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PREFATORY NOTE 



rE rapid change in the policy of the Japanese 
Government, which is now opening the Empire 
to the arts and ideas of modem civilization, has been 
followed by a corresponding increase in our knowl- 
edge of the Japanese institutions and people. The 
compiler's object has been to select all that is newest 
and most interesting in the works of recent visitors 
to Japan, in order to make this volume a tolerably 
complete gallery of pictures, representing the life 
and customs of the Japanese at this time. Many 
strange and peculiar features of that life will very 
soon pass away, and already some of the experiences 
related by Sir Rutherford Alcock and M. Humbert 
could not be repeated. It is believed, therefore, that 
the information contained in this volume will be 
found not only attractive in itself, but convenient as 
a standard by which to measure the great changes 
which fldenoe and the mechanic arts will effect in 
the condition of the Japanese Empire. 




REVISER'S NOTE 

IN April, 1878, jnst before Mr. Bayard Taylor left 
New York to fill the honored position of Ameri- 
can Minister at the Court of Berlin, the reviser of 
this, his work, enjoyed the pleasure of meeting him 
and chatting npon Japan, which country he had vis- 
ited when a member of Commodore M. C. Perry's 
expedition in 1854. In re-editing Mr. Taylor's com- 
pilation, which has so long enjoyed deserved popu- 
larity, the object has been to maintain its character 
as an illustrated work of travel. Obsolete state- 
ments have been eliminated. Fresh selected and 
original material has been added, with just enough 
of history to give the reader an intelligent idea of 
the causes and processes of the profound changes 
which have made Japan a new nation. The geo- 
graphical and other proper names have been ex- 
pressed according to the standard orthography and 
pronunciation of Tokio, the Imperial capital. 

W. E. Q. 

BoflTON, Febnutfj 17, 1892. 
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TRAVELS IN JAPAN 

CHAPTER I. 

EARLIEST INTEBOOUBSE WITH JAPAN 

ALTHOUGH the history of the Japanese, as an 
organized and civilized people, extends back 
beyond the Christian era, the ancient geographers 
were ignorant of the very existence of the Empire. 
The first notice of Japan ever given to the world is 
found in the travels of Marco Polo, who heard of 
the country, under the name of Zipangn, at the court 
of Eubla'i Khan (in Peking), at the close of the thir- 
teenth century. This is his brief description : — 

^' Zipangu is an island in the Eastern Ocean, sit- 
uate at the distance of about fifteen hundred miles 
from the mainland of Manji [Mantchooria ? ]. It is 
of considerable size ; its inhabitants have fair com- 
plexions, are well made, and are civilized in their man- 
ners. Their religion is the worship of idols. They 
are independent of every foreign power, and governed 
only by their kingg. They have gold in the greatest 
abundance, its eoiirces being inexhanatible ; but as 
the king does not allow of its being expoiied, few 
merchants visit the coontiyi nor ie it frequented by 
much shipping ^fi""^' '^|dB^0i T^d this circum- 

itance we are tb ^^B ^.^^f richneis 
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of the eo^ereign'e palace, according to what we are 
told bj those who have had acceee to the place. The 
entire roof ib covered with a plating of gold^ in the 
same manner as we cover housee, or more properly 
churcheSj with lead. The ceilings of the hallB are of 
the eame preciouB metal ; many of the apartments 
have small tables of pure gold, coDsiderablj thick^ 
and the windows also have golden orn amenta. So 
vast, indeed, are the riches of the palace, that it is 
impossible to cx>nvey an idea of them. In this island 
there are pearls also in large quantities, of a red 
color, ronnd in shape^ and of great size; equal in 
valne to, or even exceeding, that of the white pearls. 
It is enetomary with one part of the inhabitants to 
bnry their dead, and with another part to bum them. 
The former have a practice of potting one of these 
pearls into the month of the corpse. There are also 
found there a number of precious stones, 

" Of so great celebrity was the wealth of this island, 
that a desire was excited in the breast of the Grand 
Khan Kublai, now leigriing, tc^ make the conquest of 
it, and to annex it to his dominions.^' 

Japan was first really discovered— that ie, made 
known to Europe from actual observation— nearly 
fifty years after the discovery of America. In the 
year 1539, a Portuguese vessel, bonnd for Macao, was 
driven far out of her conrse by a tempest, and iinally 
arrived in tlie harbor of Bungo, on the Japaneee 
island of Eiashiu, the most southerly of the five 
great islands of the Empire. Although the Japanese, 
on account of their previous wars with China, were 
eantiouB imd vigilant in their intercourse with 
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foreigners, there was no prohibition of such inter- 
course, and the Portuguese were kindly received. 
The latter took advantage of their accident, and made 
a treaty with the Prince of Bungo, by which a Por- 
tuguese vessel was to be sent every year, for the pur- 
poses of commerce. In 154:2, several Jesuit priests, 
among them the distinguished Francis Xavier, went 
to Japan, in order to undertake the conversion 
of the people. They were heartily welcomed, not 
only in the province of Bungo, but throughout the 
entire countiy. The Portuguese were as free to 
preach as to trade, and for twenty years or more 
both avocations flourished without interruption. In 
the year 1585, an embassy of seven Japanese Chris- 
tians visited Rome, and by the end of the century the 
number of converts was estimated at two hundred 
thousand. The Portuguese trade, through the ports 
of Bungo, Hirado, and Nagasaki, became so lucrative 
that Macao rose to be one of the wealthiest cities of 
the East. 

In April, 1600, the first Dutch vessel, piloted by 
an English sailor named William Adams, reached 
Japan. After some delay and suspicion on the part 
of the Japanese, the Dutch captain was allowed to 
dispose of his cargo and leave^ but Adams was re- 
tained, on account of his knowledge of mathematicB 
and ship- building* He was very well treated, but 
remained a eotnpulgory resident of Japan until hie 
death, twenty years later. Meanwhile the Dutch 
had followed up their advantage^ and mAt^ *^^^^t 
limited trade through 
of the protaetatioiiB pj 
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lishf also^ while AdamB was yet Hying, obtained the 
iame privilege, but their coTiimercial interconrse waa 
alight, and waa finally disc^ontinued, becauee it did 
liot prove very piofitable. 

The persecntion of the native Obrietisns by the 
Japanese Govern men t had already commenced. It 
appears that the FranciBcan and Dominican orders 
had followed in the wake of the Jesnits^ and that 
the jealousy of these three sects, together with their 
increasing defiance of the Japanese authority^ bad 
given rise to frequent and seriong troubles. CroBsee, 
sbrines, and cburebes were erected in prohibited 
plaoes I religions processions were led through the 
very streets of Kioto, and the hostility of the Gov- 
ernment needlessly provoked in other ways* Once 
thoronghly aroused, it manifested itself in the most 
inhnman forms. Nevertbeles&j after the niaesacresof 
1612 and 1614, the Portuguese continued to import 
mission arieSf in violation of the imperial order ; where- 
upon their interconrse with Japan was restricted to 
the little island of Oeshima, in the harbor of Nagasaki. 

The clofiitig episode of this history was bronght 
about by the capture of a Portugnese vessel off the 
Cape of Good Hope, by the Dutch. Among other 
things found on board the prize, there were certain 
treasonable letters to tlie King of Portugal, written 
by a native Japanese, who had long been a principal 
agent of the Portugnese in the country, and was a 
devout Catliolic. These letters (according to Duteli 
inttiority) revealed a plot by which the Portuguese 
were to unite with the Japanese Christians, overturn 
tbo old empire^ and establish a new and Christian 
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dynasty. The Dutch Government immediately de- 
spatched these docnments to Japan ; it was a wel- 
come opportunity of overthrowing the influence of 
their hated rivals, and securing for themselves the 
monopoly of trade. The evidence on both sides 
must be received with caution ; indeed, in this whole 
history, we can only be certain in regard to the re- 
sults. The Japanese agent denied the authorship of 
the letters, which the Portuguese also assert to have 
been Dutch forgeries ; but the former was burned at 
the stake, and an imperial proclamation was issued 
(in 1637) decreeing that " the whole race of the 
Portuguese, with their mothers, nurses, and what- 
ever belongs to them, shall be banished forever." 

The same proclamation set forth that no Japanese 
ship or boat, or any native of Japan, should hence- 
forth presume to quit the country under pain of for- 
feiture and death ; that any Japanese returning from 
a foreign country should be put to death ; that no 
nobleman or soldier should be suffered to purchase 
anything of a foreigner ; that any person presuming 
to bring a letter from abroad, or to return to Japan 
after he had been banished, should die, with all his 
family, and that whoever presumed to intercede for 
such offenders should be put to death ; that all per- 
sons who propagated the doctrines of the Christians 
or bore that Bcandaloas name should be seized and 
imprisoned as felons — with many other provisions of 
the same nature. This was the beginning of the ex- 
clusive system of Japan, wliich was maintained for a 
little more than two hundred years. 

The final persecntion « ' extermination of the 
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made il tribntarj to Japan, iii tbe third century, 
suppressed a powerful rebellion iti Kiuahiu, and left 
a well-establi&hed empire to her son O-jin. Dttring 
the reign of tlie latter, Cliinese letters were iutro- 
duced into Japan. In the sixth oentoij the Bod- 
dhist faith begau to displace the older Shinto re- 
ligion, which consisted cliiefly of prajera, withoot 
anj distinct idea of a Being to whom to praj, except 
that white paper, or a mirror, was need as a symbol 
of purity* The Boddliist faith not onlj inchided 
tbi6» but supplied^ in addition, the idea of a pore life, 
and final absorption into tbe Deity, through self- 
denial, llenoe it spread very rapidly ; and its intro- 
duction, by way of China, brought with it irarioos 
Chinese castonis, which somewhat modified the Jap* 
anese institutionB, mch as the de^ees of rank among 
Qovemmeiit officials. 

There were other wars with Corea about the mid- 
dle of the seventh ceninry^ and about the same time 
the northern island of Yezo was brought under sub- 
jection to Japan^ The capital of tlie empire, which 
was then divided into eight provinces, some of which 
were usually in a state of i^vult, was fixed at Kioto, 
about the year 800* For three or foor centurlea 
after thi^, the history of Japan Is that of several of 
its prominent faniilies, the members of which suooes- 
etvely acquired the imperial power* The prineipid 
of them are the Fujiwara, Sogawara, Minamoto, 
and Tachibana. Their rivalry, of course, gave rim 
to violent civil wars, during which certain individuala 
acquired power and fame, but the condition of tbe 
fiMuitry and j>coplt* diil not gi-eatly improve; 
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During the twelfth centnry there was a memorable 
stm^Ie between the Gen or Minamoto, and the 
H6i or Taira, family. In the first great battle the lat- 
ter obtained the victory, and Eiyomori, its chief, re- 
ceived the government of a province. He became 
prime minister, and one of the most energetic and 
miscmpnlons which Japan had ever known. After 
the death of the emperor, the latter's snccessor, a 
mere boy, married the daughter of Eiyomori, who 
was practically the ruler for ten years. He died in 
1181, leaving a noble name in Japanese history. 
After his death, however, the rival family, the Mina- 
moto, overthrew the Taira dynasty, and extermi- 
nated, as was then supposed, everyone who bore the 
name. 

Yoritomo, the head of the Minamoto family, ruled 
in the name of the Mikado, and gave him reverence, 
bnt established the seat of government at Eamakura, 
a place about twelve miles from Yokohama. He 
took control of the military and the treasury, and re- 
ceived the title of S^i-i Tai Sho-gun. Thus began 
the line of sho-guns which lasted until 1868. Under 
this dual government the country had peace. Yori- 
tomo died in 1199, and is generally regarded by the 
Japanese as the greatest hero in their history. Ka- 
maknra was the seat of actual government until 
about A.D. 1600. In the time of the Jesuits, when 
Yedo had succeeded to the distinction, the population 
still numbered 20,000. 

The Minamoto line came to an end in a.d. 1219, 
the Hojo family of rulers succeeding at Kainakura. 
About 1281 Japan was summoneH to pay tribute to 
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China, aod a large military force was sent to enforce 
the demand, but the " invincible armada ^^ of the 
Mongols was scattered by a storm, 30,000 men 
drownedj or slain after reaching the shore, and the 
ambae&adorB of Kubki Khan beheaded. 

The Uoju rulers held power until 1333, when thejj 
were overthrown by a popular hero, Nitta Yosliis 
and for two years, the Mikado swayed the sceptre 
alone without a sho-gun. From 1330 there was civil 
war between two rival claimants for the throne, tlie 
" northern " and the "southern^' dynasties carrying 
on "the war of the chrysanthemums," Ulthnately, 
the ^ northern," or " false '* emperors yielded, the 
"Boiitliern" line being legitimised in Japanese his- 
tory. From 1336 to 1573, a line of sho-guu& of the 
Aahikaga family lield court at Kamakura or Kioto, 
but nearly the whole i>eriod Is one of civil war* It 
was while this period was drawing to a close that 
Christianity, fire-arras, and Western civiliication were 
in trod need Into Japan. 

The freedom allowed to the first Jesuit missionarieA 
is partly explained by the distracted condition of the 
Empire at that time. The central power was too weak 
to assert any particnlar authority, and the rival fac- 
tions too seriously engaged to notice an innovation, in 
which they probably aaw no danger* It was not until 
about 1570 that the chief, Nobunanga^ succeeded in 
establishing his power, and thus restoring some degree 
of order, lie was joined by lyeyas, still a young 
man, but already noted for his great admin litraiive 
abilities. Nobnnanga fir&t commenced a eruMwi© 
against the Buddhist priests, who were equally pairer- 
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fol and arrogant. He took from them the great 
castle of Osaka, which had been one of their principal 
temples, and for a time encouraged the Jesuits for 
his own purposes. He overthrew the power of many 
families, and made his will supreme throughout the 
Empire, although he was never the actual ruler. 

By the year 1582, Kobunanga had subjugated 
nearly the whole of Japan, but when in the fulness 
of his power was attacked and killed by the soldiers 
of a noble whom he had insulted. He was forty-nine 
years of age at his death. Hid^yoshi, who succeeded 
to the power, and ly^yas, already governor of eight 
provinces, were his two generals. The former was a 
man of low birth, who had risen by his native daring 
of character and great military talent. ly^yas, who 
was his superior in talent, and possibly in influence, 
was one of those men who never undertake to hasten 
what they feel to be their ultimate destiny. He only 
resisted Hid^yoshi's pretensions sufficiently to make 
himself properly respected, and then acquiesced in 
the cunning upstart's plans. 

Hid^yoshi's rule, which lasted until 1598, is notable 
chiefly for an invasion of Corea, at flrst successful, 
but with no flnal result, and for his course toward 
the Christians, both native and foreign. He at flrst 
encouraged the latter, following the policy of his 
predecessor; but when the Buddhist temples were 
burned, the priests assailed, and the new sect showed 
itself as haughty and intolerant as the old, he began 
to adopt measures of repression. The five Franciscan 
monks, whom he ordered to be executed at Nagasaki 
in 1587, had repeatedly violated his commands and 
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defied his authority; the Jestiit writers thcniBelTed 
attribute to tlie FrancigeanB the reBponsibilitj of the 
pereecution of the Japanese Christian b. 

The earn© policy seems to have infltienccd ly^yas, 
who eucceeded Ilidejoshi. He wae a leader of re- 
markable militarj gening, who very rarely knew what 
it was to be defeated. Every revolt against liie an- 
thority was suppressed » and he remained for eighteen 
years supreme ruler of Japan. The fact titat the 
Christians took sides against him in the great rebel- 
lion of 1600 goes far to account for his later severity 
toward tliem* Nevertheless, even the Jesuit writers 
give lyejas credit for the moderation and sagacity 
with which he exercised his power. He pardoned aa 
frequently as he punished ; his great aitn seenis ta 
have been to establish a central authority strong 
enough to control the semi-independent provincee^ 
and thereby both strengthen tlie power and favor th© 
development of the Japanese race. 

Iy^ya% like all previous eho-guni, claimed descent 
from the Minamotos, In 1604 he received from the 
Emperor in Kioto the coveted title, and being the 
fonnder of Yedo^ he made tlile town a great city and 
the seat of government of the Mikadoes lieutenant, 
Yedo was situated in wliat was tiien considered a re- 
mote part of the empire, the inhabitants of wh ich were 
hwked ttpon as rude and unpoHslied. When lydyaa 
first took possession of the castle^ Yedo consisted only 
of one street. It increased very much in mm under 
his care, and through the residence of the court, the 
daimios, and their wives and faniilies; and in no long 
tLme became a dty of great eommei-dal importance. 
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The Jesuit writers, in 1607, state that 300,000 
workmen were then employed npon the imperial 
castle in Yedo. 

When ly^jas died, he left his son Hid^tada as his 
focoessor. Very valuable is the " Legacy " or code of 
laws, or rather roles of political action, attributed to 
him. This code, which is partly drawn from the 
works of Confucius and Mencius, is characterized by 
great shrewdness and knowledge of human nature. 
Many of the one hundred rules apply to existing in- 
stitutions or habits of society, and have therefore only 
a local importance ; but there are some of a general na- 
ture, which might be profitably adopted by all nations. 

The document further records that lyeyas had 
fought ninety battles, and had had eighteen narrow 
escapes from death — wherefore he erected eighteen 
splendid temples, in different parts of the empire. 
From his rules concerning intercourse with foreign- 
ers, we quote the following passages : — 

1. "If any re^- jsentative of a foreign nation comes 
to the country, the officers must take care that every- 
thing is in good order ; that horses and horse-furniture 
be good, the houses and roads clean. If they are 
dirty, it can be seen at a glance whether the nation 
is prosperous or the reverse." 

2. " If a foreign vessel should be wrecked on the 
shore of Japan, the officers of Government are to be 
immediately informed, and an interpreter is to be 
sent to ask what they require. Sometimes the of- 
ficer may be required to be strict and severe, at other 
times hospitable and kind. The vessel is to be 
watched and no trading allowed." 
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JyiysB reallj accompliehed the great ends he had 
in view — that of estabUshiDg his own funiily in power, 
and preserving the internal peace of the empire. In 
the year 1806 a grand national festival was held in 
Japan, when the nobles and people congratulated the 
Emperor on the remarkable fact — to which there are 
few parallels in the history of any other nation — that 
the empire had enjoyed an unbroken peace for nearly 
two hundred years. During this time the internal 
resources of the country had been developed ; Yedo 
had grown to be one of the great cities of the world ; 
the isolation of Japan had been scrupulously re- 
spected by more civilized nations; and the reatrio 
tions imposed upon the people bad grown, by inher- 
itance, to be a natural aoeompaniment of their liveB, 

Except a rebellion, in 1838, of people charged with 
the crime of being Christians, the Japane&e annals re- 
cord nothing of much more interest than fires, earth- 
quakes, or showers of meteoric stones, until the com- 
mencement of intercourse with foreigu nations, in 
our day* From this time the history of Japan will 
he associated with that of the imtioos of ChriatendoiiL 



CHAPTER m. 

THB OPENING OP JAPAN 

AFTER the expulsion of the Portngaese and the 
confinement of the Dutch to the little island of 
D^shima, in the harbor of Nagasaki, no serious at- 
tempt was made, for two hundred years, by any great 
commercial nation, to enter into relations with Japan. 

A small embassy, sent from Okhotsk in 1793, by 
order of the Empress Catherine II., was repelled, 
though in a courteous manner. Several English ves- 
sels made separate attempts to trade, about the same 
time, with similar results, the Japanese exhibiting 
the greatest decision and firmness in their policy, yet 
being careful to avoid giving cause for retaliation. 
Even in their imprisonment of the Russian Captain 
Oolownin and his men, in 1812 and 1813, they seem 
to have avoided all wanton harshness. Their con- 
duct, in short, gave rise to a general belief in the 
great strength of their nation and its defences, and 
undoubtedly contributed to postpone the enforce- 
ment of a nearer intercourse, until the progress of 
steam navigation and the use of heavier artillery fur- 
nished other countries with the means of supporting 
their representatives by adequate physical power. 

For two centuries Japan was " Paradise Lost " to 
Christendom. The efforts of Portuguese, English, 
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Datchj Americans, and Rnssiaos to open the closed 
doors were in vdn. Tlie historj of the American at* 
tempts to open ti'ade is given in chapter xxvii. of 
GrifflB's *' Life of Commodore Matthew Calbmith 
Perry/' The American flag was first carried around 
the world in 1784, and was Been at Nagasaki in 1T97p 
It was seen again in 1799 and 1807, and wliile the 
Dutch flag was driven from the ocean, while the Neth- 
erlands was nnder French dominion, the annual shipfi 
from Batavia to Deslnma sailed under the seven teen- 
starred flag of the United States of America* In 
1832 Mr. Edmund Hoberts was commissioned hj 
President Jackson to present a letter to tlie Japanese 
Emperor respecting trade, bnt died at Macao. The 
rise of the whaling industry in the Pacific^ after tlie 
treaty with Russia^ was the cause of many American 
iailorg suffering sliipwreck on the shores of Japan ; 
while on the other hand, Japanese Bailors blown into 
the Kuro Shi wo drifted to the coasts of America. 
To retuni thei^e waifs to their native land was the 
cause of the fatnous visits of the American shipe^ 
Morrison in 1837, and of the Mercator in 1845* 
The former was fired at and driven away^ but the lat- 
ter was pleasantly received at Uraga, in the Bay of 
YedOb In the latter year, a resolution was introduc 
in Congress recommending connnercial arrangement 
with Japan and Cores, Wlicn, however, on July 20^ 
1846j Commodore Biddle entered the Bay of Yedo 
with the ship of the line Columbus^ 90 guns, and the 
sloop-of-war Vincennes, the request for trade* made 
in due form^ was met with positive refusal^ During 
the eight days of their anchorage off Uraga, the 
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American ships were constantly surrounded by four 
hundred Japanese guard-boats, filled with soldiers. 
No one was allowed to land, and the Sho-gun's answer 
to the President's letter consisted of the single sen- 
tence : ^^ No trade can be allowed with any country 
except Holland." 

The visit of the brig Preble, in 1849, was of a dif- 
ferent character. Information had reached the Gov- 
ernment of the United States that sixteen American 
seamen, who had been shipwrecked on the Japanese 
coast, were kept as prisoners in the country, and 
Lieutenant Olynn, of the Chinese squadron, was sent 
to Nagasaki with the Preble, a ten-gun brig, to de- 
mand their release. On entering the harbor, a num- 
ber of large boats attempted to prevent the vessel's 
further advance ; but she sailed boldly through them 
to a good anchorage. The hills around soon swarmed 
with soldiers, and sixty cannon, in batteries, were 
trained to bear on the Preble's decks. The tone of 
the Japanese authorities was haughty and defiant, 
but Lieutenant Glynn met them with a determined 
spirit, demanding the immediate release of the pris- 
oners. At the end of two days the latter were sent 
on board, and the brig returned to China. 

Early in 1852, the Government of the United 
States determined to make a formal application to 
that of Japan to establish intercourse between the 
two nations, and to despatch it by a fleet sufficiently 
large and well-appointed to insure a proper reception. 
Twelve vessels, including supply ships, were desig- 
nated for the service, and Commodore Matthew Cal- 
braitb Perry, brother of the hero of Lake Erie, was 
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appointed to the command, with the necessary diplo- 
matic powers. His Sag-Bhip^ the Missiasippi^ wae 
ready to Bail from Norfolk November 3, 1852, on 
the very day on which the present Japanese Mikado 
or Emperor, MotauhitOj was bom. The squadron 
waB organized on the coast of China in the spring 
of 1853, After a visit to the Riu Kiu and Eonin 
Islands, Conamodore Perry reached the bay of Yedo 
with four ^eseels, July 7th. lie had an interview 
with two commiesionerB appointed by the Sho-gunj 
at the town of Kunhania, on the 14th of that montk 

Commodore Matthew Perry adopted, at the out- 
set, the only policy which could have been Buccessfiil, 
combining firmness and courtesy with an a&sertion of 
dignity which the Japanese understood through their 
own cuBtomB. No interference with the veseek was 
permitted ; the preliminary discTifieions were all con- 
ducted by naval officers of lower rank, the Commo- 
dore only making hia appearance at the interview 
with tlie two princes ; and tlie deelaratioue of the 
power and importance of the American nation were 
skilfully coupled with ejcpre&sjons of friendship and 
respect for the Japanese. The point gained by this 
first visit was a courteouB r^option of the President's 
letter, and the egtablishment of pleasant personal re- 
lations with some of the chief Japanese officialsp 

The Government having demanded time for pre- 
paring an answer to the application, the fleet, after 
having visited the upper part of the bay, returned to 
China* The second Tiait was made in PebruAry, 
1854* witli the entire squadron. After rather tedious 
negotistiou% it was agreed that the further con&r* 
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ences shonld be held at Yokohama, and Commodore 
Ferry landed there, the second time in Japan, on the 
8th of March. The discnssion with the commissioner 
appointed by the Sho-gun oontinned nntil the 23d, 
when a treaty was finally agreed upon, which was 
signed on the Slst. This treaty opened the ports 
of Shimoda, in Idzn, and Hakodate, in Yezo, to 
American vessels, permitting all necessary commerce, 
and the freedom of the country for a distance of 
about seven Japanese miles from those ports. It was 
also stipulated that the United States diould appoint 
consuls to reside in both places. 

The success of the United States was immediately 
shared by England and Bussia, whose expeditions 
reached Japan within a year after the acceptance of 
the American treaty. The conditions granted were 
similar, and the same advantages were, of course, ex- 
tended by the Japanese Government to the Dutch, 
who had of late years sustained the trade at D6shima 
on sentimental considerations without profit, for the 
honor of their fiag. Indeed, the King of Holland 
had heartily recommended the Sh5-gun to make a 
treaty with the Americans. Thus the isolation of 
the Empire from intercourse with the civilized world, 
which had lasted two hundred and fourteen years, 
was finally given up, and the long quiet of Japan 
was broken. 

The Americans quickly followed their first peace- 
ful conquest, and President Pierce appointed, July 
31, 1855, the Honorable Townsend Harris Consul- 
General of the United States, to reside at Shimoda. 
Stopping on his way to make a treaty with Siam, 
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Mr. Harris, on the U. S. steamship Sao Jaeinto, ar- 
rived at Shimoda August 22, 1856. On the sfter- 
noon of Septetiiber 3d the Btar3 and stripes floated 
from the flag-staff before the Ainerican legation al 
Kakisaklf or Oyster Poitit, near the town. The San 
Jacinto sailed away, leaving Mr. U arris alone with 
his secretary, a yoinig Hoi lander named liuesken. 
For eighteen months Mr, Harris heard nothing from 
home or his Government, 

The American envoy liad come armed with a 
letter from the President of the United States^ which 
he was charged to deliver in person to the *^ Em- 
peror," in Yedo, As matter of fact the only emperor 
of Japazif the Mikado, lived in Kioto. For ten 
months the Japanese officers used evety imaginable 
expedient in tlie power of a canning race to secure 
the delivery of the letter at Shimoda, and to hare 
Mr. Harris make his com n inn lea t ions to the local an-^ 
thoritiee. Steadily refusing, and meeting constantly 
changing falsehoods with unchanging truth and te- 
nacity, Mr* Harris won his point. He communt* 
cated on important matters only with the Council of 
State in Yedo^ and fin ally sncc^ded. Early in 
March, 1857, he eonchided a convention by which 
the right of permanent residence of Americans at 
Shimoda and Hakodate^ witli consnl at the latter 
place, was conceded, Nagasaki opened to trader tlie 
eun-ency question settled. Again, after almost in- 
credible excui;es, intrigues^ and opposition, Mr Harrta 
was given permission to enter Yedo and present 
President Piercers letter to the ShO gun in per- 
son, 
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The tmih, not fully discovered nntil ten years 
later, was, that the only real and permanent sonrce 
of authority in Japan was the Mikado, at Kioto, and 
that historically the Yedo government was a usurpa- 
tion. The Sho-gun was only the Mikado's lieuten- 
ant, though the actual government of Japan was like 
an ellipse with two foci. The presence of foreigners 
on the soil had already began to destroy the equilib- 
rium of authority. The Sho-gun, or General, was 
not even a Tycoon or Great Prince, as he had repre- 
sented himself to the foreign nations in the treaties. 
In other words, the Tedo Government was a sham, 
and the Tycoon's ministers knew it, and feared to 
have a foreign envoy in Yedo, lest he should find 
out the real truth. 

These facts explain the strange state of afiFairs which 
the ministers of the treaty powers found in Yedo, 
especially the espionage, prevarication, falsehood, and 
constant deceit practised upon them. They also ex- 
plain the assassinations, incendiarisms, attacks upon 
the legations, and other acts of violence by the ronin, 
or irresponsible two-sworded braves. The object of 
these ultra-patriotic young men, many of whom af- 
terward became officers of the imperial Government 
and enthusiastic promoters of Western civilization, 
was to embroil the Tycoon with the foreign powers 
and thus hasten the fall of the Yedo counterfeit gov- 
ernment, in order that the Mikado might be restored 
to ancient right and undivided power. Their hopes 
were fulfilled in 1868, when Yedo was named Tokio, 
or Eastern Capital, and the imperial Government re- 
moved thither. 
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We now extract from the private jonmals of Con- 
anl-Oeneral Harris, which have come into our posses- 
sion, the account of his jonmej from Shimoda to 
Yedo. This was the first time since the closing of 
the country that a foreign envoy was treated with 
f nil dignity and honor, and allowed to travel in the 
interior of Japan. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

MR. HABBIS'S JOXJBNEY TO YEDO 

«' Mondftj, NoTember 28, 1867. 
T eight this morning I start on my journey to 
Tedo : I went on horseback ; the morning 
was very fine, and the idea of the importance of my 
journey and the success that had crowned my efforts 
to reach Yedo, gave me a fine flow of spirits. The 
American flag was borne before me, and I felt an 
honest pride in displaying it in this hitherto secluded 
country. 

^^ At Nakamura, about one mile from my house, I 
joined the main cavalcade, and we started in the fol- 
lowing order : My avant-courier was Kikuna, a mil- 
itary officer with a rank corresponding to captain. 
He had his horse, and norimono, and the usual 
bearers and attendants, but before him went three 
lads, each bearing a wand of bamboo with strips of 
paper attached to the top ; they cried out, JEdtemately, 
" Shitaniro ! " that is, " Gtet down, get down." They 
kept some four hundred yards in advance, and their 
cry sounded quite musical. 

^^ Next to Kikuna came the American flag guarded 
by two of my guards; then I came on horseback 
with six guards, next my norimono with its twelve 
bearers, and theii* liead-man, bearers of my slioes, etc. ; 



24 



TRAVMLS m JAPAN 



then Mr. HueBken on hor&eback with two guard 0^ 
then big norimoDO, bearers, eto. Next followed a boj- 
retitiue bearing packages containing my beddings 
chairg, food, trunks, and packages containing pres- 
ents; my cook and hh following. The Vice^Gov- 
ernor of Shimoda followed, with his train ; then the 
Mayor of Kaktzaki ; and lastly, the Private Secretary 
of the Go%'erDOr of Shiinoda. A Dutch interpreter 
was carried in a kago, in Mr. Hnesken's rear. The 
whole train numbered some 350 perscuia. 

"All the bearers of luggage, etc, were changed 
Bv^Tjri^ or about five [24] miles, and I was glad to 
see that these men were alt paid for their labor, 

" My * standard bearer * was clothed in a long 
gown made of brown and white calico, of a particalar 
pattern, and open at the sides like a lierald^s coat, 
from the hip downward* My guards were clothed 
ID eilk dresses, and had theanns of the United States 
on the right and left breast of their upper garment. 
Each man wore two swords. The noriniono of Ja- 
pan appears to have been made after the model of 
the iron cages said to have been invented by Cardinal 
Balne in the reign of Louis XL of France, They 
are so low tlmt you cannot stand npright in them, 
ftud eo short that yon cannot lie down at full lengths 
To one who has not beeti accustomed to sit with his 
legs folded under him, and the whole weight of his 
body preising on his heels^ the position is more pain- 
ful than can be easily imagined. I prenously had 
nortmono made for me, which wafi six and a half : 
long (like the palanquin of India)^ which enabled me 
to airoid the torture of the Japaneise norimono. 



MS. HARRISES JOURNEY TO TBDO 26 

" The packages containing my bedding, clothing, 
etc., were covered with black cotton cloth with the 
arms of the United States neatly pat on them. 
The other packages wei*e neatly put np, and had a 
little pennon with the United States arms flying 
from a short bamboo which was placed upright on 
each package. 

'^ My norimono bearers were dressed in dark blue, 
with the arms of the United States on the back. 
These were picked men (twelve for me, and eight 
for Mr. Huesken) and very tall for Japanese. My 
men wore a peculiar ornament [the kami-shimo] 
which is prohibited to any below the bearers of 
princes. It is made of cotton cloth, gummed very 
stifBy, and folded back and forth in folds about 
three inches wide ; it is about thirty inches long, and 
has one end stuck in the girdle, at an angle below 
the right shoulder, with the upper end projecting a 
little beyond the right side of the body. Across the 
upper end two white stripes run diagonally across all 
the folds. The motion of the body causes the folds 
to open and close, something like the action of a fan, 
and is considered as being very beautiful by the Jap- 
anese. 

**My route to-day was only fifteen miles; it con- 
tinned along the river of Shimoda, the ground gradu- 
ally rising, and the river diminishing to a mere thread 
of water, until we crossed a hill some four hundred 
feet high, which separates the watershed of Shimoda 
from the valley of Nashimoto. Our mid-day halt was 
at Mitsukushi. The last part of the ride gave us the 
right of some noble cypress and camphor trees ; one 
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of the latter was of enormous balk, and the Jap&n^fO 
said it was many hmidred years old, Nafibimato m i 
a small village of about one hundred houses, verjr! 
prettily situated. My quarters for the night were in 
a temple which commanded a most beautiful view of 
the hills and valley, and of the village which lay some 
one hundred and fifty feet abruptly below us, 

^^ I have remarlced that, throughout the CathoUe 
and Pagan world, the most picturesqne positions are 
always selected for churches and temple& I found 
tliat much attention had been paid to the path (for it 
cannot be called a road) over which I passed to-day,. 
Bridges had been built over every stream, the path- 
way mended, and all the hushes cut away so as to 
leave the path clear. At the temple I found that a 
bath-room had been built for my special uee^ aiid^ 
every attention paid to my comfort. 



** Started at 8 a*m. Out route to day was over the.* 
Mountain Amagi, which is some three thousand 6ve^ 
Intndred feet above the level ot the sea* The pathr 
was very difficult — so much so, that 1 was compelled 
to leave my horse and enter my ijorimono ; and it 
waa no easy matter to carry that* oven with eight 
men beariiig it, as tlie road wiis sometimea at an aa«| 
gle of thirty <five degrees^ while tlie 2ig*zags wore 
some of them not eo long aa tlie pole or bearer of mj 
norimono, which is twenty-two feet long. Amagi in 
clothed with noble trees, consisting of cypress, pine, 
camphor, and otliers of the laurel family, beaidetti 
many of whose namea I am ignorant, Tlie orM* 
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were nnmerons, and ofiPer a rich harvest to the expe* 
rienced botanist. We halted on the top of Amagi, 
whence we had a fine view of Shimoda, O-shima and 
its volcano, with the Bay of Surnga, the Gulf of Yedo, 
etc The descent is not qaite as abrupt as the ascent 
was, and about two-thirds of the way down I mounted 
my horse once more. As I descended, the valley 
opened and gave some beautiful views. On the south 
side of Amagi I saw a very pretty cascade. Passing 
through a village, I saw some camellias which were 
already in full bloom, both white and red, but the 
flowers were all single. 

^^ Passing through the village of Tugashima to go 
to my quarters at a temple, I turned to the right from 
the road, and in a few moments I had my first view 
of the Mountain Fuji. It is grand beyond de- 
scription; viewed from this place, the mountain is 
entirely isolated, and appears to shoot up in a perfect 
and glorious cone, some ten thousand feet high ; 
while its actual height is exaggerated by the absence 
of any neighboring hills by which to contrast its alti- 
tude. It was covered with snow, and in the bright 
sun (about 4 p.m.) it appeared like frosted silver. In 
its majestic solitude it appeared even more striking 
to me than the celebrated Dhawalaghiri of the Him- 
alayas, which I saw in January, 1855. I found the 
temple at Yugashima prepared for me in the same 
manner as that at Nashimoto. 

"Wednesday, November 25, 1857. 
''Left Yugashima at 8 a.m., and as our road lay 
over a plain, I mounted on horseback. As I pro- 
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ceeded the plain widened, trntfl in many places it was 
three miles acrofis* The scene waa rery pleaaiug; 
the plain was C30?ered with a heavy crop of rice, of 
which the harvest bad just eoinmenced, and it re- 
minded me of the golden wheat-fields of old Ontario, 
The houBefl of the people, the mode of ctiUivatioo, 
the drefis of the people, and all minor particulars 
were exactly like Shimoda. We halted at noon at a 
hamlet called Ogi^ ; and when I mounted my horse I 
pressed on, in company with Kikuna and Mr. Hues- 
ken, more rapidly than my attendants oonld do. This 
brought me to the town of Mighima at 3 p.m. This 
town is on the Tokaido, or great road of Japan, and 
IS the ronte travelled by the Dntch when they go to 
Yeda I may here remark that tlie Dutch have not 
been to Yedo for the last ten years, their tribute 
having been delivered at Nagasaki to the Japanese. 
The Dutch thus avoided the great expense of the 
journey; but thie has not relieved theTn from the 
presents they made on the occasion of these visits, as 
they are regularly demanded, and given at Nagasaki. 
*^Mishima contains about nine hundred houses, and 
the description of it by K&mpfer, in 1696, after mak- 
ing due aUowance for high coloring, will apply to it 
now. It had a fine temple, sitnated in a fine sqnare 
juid eurrounded by noble trees, but it was totally de- 
stroyed by the great earthquake of December, 1855, 
I went to aee its ruins, and in my walk I was sur- 
prised at the numbers of the people, which were ap* 
p&rently far more numeroos than the whole popnla^ 
tion of the place. On asking for an explanation I 
was told that the time of my arrival was known 
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many days ago, and that all those who coold procure 
permission had come, to Mishima to see me ; that 
some had come more than one hundred miles. The 
people were perfectly well behaved ; no crowding on 
me, no shouting, or noise of any kind. As I passed, 
all knelt and cast their eyes down (as though they 
were not worthy even to look at me), only those of 
a certain rank were allowed to salute me, which was 
done by ^ knocking head,' or bringing the forehead 
actually to the ground. In the temple grounds are 
some fine tanks swarming with fish. A small pagoda 
of three stones was so much shaken by the earth- 
quake that it totters to its fall. Even the bridges 
leading over the small canals of the temple grounds, 
with the stone wall which surrounded the enclosure, 
have all been overturned. 

^' My next place to visit was at a hon-jm^ or rest- 
house, for persons of the highest rank, such as the 
princes, etc. Even the Vice-Govemor of Shimoda 
could not stop here. There are two or three classes 
of houses of entertainment for persons of rank and 
government officers, and these are distinct from the 
public hotels, which are also of various grades ; but all 
are open to those who have money to pay the higher 
prices. I found myself very comfortable. In the 
rear was a garden, with dwarf trees, miniature moun- 
tains, and other rock work, diminutive bridges over 
which nothing grosser than a fairy could walk, etc. 

"In criticising Kampfer's description, I must bear 
in mind the diffei*ence there is in the standards of 
splendor as they existed in 1696 and in 1857. What 
was splendor, when he left Holland about 1685, 
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would not be entitled to any adjective of priiiee in 
1857. So, when he epaaks of stately castles^ noble 
palaces, and magnificent tempi ea, we shoiild remem- 
ber what class of bnildingg elicited those terms of 
praise some one hundred and seventy years ago. I 
have had Fuji-y amain view all day, but alas! like 
many other things in tliis worlds the nearer approach 
does not add to its beauty or grandeur. It is now 
connected with s range of hillsj one of which, lla- 
kon^» is some foar thousand five hundred f^t liigb^ 
which takes away the air of solitary majesty which 
the view from Ywgashima has, * ^Tis distance lends 
enchantment to the view.^ To-morrow I have to 
cross over the mountain Hakone^ and as the road is 
very bad for horses, I shall proceed in my norimono. 
Dignity (even if health permitted) forbids my going 
on foot, which I should prefer to riding in my nori- 
mono.'* 

Mr. Harris, firmly maintaining his dignity as en- 
voy of the United States, passed over the Ilakon6 
Mountains, through Odawara, Yokohama, and Kana- 
gaw% resting over Sunday at Kawasaki. 



" To-day I am to enter Yedo* It will form an 
important epoch in my life, and a still more import 
tant one in the history of Japan. I am the first dip- 
lomatic repreaentative that has ever been received in 
this city^ and whether I sncceed or fail in my in* 
tended negotiations, it is a groat fact that will always 
remain, showing that at last I have forced this 6in|^^ 
lar people to acknowledge the rights of embassy* 
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I feel no little pride, too, in cairying the American 
flag throQgh that part of Japan, between the extrem- 
ity of Cape Idzu and into the very castle of the city 
of Yedo. 

^^ I left Kawasaki a little before 8 a.m., and was 
ferried over the river Rokngo, which, even now, is 
both broad and deep. I proceeded to-day, after 
much deliberation, in my norimono. My wish was 
to go into Yedo on horseback, and the vice-Governor 
eagerly encouraged that idea. This excited my sus- 
picions, and after much di£Scnlty, I discovered that 
none bnt the ^Daimios' or princes of the highest 
rank can enter Yedo in their norimonos ; all below 
that rank enter the city on horseback or on foot. 
This fact, coupled with die Japanese idea of seclusion 
and respectability being equivalent terms, determined 
me very reluctantly to proceed in my norimono. 

^^The distance from Kawasaki to Shinagawa is 
seven and a half English miles, arid the houses form 
almost a continuous street the whole way. Just be- 
fore entering Shinagawa, I was shown die execution 
ground, which is at the water's edge. Kampfer de- 
scribes the sight as a very revolting one as seen by 
him, with human bodies laying about on the blood- 
stained ground, while dogs, kites, and crows 

' Held o'er the dead their oamivaL' 

Nothing of the kind was seen by me, and the only 
indication of the place was an unusual number of 
kites and crows ; but these congregate in a similar 
manner about the places for burning the dead in In- 
dia^ Burmah, and Siam. 
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The bon*jin of Shinagawa was not pleasantlj 
placed I it was at the bottom of a deep court, and as 
its garden was surrounded by the blank walk of 
buildiagB we had no proepect whatever. I was much 
disappoiutedf as I expected to have found it od lho| 
water side. We remained at Shinagawa more than 
an hour, and at last started on the final stage of our 
journey. 

Shinagawa ie defended by seven batterieSf four on 
tlie land and thi^ee built up on sboals ; the latter are 
placed at three hundred to eight hundred yards from 
the shore. I am led to think that the guns of these 
batteries are not of heavy calibres. From here I 
again saw the steamer ; she was about five miles in an 
E.S.E. direction from Shinagawa. The channel after 
passing Kanagawa gradually trends to K.N.E., to 
K.E.J and by N,, bo that a ship of large burden 
cannot approach either Kawasaki or Shinagawa nearer 
than about five miles— as the flats extend full that 
distance from tlie ehore* This renders the batteriett^ 
of Shinagawa of no avail, as their guns cannot reach to 
the channeh When they were first erected the chan- 
nel was near Shinagawa, and Kawasaki was a port of ^ 
entry ; but at present large ships cannot proceed with 
any advantage above Kanagawa, ae that h the last , 
1 1 arbor up the bay* Had the boats of Commodore] 
Perry sounded the bay two miles farther up, they 
would have struck the flat that may be said to fiJl up 
tlie whole upper part of the bay^ and thus preventa 
the approach of Large vessels nearer than some alsi 
miles to Yedo* 

" 1 did not discover the ' noble palaces * or * slatelj 
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castles' of Shinagawa mentioned by Eampfer. 
The buildings form one continaons street from Shin- 
agawa to Yedoy and no one can tell where the former 
ends and the latter begins, unless it be specially pointed 
out to him. 

^' At Shinagawa our procession was reformed. The 
vice-Govemor now led the way, and all my coolies, 
etc., were kept in line, and the whole cavalcade was 
nearly half a mile long. We proceeded with a slow 
and stately step along an unpaved street, some forty 
to fifty feet wide and bordered with wooden houses, 
none more than two stories high, and mostly covered 
with tiles. Every Japanese town is divided into 
streets of one hundred and twenty yards long, and 
this district is responsible for the conduct of all in it. 
It has a captain called the 'Otono,' and he has 
policemen under him. From Shinagawa 1 found 
that these divisions were marked in an unmistakable 
manner. A strong stockade is erected, each one 
hundred and twenty yards across the street, and has 
a pair of wide, strong gates. These gates are shut at 
a certain hour in the evening, and a wicket, of some 
two feet square, is opened for the passage of those 
who have the right to pass after the closing of the 
main gates. At many places in Yedo this stockade 
is double ; that is, a second one is erected some fifteen 
yards from the regular one. When both the stock- 
ades are closed it makes quite a strong defence against 
anything but artillery, and is admirably calculated to 
stop the advance of a mob, or secure the arrest of 
criminals. Again, Yedo has between eight thousand 
and nine thousand of these streets, so that, after a 
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certain hour, it ib cut ap into that number of little 
forts. From Sliiiiagawa the people no loDger knelt, 
nor did they avert their eyes. The authorities made 
their prostrationg as before, but the people remained 
etanding. Ab the anthoritieB were changed every one 
hundred and twenty yards, there was a constant 
' knocking of heade.' A large proportion of tho 
aeseinblage wore two swords, showing they were of 
eome rank, and almost all had on the ^ knTni-ehimo/ 
or dresfi of ceremony* The nnmber admitted into| 
the streets through which I passed formed a rank of 
five deep on each side of the way. Every craa&etreei 
had its Btockade closed to pi-event too great a crowd| 
and as I looked up and down those streets ihey seemed 
a solid mass of man and women < The most perfect 
order was maintained from Shinagawa to my lodg« 
ingSj a distance of over seven miles; not a shout or 
cry was heard. The silence of such a vast ninltitudo 
had something appalling in iL Lord Byron called %\ 
silent woman ''sleeping tkunder? I calcttlated the 
number of persons tliat lined the street frotn Shina* 
gawa to my residence at one hinidred and eighty-live 
thousand (I called the distance seven miles) ; thai 
each person occupied two feet of front in his Une^ 
and that the lines were five deep on each side of the ' 
way. This calculation excludes all those who were 
in the croM-streets, or on the tops of the houses. In 
front of the lines of the spectators, stood mnn about 
ten feet apart and armed with a long white staff like 
the marsliiiirs gtaff in the courts at New York. These . 
men worn clothes of various colors, m>i\m green, mmm - 
blue, black, g^y, eta, while the coats of arms were 
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80 varions that it easilj appeared that thej were the 
retamers of persons of rank, who ^kept the ground' 
in the vicinity of his residence. The people all ap- 
peared clean, well clad, and well fed ; indeed, I have 
never seen a case of squalid misery since I have been 
in Japan. 

^^ A large number of ofiScers of police attended the 
procession. In addition to his two swords, each one 
bore an iron truncheon about two feet long and one 
inch in diameter — a savage and dangerous weapon 
in the hands of a passionate or violent man; but 
there was no use for them, nor any apparent need of 
the constant cry of * Satu,' ' satu ' — * Keep back, keep 
back,' which was constantly shouted forth by the 
street keepers. 

^^In this manner I went on, passing over seven 
bridges ; the fifth was the Nippon Bashi, or bridge of 
Japan. It is from this bridge that all distances are 
reckoned in this country. After passing the bridge 
some few hundred yards, we went on in a nearly 
north-northwest direction, and after a while we 
reached a broad moat on the opposite side of which 
rose a stone wall, varying from twenty to forty feet 
high according to the make of the ground. The road 
followed the ditch for more than a mile, when my 
bearers started on a full run, rushed through a gate- 
way across a court, and ended by bearing me into 
the house. This was doing the matter in the most 
honorable Japanese manner. Mr. Huesken had to 
leave his norimono at the outer gate. As I got out 
of mine, I was warmly welcomed by my old friend, 
the Prince of Shinano, who conducted me to my 
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rooms atid pointed out tlie arrangements made for 
my comfort* It will sound queerlj when I my that 
tboee eunststed of a bedstead, mme chairs and tables ; 
but the Japanese never use one of these articles. 
Their rooms are destitute of a single article that we 
wonld call furniture. The universal mat serves aa 
chair, coucli, table, and bed. Ttieir food is served 
on fltands or trays from three to ten inches high, and 
is contained chiefly in wooden bowK lacquered. 
Porcelain is only used for drinking tea and sake from. 
The batliroom was close to rny sleeping apartment 
I had set apart for my special use a bed-room, sitting- 
room, and dining-room. Mn Iluesken's rooms ad- 
joined mine and consisted of a bed- and sitting- room. 
In addition to this, I was shown my reception-rooms* 
which could be increased to any si see by merely re- 
moving the sliding doors. In fact, every Japanese 
house may in a short time be converted into a single 
room by this simple and expeditious procesa. The 
building is very large. It is Government property, 
and was formerly used as a college. It is situated 
within what Is called ^ the Castle ; ' that is, it is the 
outer one of four circles (rather irregular ones), the 
centre one of which is the residence of the Tycoon- 
It is the * court* part of the eityi and none but per- 
sons of rank reside in it* This o%^er, the Prince in- 
formed me that the Government had been in a fever 
of anxiety all day for fear of some accident ; that the 
people were wild with curiosity to see mj entry ; and 
that, had not the Government used the most stringent 
measures, the people would have rushed to Yedo * by 
millions' (those are hk numbers) to see me; and^ 
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finally, the whole of the inner gates of the city had 
been doeed ever since the previous night to keep 
away the crowd, and thus prevent accidents. That 
they were all much rejoiced at my safe arrival, etc. 

^^ He then informed me that, as I came as the rep- 
resentative of so great a nation, the Government had 
appointed eight persons of distinguished rank as 
^ Oommissioners of the Voyage of the American Am- 
bassador to Yedo.' I did not exactly understand 
what was meant by this move. I was assured tliat 
it was solely in honor of me, and that notliing con- 
nected with their duties could give me any umbrage, 
etc I told him that with this explanation I had no 
objection to make at present." 

The " Prince," as Mr. Harris calls the daimio, then 
gave him a list of the eight commissioners, among 
whom were the daimios of Tamba and Hizen, an of- 
ficer of the Revenue Department, and, more impor- 
tant than any of tliese figure-heads, the famous and 
learned Professor Hayashi, who made the treaty 
with Commodore Perry. 



CHAPTER V. 



MR. AIiCOCK*S ASCENT OF FUJI YAJIA 



IN accordance with the Englieb treaty^ Mr* Rnther* 
ford Alcock arrived in Yedo^ in II, M, S, Samp* 
fiOD, duly Eiceredited as ller Britauuic Majestj^g Envoy 
with foil powers- The British Legation was eetab- 
lighed at Tozenji, a commodious Buddhist temple. 
After a few iiioDths^ residence, Mr. Alcock set out to 
ascend the great extinct volcano, Fujiyama, and to 
visit the Bpas of Atami. The two following chapters 
are compiled from his entertaining work^ in two 
volumes, entitled, "The Capital of the TyeooG.** 
Sir Rutherford Alcock afterward became British 
Minister to China, and is, at this date, Febrnary, 
1892, still living in London. 

The party consisted of eight Europeans and nearly 
a hundred Japanese, with thirty horses. For the 
first fifty miles the road skirts the shore of the bay^ 
crossing several peninsulas* As far as the town of 
Yoehiwara, it is the Tokaido, or East Sea Road, con- 
necting Yedo with the principal cities of Hondo. By 
this road all tlie son them daimioa, or princes, used 
to travel to and from the court, generally with a ret- 
iTme of several thousand retainers. They made, each 
day, from fifteen to twenty miles, halting at certain 
tovvtiR where there were lari^e houses of eittertain* 
meiit built es|)ecial]y to accommodate them and the 
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officers of the Tycoon. These houses were spacious, 
clean, and empty ; the matted floor supplying at once 
a seat, a couch, and a table. Wadded counterpanes, 
and even mosquito-nets, could generally be procured 
by the travellers. 

" Immediataly after arrival," says Sir Rutherford, 
^^the landlord appears in full costume, and prostrat- 
ing himself with his head to the ground, felicitates 
himself on the honor of receiving so distinguished a 
guest, begs to receive your orders, and that you will 
be pleased to accept a humble offering at his hands — 
generally a little fruit, a few grapes or oranges, occa- 
sionally a rope of eggs, that is to say, a row of them, 
curiously twisted and plaited into a fine rope of 
straw. Due thanks having been given, he disap- 
pears, and you see no more of him or his servants — 
if, as usually happens, the guests bring their own 
and do not require help — until the foot is in the 
stirrup; when he makes another formal salutation, 
with parting thanks and good wishes. These details 
apply to the whole journey ; the house or garden 
may be a little larger or smaller, the paper on the 
walls which divide the rooms a little fresher or din- 
gier, but all the essential features are stereotyped, 
and exactly reproducexl from one end of the kingdom 
to the other." 

During the first few days the road lay over a suc- 
cession of hills, of no great height, but from which 
fine views were obtained over the cultivated valleys 
on either side, with a background of mountains to 
the westward, among which Fuji-yama soared aloft 
in lonely grandeur. 

4 
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As tliia was tlie first foreign trip from Yedo, made 
so far into the interior, it occasioned a great excite- 
ment in all the towns along the road* ^^ As ea^It 
roadside vill^e, and even the larger towns, generally 
coiiBiet of one long atid seemingly endles*? street, tiie 
news of our approach spread aa rapidly and unerrijig^ 
ly as the message of an electric telegraph, turning out 
the whole population as if by a simnltaneous shock ; 
men, women ^ and children — clothed and nude — doga^ 
poultry, and cats 1 I think at Odawara no living 
thing could have been left inside. Such a waving 
sea of heads seemed to bar our passage, that I began 
to congratulate myself that my unknown friend, tlie 
Dairnio^ had so courteously provided me with an es- 
cort I felt some curiosity as to the mode they would 
take to open a way through the dense mass of sway- 
ing bodies and excited heads, which looked all the 
more formidable the nearer we approached* My 
guides, however, seemed perfectly unembarrassed, 
and well they might be — for when within a few atepa 
of the foremost ranks, there was a wave of tlie fan 
and a single word of command issued^ * ShUaniro ! * 
(Kneel down !) when, as if by magic, a wide path waa 
opened and every head dropped; tlie body disap- 
pearing in some marvellous way behind the legs and 
knees of its owner.'' 

After striking the foot of the Uakon^ Mountains^ 
which rise to a height of six thousand feet above the 
sea, the road became a broad avenue of smooth gravel | 
winding tlirough a suceessian of fertile plains and 
valleys, where the millet, buckwheat, and rice gave 
promise of rich harvests. The famous IIakon6 paaeei i 
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extend for a distance of twenty miles, and are so 
rough as to be nearly impassable. The travellers 
were obliged to dismoant, while the grooms led the 
horses over slippery bowlders, and up the channels 
torn by mountain torrents. The heights were cov- 
ered with forests, principally of pine, inclosing fresh 
green valleys, beautifully cultivated, and watered by 
swift, clear streams. Here the crt/ptomeriaj or Jap- 
anese cypress, grows to a height of one hundred and 
fifty feet, the hydrangea is a. wild shrub, and the 
bamboo is found beside the oak and fir. Nothing 
can exceed the size, beauty, and variety of the vege- 
tation. 

After a long ascent, the party reached the little vil- 
lage of Yumoto, where there are hot saline springs, 
much frequented by the Japanese. A further jour- 
ney of four hours through a furious rain brought the 
travellers to the lake and village of H.akon6. Here 
there was a s^ki, or Government barrier, strictly 
guarded, both to prevent arms from being carried 
toward the capital, or any wife or female child of the 
daimios from travelling away from it — the latter re- 
maining as hostages while the princes visited their ter- 
ritories. The Lake of Hakone, which is a fine sheet 
of water, surrounded by hills — apparently the crater 
of an extinct volcano — is 6,250 feet above the sea. 

Beyond this lake there is a second barrier, at the 
highest point on the road, which then descends 
through a rich and populous country to the town of 
Mishima, where the travellers passed the night. The 
next day brought them to Yoshiwara, near the head 
of the deep Gulf of Idzn, where they were obliged 
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to leave the Tokaido, or liigh-ro&d. A furioos teii^ 
pest detained thern at Yoshiwara for a day, during 
which time a tneBseoger arrived from the Superiar 
of the Buddhist monaBterj at OmiOj high up on the 
side of Fuji-jatua, offering the hospitalitj of hie 
retreat The next afternoon they paid a short visit 
of ceremony, reserving a longer stay for the return, 
and pushed on before night to Hariyama^ the high- 
est inhabited spot on the mountain. 

By this time all traces of the storm had vanished. 
The weather was pronounced fav<H able for tlie ascent 
by the Japanese, and the party started at daybreak^ 
with three priests as guides and several strong moon* 
tain-men as porters. At first the way lay tbrough 
waving fields of grain, succeeded by a belt of highf 
rank grass ; but soon they entered the mazes of the 
wood, which clings round the base and creeps high 
np the sides of the monntain, clothing tlie shoulders 
of the towering peak like the shaggy uiane of a lion, 
with increased majesty, *' At first," says Sir Rotlier^ 
ford, *' we found trees of large growth— good trunke 
of the oak, the pine^ and the beech — and came upon 
many traces of the fury with which the typhoon had 
swept across. Large trees had been broken short off, 
and others uprooted. One of these bi'oken off had 
been thrown right across our patb^ and compelled us 
either to scramble ovei or creep under its massive 
trunk- At Hakimondo we left the horses, and the 
last trace of permanent habitation or the hauota of 
men. Soon after the wood became thinner and mon} 
stunted in growth, while the beech and birch took 
the place of tlie oak and pine. 
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^^ We speedily lost all traces of life, vegetable or 
animal ; a solitary sparrow or two alone flitted occa- 
sionally across onr path. In the winding ascent over 
the rabble and scori® of the mountain — which alone 
is seen after ascending about half-way — ^little huts or 
caves, as these resting-places are called, partly dug 
out and roofed over to give refuge to the pilgrims, 
appeared. There are, I think, eleven from Haki- 
mondo to the summit, and they are generally about a 
couple of miles asunder. In one of these we took up 
our quarters for the night, and laid down our rugs, 
too tired to be very delicate. Nevertheless the cold, 
and the acciipants we found former pilgrims had left, 
precluded much sleep. Daylight was rather a relief, 
and after a cup of hot coffee and a biscuit, we com- 
menced the upper half of the ascent. The first part, 
after we left the horses, had occupied about four 
hours' steady work, and we reached our sleeping- 
station a little before sunset, lava and scorisB every- 
where around us. The clouds were sailing far below 
our feet, and a vast panorama of hill and plain 
bounded by the sea, stretched far away. We looked 
down on the summits of the Hakon^ range, being 
evidently far above their level, and we could distinct- 
ly see the lake lying in one of the hollows. The last 
half of the ascent is by far the most arduous, grow- 
ing more steep as each station is passed. 

" The first rays of the sun just touched, with a 
line of light, the broad waters of the Pacific as they 
wash the coast, when we made our start. The first 
station seemed very near, and was reached within the 
hour ; but each step now became more difficult. The 
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path, if Biich may be called the zig-zag whieli our 
guides took, often Jed directlj over fragmente of out- 
jntting rocks, while the loose scorise prevented firm 
footing, iind added mocli to the fatigue. The air be- 
came more rarefied, and perceptibly affected the 
breatliing. At laBt the thud station wag paggcd, and 
a strong effort earned us to the fourtlij the whole 
party by tliis time straggHng at long intervals* Tliis 
waB now the hi&t between ub and the gitmmit. It did 
not seern so far, nntil a few figures on the edge of 
the crater ftiriuBlied a means of nieagnreinaiiti snd 
they looked painfnllj dimifintive* 

** The last stage, more rough and precipitons than 
the preceding, had this farther disad vantage, that it 
came after t)ie fatigue of all tlje otliere* More than 
an honr*e toil, with frequent stoppagea for breath 
and rest to aching lega and spine, were needed ; and 
more than one of our number felt very near the end 
of his Btrengtii before the last step placed the happj 
pilgrim on the topmost stone and enabled him to 
look down the yawning crater, Tliig is a great oval 
opening, with jagged lips, eBtimated by Lieutenant 
liobiTtson, with an eh means of measurenients a^^ he 
could command, at about one thousand yards in 
length, with a mean width of sLt hondred^ and ia 
probably about three hundred and fifty yards in 
depth . Looking down on the other side, wliich had 
a northern a«pect» there seemed a total abw^nco %4 
Togetation, even otj tlie lower levels, and the rieli 
country we had left was completely hid by a cancipy 
of clouds drifting far below. The estimated haigiit 
of the edge of the crater above the level of tlie 
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sea was 13,997 feet ; and the highest peak, 14,177 
feet 

^^ The Japanese, who perform this pilgrimage from 
religions motives, are generallj dressed in white gar- 
ments, which they are carefnl to have stamped with 
varions mystic characters and idols' images by the 
bonzes located there dnring the season for that pur- 
pose. On the sleeves of many of the pilgrims scal- 
lop-shells appear — a strange coincidence, which I have 
never been able to explain. The origin of the pil- 
grimage is traced back to an ancient date, when a 
holy man, the founder of the Shinto religion — the 
oldest in Japan — took up his residence on the moun- 
tain. Since his death, his spirit is still believed to 
have influence to bestow health and various other 
blessings on those who make the pilgrimage in honor 
of his memory. 

^^The volcano has long been extinct; the latest 
eruption recorded was in 1707. The tradition is that 
the mountain itself appeared in a single night from 
the bowels of the earth, a lake of equal dimensions 
making its appearance near Kioto at the same hour. 
The time actually spent in climbing up to the summit 
was about eight hours, but the descent occupied little 
more than three. We slept two nights on the moun- 
tain, and had greatly to congratulate ourselves on the 
weather, having fallen upon the only two fine days out 
of six. As we descended on the last morning there 
was a thick Scotch mist, which soon changed into a 
drenching rain. We only found patches of snow here 
and there near the summit, but on our return to Yedo, 
three weeks later, it was completely covered." 
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On their return, the travellers spent the night at 
the monastery of Omio, where they were treated 
with the greatest hospitality^ the moiika having even 
attempted to furnish eeate in the Enropean fa&hlon, 
by naiUjjg pieces of board over the tops of small tubs. 
The next day they retraced their road as far as the 
town of Mishima, after fording a river so fiwollen by 
the rains as to be very dangerous, llerethey tamed 
aside from the main highway^ in order to visit the 
mineral springs of Atami, on the dhore of the prom^ 
ontory of Idzit The country was very beautif nl, di- 
versified with clumps of trees, hedge- rowsj and wind- 
ing rivulets. Nothing eould be richer than the soilf 
or the variety of its productions* Snug kioking ham- 
lets and homesteads were nestled among the trees, or 
under the hills, and here and there were park walla, 
or splendid avenues of cryptomeria, leading to tlte 
residences of the native princes. The people had a 
happy, contented, and proeperous air, quite disprov* 
ing tlie accounts of the oppression and exaction im* 
posed upon them by their local rulers. The principal 
crop was rice, but there were also many fields of to- 
bacco and cotton, arum and sweet potato, with or- 
chards of persimmon and orange trees* In passing 
through these mountain districts, the travellers fre- 
qnently came npon groups of peasantry, collected 
from all the surrounding hamlets for the purpose of 
seeing the strangers — perhaps the greatest novelty of 
their lives. They eat upon some knoll, or small hil- 
lock by the roadside, or knei*ling on their mats, pa- 
tiently waiting the uncertain hoar when the foreign- 
era should appear. 
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In the afternoon Atami was reached, lying in a nar- 
row goi^ close to the shore, with the steam from its 
hot springs rising above the houses. The principal 
bathing establishment, reserved for the use of the 
daimios, had been prepared for the Minister's recep- 
tion, and the accommodations, thongh simple, were 
f onnd to be very comfortable. Atami has an agricul- 
tural and fishing population of only about one thousand 
four hundred. The people cultivate their fields of 
rice and millet, and a few vegetables ; the bay pro- 
vides them with mackerel, lobsters, and various kinds 
of fish peculiar to the coast. They use some of the 
hot springs for cooking, the water being saline, with 
a very slight trace of sulphur. The natives make use 
of the baths adjoining the spring, for rheumatism and 
for diseases of the skin and eyes. 

The return journey from Atami to Kanagawa, 
after three weeks spent at Atami, near Yedo, was 
made in three days, without any adventure worth 
noting. 



CHAPTER Vt 



ALOOOE'S OmELAKD JOUENIY FEOM NAGASAKI TO 
YEDO 

IN the flpring of 1861, returning Irom a visit ta 
China, Sir Rutherford Alcock, on reaching Na- 
gasaki, determined to make the journey froca that 
place overland to Yedo, in the company of M, de 
Wit, the Dutch Minister. The Englieh coneul and 
an artist alea joined the party, making five Euro- 
pean e. 

They left Nagasaki on Jane l&t, attended by a 
long retinoe of guards, grooms, interpreters^ and 
servants. The rain was pouring in torrents^ and the ^ 
commencement of the journey was as uncomfortable 
as it could well be. After leaving the last tea- bouses 
in the suburbs of the city, the fields of grain and ric© ' 
bordered the road, the former already ripcnedf while 
men and women, up to their knees in liquid nmd, 
were busy in planting the latter. Sweet potatoes 
grew on terraces, supported by walls built along the 
faces of the hills ; the hedges were overrun witb , 
honeysuckles and a^aleaa^ while the pine, palm, bam- 
boo, and cryptomeria grew side by side. The foil, 
although not naturally very fertile^ was made^ by 
careful cultivation, to yield a large return for labor. 

The island of Kiuehiu, tlirough whicli the travel- 
lers journeyed northward, toward the Straits of 
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Shimonos^ki, which separate it from Hondo, is one 
of the three largest Japanese ishtnds. ^^ Daring this 
nine days' jonrney," says Sir Rutherford, " there was 
a combination of every kind of scenery. Well-culti- 
vated valleys, winding among the hills, were graced 
with terraces stretching far up toward their summits, 
wherever a scanty soil could be found or carriedj 
with a favorable aspect for the crops. We traversed 
some wild-looking passes, too, where hill and rock 
seemed tumbled in chaotic confusion from their vol- 
canic beds. Frequent glimpses were caught of the 
sea-coast and bays, from which the road seldom 
strays very far inland. Pretty hamlets and clumps 
of fine trees were rarely wanting ; and if the villages 
looked poor, and the peasant's home (bare of furniture 
at all times) more than usually void of comfort, yet 
all the people looked as if they had not only a roof 
to cover them, but rice to eat, which is more than can 
always be said of our populations in Europe. As 
groups of women and children crowded around the 
doors of the cottages, the whole interior of which the 
eye could easily take in at a glance, it would some- 
times appear a problem how so many living beings 
could find sleeping room, or what provision there 
could be for the commonest requirements of decency, 
much less comfort. They must of necessity herd to- 
gether very much like cattle; but neither is that, 
unfortunately, peculiar to Japan. 

" At Urfishino in the morning, and Tak^iwa in the 
evening of the third day, we found some hot sulphur 
baths. The first we visited was open to the street, 
with merely a shed roof to shelter the bathers from 
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the B\xm As we approached, an elderlj' matnnij 
fitepped out on the margin, leaving half a dozen of 
the other sex behind her to continue their soahing 
proceee* The freedom of the ladj from aU self- 
eongeiouBQess or etnbarrasBment was perfect of ita^ 
kind* The sprh^gB are close to tbe bank of a river, 
ahaded by gome noble trees ; and the scene is both 
livelj and picturesque, with groups of votaries, uude 
and undraped, crowding around the various reser- 
voirs, and enjoying alternately the medicinal virtnet' 
of the waters and the cool shade of the trees," 

On the tiiird day the party passed a coal mine, 
belonging to the Pricce of Hizen. It lay witltin a 
hundred yards of the main road, and a cross-road led 
directly to it, but the way was stopped by a newly- 
erected barrier of bamboo. The English and Dutch 
ministers, wishing to nmke a nearer inspection, passed 
tliis barrier, in spite of the outcries and protestations 
of the guards, who made every effort sliort of personal 
violence to prevent them. There was simply a hori* 
zontal shaft into the side of the hill, with some heaps 
of inferior coal about its month. This appears to be 
the eoal which is brought to Nagasaki, and sold to for- 
eign steamers. The Prince of Ilizen, it is said, or- 
dered throngh tlie Dutch a steam-engine to aid in the 
better working of liis mines ; bnt after it arrived, and 
was conveyed to the spot, ho changed his mind, de- 
claring that it would take the bread out of his work- 
men's mouths. The attempt of the foreign nnnisteri^ 
to eiamine the mines, was rejK>rted at Yado after- 
ward, with many exaggerations, and made the aiib-^ 
ject of a complaint. 
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" On our way to TJshino, on the seventh day," says 
Sir Bntherford, "we passed through many scenes 
worthy of the artist's pencil ; indeed, the number of 
tempting pictures was truly tantalizing, since it was 
clearly impossible to take even the slightest sketch 
of all. A little wayside shrine, embosomed in trees, 
was approached over a ravine, across which nature 
or art had fiung a great bowlder of granite. The 
scene, with a group of Japanese seated in the fore- 
ground, proved altogether irresistible. Again, as we 
descended through a rocky pass into the valley 
below, and caught the first glimpse of the cultivated 
fields and terraced hills, with another range of moun- 
tains towering beyond, picturesque Japanese figures 
filling up the foreground, it was difficult to pass and 
take no note. 

" On the eighth day, our way to Koya-no-s^ lay 
chiefly along the banks of a river, on a high cause- 
way raised some twenty feet above the level of the 
water. We passed several depots of coal, evidently 
placed there for embarkation in some large flat- 
bottomed boats — a novel sight on the sand-choked 
rivers of Japan, certainly in Kiushiu, where boats 
are to be seen only as exceptions. Kokura, theforti- 
fled capital of the provinces of Buzen, and one of 
the keys to the strait between Kiushiu and Hondo, 
we reached early next morning, fortunately, for the 
sun beat hot upon our heads and shoulders long 
before ten o'clock. The roads were sheets of mud, 
and in places all but impassable with the heavy rains 
that had recently fallen ; and, though the scenery 
»«*• as beautiful as ever, it was difficult under such 
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conditioDs to enjoy it. Pleasant country hoti&e% e«cli 
Burrounded by its garden and cliimpe of treaa or or- 
chards, line the road which leads to the provincial 
capital, for moi*e that) a mile. It was holiday timei 
and all the inhabitants were at their windows, drasaed 
in their beet, or grouped on the door-steps to watch 
the €or(eff€ pass. 

" The entrance of Koknra is by a gateway, guarded 
by a oonBiderable force of amied retainers. The 
walk were high, and eeemed well capable of defence 
against anything but artilleiy. After a short halt, 
we embarked on board a jnnk^ in the state cabin of 
which we had only the choice of eqtiatting^ or lying 
down between the ceiling and the floor* At the op- 
posite aide of the straits, after a two hours^ pull^ we 
found H* M, S* Ringdove waiting our arrival, and we 
left the shores of Kiushiu^ not sorry to have ended 
this much of our journey; for, despite all the attrac* 
tions, novelty^ and great beauty eould lend, it was 
both fatiguing and tedious. Some seven or eight 
leagues a day on miser able ponies, led at a snaiPa 
pace over Indifferent roads when at their best, and at 
this seafion often little lietter than a aericB of pitfalls, 
was rather trying to the patience. From all I had 
Been, I drew the condusion, that although the fertil* 
ity of the soil is great, and turned to the best account 
by a plentiful supply of the cheapest labor, yet little 
auperflnity is left to those who have to li?e by tbe 
cultivation of the land.'* 

The party arrived at ShimonoBdki^ tlie town on 
the Hondo shore of the strait, on the ninth day after 
leaving Kagasaki* At this port they decided to em- 
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bark for Hiogo, at the farther end of the Inland Sea, 
instead of taking the rugged land-route along the 
sea-coast, which it would have required nearly three 
weeks to traverse. The distance from Shiinonos^ki 
to Hiogo, which is near the large city of Osaka, is 
about two hundred and fifty miles by water. 

Shimonos^ki is a town of about ten thousand in- 
habitants, extending in one straggling street for a 
mile and a half along the shore. The name means 
Lower Barrier. The dwellings are mostly of wood, 
but the warehouses for goods are covered with a sort 
of white cement, or stucco, which is fire -proof. 
Sugar, rice, iron, and oil, are the principal articles 
which are exported in junks to other parts of Japan. 
Among the curiosities of the place are two swords, 
said to have belonged to the Hide'yoshi, and an an- 
cient temple, in which there is a picture representing 
the famous naval battle of a.d. 1184 in which the 
Gen or Minamoto annihilated the H^i or Taira clan. 

The party embarked in three large native junks, 
which were taken in tow by the British steamer, and 
were carried smoothly and slowly along through the 
Inland Sea, lying at anchor every night. The shores 
of the surrounding islands are so lofty that the water, 
protected from the severe storms and swells of the 
Pacific, resembles rather that of an inland lake. The 
villages along the shores are mostly poor fishing ham- 
lets, with a barren country around them. The scen- 
ery of the voyage, nevertheless, from the height and 
variety of form of the mountain isles, is very beauti- 
ful. 

At noon on the fourth day, the junks arrived at 
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Hiogo, which 18 a town of about twenty thousand i 
iiih^ibltauts, pleasaDtlj eitnated along the edge of 
sandy shore, with a range of wooded hillB and mouu- 
tains I'isitjg with a gentle slope behind. It is the 
ghippitig port of the great city of Osaka, which lies 
upon a river, some thirty miles inland* The harbor 
of Iliogo (or of OBiika. as it is eonietimes called) Is 
one of tlie best in Japan, lie rice the opening of tliis 
port to foreign coninioree, with the condition of free 
aocefls to the greater city, was a very important oon* 
eeseioti. Nevertheless, on this first visit, the shope 
were closed and the streets deserted, until the protes- 
tations of the ministers forced the Japan see officials 
to remove tlie restriction. 

At Hiogo, other difficnItieB awaited the party* 
One of the Governors of Foreign Affaire had 
sent from Yedo expressly to dissuade the mintsteil^ 
from con tinning their journey by land. He declared 
that die conn try was in a disturbed state ; tlitt ra- 
mus, or bravoB, were known to be ranging abroad, 
and that there was trouble between the Tyccx»n and 
the Mikado, It seemed to the mlnisterSf howerer, 
that the main object of the mission was to prc?v(.^nt 
them from going to Kioto^ the capital of Japan, and 
the residence of the Mikado ; for, when they had of- 
fered to give np this part of their plan, no serious 
objection was made to the overland journey to Yedo. 
In reality the ministers sctnally incun-ed a greater 
danger than they suspected at the time. 

The distance from lliogo to Osaka by land is abont 
thirty miles. Nearly the whole way lies througli the 
alnpea and valleys intervening between tlie sea and 
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the mountain range, trending inland. There are a 
great many rivers to be crossed ; some over plank 
bridges almost too fragile for horses ; others in boats, 
and others must be forded. The plain, which is 
sandy, is devoted to the cnltivation of grain, cotton, 
and beans. Osaka is first seen at the distance of a 
leagne, with the castle on a wooded eminence, com- 
manding a view of the river. This is the ancient 
stronghold which Nobnnaga took from the Bud- 
dhists, and which became the residence of Hid^yo- 
shi's son during the reign of ly^yas. Sir Eutherford 
Alcock gives the following description of his arrival 
at Osaka : 

" We were nearly an honr in traversing the sub- 
urbs of this vast city, before we seemed to gain the 
great thoroughfare, filled to overflowing with an im- 
mense, but very orderly, crowd. There was pushing 
and squeezing, and from time to time a desperate de- 
scent was made by the police on some luckless wights 
in the front rank. Blows on the bare head were 
dealt furiously on all ; but the weapon was a fan, and 
although in their hands a very effective one, it could 
hardly do much mischief. We came at last to the 
main river, spanned by a bridge three hundred yards 
long, well and solidly built, below which there is an 
island, covered with houses, in the midst of the stream, 
something like the island of St. Louis in the Seine. 
Not a trace of hostile feeling was to be seen anywhere, 
though the curiosity was great to see the foreign min- 
isters. Here, indeed, as might be noticed at a glance, 
was a vast population, with whom trade was the chief 
occupation ; and at every step evidences of the greatest 
6 
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actdvitj were visible. Piled up near the bridge I 
noticed gla^d tiles for draiue, and large earthen jara 
for coffina — the Japaiie&e being burled as be lives, 
with his heels tucked up under him in a sitting poet- 
ure^an arrangement which has at leaat the advan- 
tage of saving space in the cemeteries, still further 
economized by burning the bodies of the poorer claaaes^ 
and merely burying their asheg in a jar of small di- 
mensions. The Japanese have some strange aupersti* 
tions about either sleeping or being buried with the 
head to the north. In every sleepiug-room at the 
ree ting- pi aces we fouud tlie points of the compa^ 
marked on the ceiling; and my Japanese servant 
would on no account let my bed be made up in any 
but the right direction." 

The travellers were lodged in a large temple^ witli 
some pretensions to architectural beauty. The first 
day they devoted to eliopping and the tlieatre, reserv- 
ing a second day to be spent in traversing the city by 
water, as in Venice — by means of the river^arms 
which divide it — and in visiting the larger temples 
and the Tycoon^s castle. They visited some silk shops 
so large that from fifty to one hundred attendantj^ 
were constantly employed. Bronzes were also very 
beautiful and cheap ; but lacquer-ware waa aatoniab* 
ingly dearj and from forty to fifty dollars apiece were 
demanded for small, ^^^J^ pug-nosed, goggle-eyed 
dogs, called chin. By slipping away from their Japan- 
ese attendants, the travellers succeeded in obtaining 
some very rare and beautiful epecimens of porcelain* 
Ai soon as the attendants rejoined them, the pric^ of 
every article immediately advanced fifty per cent. 
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The day devoted to the exploration of the city by 
water was one of great interest. There are thirteen 
rivers and canals, and at least a hundred bridges, 
many of them of enormous width and costly structure, 
span these streams in all directions. The banks of 
the main river were then lined for two or three miles 
with the residences of daiinios, with broad flights of 
granite steps descending to the water's edge. Thou- 
sands of boats, filled with merchandise or passengers, 
covered the broad surface of the waters ; and every 
bridge was crowded to an alarming extent by the 
population, eager to see the foreigners. Later in 
the day the latter made an effort to visit some of the 
older and more celebrated temples; but they were 
foiled by the cunning of the Japanese attendants^ 
who, after dragging them about for an hour or two 
in the hot sun, took them finally to some ruined walls. 
In the same manner they were prevented from seeing 
the castle. The friendly and confiding manner of 
the inhabitants toward them contrasted strongly with 
the jealousy and meddlesome interference of the o£S- 
cials, and they were satisfied that the opposition to 
intercourse with foreigners in Japan is not founded 
on anything in the character of the people. 

Leaving for Yedo on June 19th, they passed many 
large villages on the plain around Osaka. The popu- 
lation, for the first time during the journey, was 
noisy and troublesome, crying out, " Chinese huck- 
sters ! " as they passed through. Beyond the plain, 
there is a mountain range, about four thousand feet 
in height, which the road crosses into a beautiful 
valley beyond. Here the unfriendly manifestations 
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ceased ; the Tokaido, or high roadj had been swept 
clean for tlie pa^^uge of fiotne native princaSf and 
small boySf with brootnBp ran along in advance of the 
foroign mirtisterB, shouting, " Down on jour knees!'* 
to ail the natives thej met. 

On the third daj tlie I'oad entered a very pietttr- 
esque country, *^ Wo rode through defiles of uioun- 
tains, amidst a very cliaos of hills and ravines^ the 
former tumbled wildly together, looking like a 
troubled eea of billowB suddenly petrified. It must 
have been the theatre of some long eictinct Tolcanio 
action ; for niilea, half*filled ciaters were the leading 
feature. This was the circuitous route adopted^ in 
order to leave Kioto to the left^ compelling na to 
take a cross-road only some five or six feet in width, 
ivinding around the bases of the hills." 

The Japanese officials accompanying the party in- 
sisted on halting for the night at a little village in- 
etead of tiie larger town which had been selected in 
advance aa the resting-place. They asserted that the 
houses for travellers were undergoing repair, and the 
change of programme was aecompanied witli so much 
utconvcnience to themitelvesj that the ministers fin- 
ally agreed to it. Butj on reaching Uy^no, the fol- 
lowing morning, they were surprised to find it a 
stately, well-built place, the houses all in ]»erfect ar^ 
der, but every door and window hermetically dosed, 
and not a living face to be seen. Even the reaidenoe 
of the Daimio— the same Trido, Idj£umi no Rami, who 
was one of the first commiBsioners to meet Commo- 
dore Perry at Kuriliama in 1853 — was marked by 
screens of cotton cloth. It was, of eonrse, trnpossible 
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to obtain from the Japanese any explanation of this 
extraordinary proceeding ; bnt it mast be attributed 
to an assertion of defiant independence of the Ty- 
coon's aathority, on the part of the Idzami no Kami. 
This disposition on the part of those daimios who 
are hostile to foreign interconrse, to disregard the 
treaties made by the Government, was later more 
strikingly illastrated in the case of the Daimios of 
Satsnma, and Choshin. 

" Our way lay for many days," the anther con- 
tinnes, *^ through mountain scenery and fertile valleys, 
the hills generally clothed to the very summit with 
trees, chiefly of the pine family. The same sandy 
character of the soil, and the formation of the hills 
already noticed, continued until we approached with- 
in sight of Fuji-yama, when it was exchanged for 
the dark rich mould which alone is to be seen within 
a hundred miles of Yedo. On the fourth day we had 
struck into the ordinary route, and had the advantage 
of the fine sanded roads and park-like avenues of the 
Tokaido. And now each day we met one or more 
corUge% of daimios coming from the capital. As a 
general rule, we had nothing to complain of ; if some 
of the principal officers and armed retainers scowled 
at us, and seemed to think our presence on the high 
roads an offence, the greater number passed on their 
way, as we did on ours, without any manifestation of 
feeling or opinion. In one case only, I was amused 
by a somewhat characteristic trait. Mr. De Wit and 
I were riding abreast and without any escort, having 
left them far behind, when, seeing a rather large cor- 
Uge filling up the road as we turned an angle, we 
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drew to one side and went in single file, Ko eooner 
did the leading officer observe the movement than he 
inetantlj began to swagger, and motioned all tlie train 
to spread themselves over the whole road ; so that all 
we gained hy onr consideration and conrteej was to 
run tlie risk of being pii&hed into the ditch by an in- 
aolent Bubordinate. 

" As we advanced tlirongh the country, both men 
and women were buaily employed in planting ont 
their rice. This was tl*e first time I had seen any 
but isolated cases of women being eng^ed in field 
labor In Japan ; for the Japanese appear to me to be 
honorably distinguished among nations of a higher 
civiliasation, in that they leave their women to the 
lighter work of the bouBc^ and perform themselves 
the harder ont-door labor* Indeed, I was at first in 
BO me doubt here J for it was by no means easy to dis- 
tinguish the women from the men at a little distiinca 
To guard the legs probably from leeches^ as they pad* 
died in the mud^ tliey all wore gaiters np to the 
knees and short cotton tronfler&. When the neck 
was covered, there was no very distinguishing differ- 
ence between the sexes^ as the men never have any 
hair about the face* The wheat in Japan never ap- 
pears to be sown broadcast. All that I have seen hm 
been drilled and planted in rowB, much as the rice is, 
a few stalks together. Lal>or is cheap, and it is to be 
presnmed they find tltis the more profitable way. 

** As we approached Miya, on the bay of Owari, 
w© passed another gi-eat caetle. And yet this tenn 
is vary likely, I fear, to mislead the reader* What 
constitutes a daimio*& castle^ then, in Japan, is fust a 
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moat sniTonnded by a wall, generallj built of mad 
intersected with layers of tiles, and plastered over ; 
sometimes with parapets, and loopholed for mas- 
ketry ; a large gateway, with massive overhanging 
roof ; a straggling group of ignoble-looking lath and 
plaster houses inside, rarely more than one story 
high, and sometimes, if the owner is a daimio of very 
great pretensions, his walls will be flanked with tur- 
rets. In his grounds, something like a two- or three- 
storied pagoda will rise above the dead level of the 
other roofs, and look picturesque through the clumps 
of fine timber with which the grounds of the owners 
are always graced, whatever else may be wanting." 

The travellers were six honrs in crossing the bay 
of Owari, to reach Miya, where the Tokaido recom- 
mences, on the opposite side, the distance being 
about twenty miles. From this place to the next 
large town of Okasaki, the road led through a beau- 
tiful open country, with mountains on the horizon. 
Villages and towns follow in quick succession ; and 
rarely at a greater interval than one or two leagues 
at farthest, along the whole route from Nagasaki to 
Yedo. At a place called Aral there was another 
bay to cross, a distance of about three miles ; but a 
broad canal, for the passage of boats, was cut through 
the shallows and sand-bars. 

More than half the distance between Osaka and 
Yedo had now been traversed, and the annoying 
interference of the Japanese authorities began to 
diminish. Immediately after leaving Hamamatsu, 
the half-way town, the travellers were obliged to 
make their way across a plain, traversed in all direc- 
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tions by floods and water - coaraes, swelled by the 
rains, wbicli had broken the bridges and damaged 
all the roads, Ooe of the vUlages through which 
they passed was devoted entirely to the plaiting of 
Btraw-ehoes* At atjother place, called Kakegawg, 
the people are celebrated for weaving a kind of linen 
from the bark of a creeper. Rain coats are made of 
the same bark, unwoven, and only slightly plaited, 
or of straw, and they are highly esteemed as both 
light and impervions. 

After crossing another higli range of monntaina, 
with very wild and grand scenery, the road descended 
to the river Oigawa, which was so swollen by rain 
that the party was obliged to wait nntil the next 
morning before they were able to cross. The ndinis- 
ters were carried aeroBs in the narimonaa^ or native 
palanqntnB of Japan, carried upon the shouldem of 
the ferr)*men. The poorer natives, men and women, 
bestride the latter's shoulders, holding their gar* 
mentd np to tJie waist while crossing the deeper parts. 

From the banks of this river the first view of Fn- 
ji-yama, on this journey, was obtained. This was a 
welcx>me proof to the weary travellers that the jonr- 
ney was drawing to an end. On the thirty-second 
day after leaving Nagasaki^ the party readied the 
small foreign settlement at Kanagawa, 

Sir Rutherford Alcock returned to the British le- 
gation at Yedo on July 4th, and on the night of the 
5th the murderous attack was made, in which Mr. 
Laurence Oliphant, the Secretary oi Legation, and 
Mr* Morrison^ British Conaol at Nagaaaki, were se* 
verely wou*ided. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

M. HUMBEBTS VOYAGE FROM NAGASAKI TO TEDO 

MADCfe HUMBERT, appointed by the Swiss 
• Government in 1862 an Envoy Extraordi- 
nary for the pnrpose of making a commercial treaty 
with Japan, remained some years in the latter coun- 
try, and employed his leisure time to excellent pur- 
pose in studying the history, the laws, manners, and 
customs of the Japanese. His work was published 
in 1870, in two large quarto volumes, with nearly five 
hundred admirable illustrations, mostly from photo- 
graphs taken on the spot, or from a native illustrated 
gazetteer of Yedo, made by pupils of the famous 
Hokusai. 

Reaching Nagasaki in April, 1863, M. Humbert 
was hospitably received by the Dutch agent, M. De 
Wit, and took up his residence, temporarily, on the 
island of D^shima. He found that the Japanese 
city of Nagasaki was entirely free to Europeans, who 
were permitted to wander through its streets at their 
pleasure. He was charmed with the situation of the 
town, and the beauty of its environs. The native 
place contained about eighty thousand inhabitants. 
The houses were all built of wood, but there was a 
staircase of granite connecting the lower city with the 
upper, and a massive stone bridge across the princi- 
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pal of the moontain torments which divide the fitreota. 
Preparations were already made for the eoastruction 
of a foreign quarter npon the mainland, opposite the 
island of Deshima, which is moeb too Bmall for the 
necessities of tlie commerce of all nations. 

After a stay of twelve days, M. Humbert took 
passage on the Dutch frigate Koopman for the 
hay of Yedo, by way of the SuwoDada, or iBlaod 

The frigate anchored, the second evening, in the 
Straits of Van der CapelleUj in front of the town of 
Shimonos^ki. The water, next moming, was covered 
with native boats, filled with fishermen, traders, or 
the families of respectable citizens, eager for a nearer 
view of the strange vessel. Bntj after a visit from 
some of the authorities, the voyage was resnmed. 
The day, however, was foggy, and the Japanese pil* 
ote on board kept the centre of the strait until they 
reached the broader waters of the Inner Sea. When 
tlte weather became desLTy the multitude of islanda 
always in sight, with their constantly changing forma, 
gave a new interest to the voyage. Some were arid, 
of a brown or black tint^ shooting np like cones, pyra- 
mids, or jagged fangs, out of the water ; otiiers were 
fertile, their sides laborionsly wrought into terraeee 
for grain and vegetables, with little villages of Hrttu 
era and fishermen in the sheltered coves. 

In entering the basin of Bingo, the large town of 
Imabari, on the coast of the island of Shiknku came 
into view. On a sandy bar, stretching from one of 
the suburbs, there appeared to be a grand fair^ or 
market, judging from the crowds of people. Beyond 
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the town were fertile plains, swelling into hills in the 
distance,, where monntain-peaks, from three to five 
thonsand feet in height, closed the view. Aronnd 
Imabari, there were some low batteries, from which 
flags were flying, gronps of soldiers stood npon the 
ramparts. Shortly afterward, a large Japanese steain- 
er passed the frigate. The pilots declared that it be- 
longed to the Prince of Tosa, one of the eighteen 
chief Daimios of the empire, whose possessions are 
in the sonthem part of Shikokn, and one of the fonr, 
Satsnma, Choshia, Hizen, and Tosa, who led the 
movement which, in 1868, overthrew the Tycoon's 
government, and restored the Mikado to snpreme 
rule in Tokio. 

The second night after leaving Shimonos^ki, was 
passed in one of those broader basins of the Inner 
Sea, called the Arima Nada. It is almost completely 
closed, on the east, by the large island of Awaji, 
which shnts ont the ocean for a space of thirty miles, 
between Shikokn and Hondo. This island was the 
fabled residence of the earlier gods, the cradle of the 
national mythology, and the navel of Japan. The 
lowlands at its northern extremity are covered with a 
snperb vegetation, toward the sonth it rises gradu- 
ally into hills, still beaatifnily cultivated, and is fin- 
ally crowned by a mountain range. 

The steamers which traverse the Inner Sea gen- 
erally take the northern passage, between Awaji 
and Hondo, partly in order to touch at Hiogo, and 
partly because the southern passage, between Awaji 
and Shikokn is considered dangerous for vessels of 
deep draught. The captain of the frigate, neverthe- 
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lesflj detonnined to try the latter. Leaving Awaji 
on the lef tj he steered down the narrowing etrait, l>e- 
tween finely cultivated eh ores, bordered with rocky 
iilets crowned with pine-treee. The water in front 
presented the appearance of a bar of breakers ; yet 
the weather was calm, and the open ocean, in the dis- 
tance, did not show a speck of foam. It was evident 
that the agitation of the water was occasioned by the 
V iolen ce of co nil i c t i ng c iirren ts. Mi 1 1 ion s of gea- b i rd 8 
filled the air, drifting around the rocks like clouds, op 
daBhitig down to riio sea, with continual cries. There 
were many fishing- boats in the calmer channels be- 
tween the islands or the co^es of the shores, but 
none of them ventured into tlie raging flood whicli 
filled the strait The breadth of the main channel 
was estimated at eight hundred yards, with a length 
of nearly' two miles. After passing safely through, 
the frigate entered a broad strait beyond, where the 
swells of the Pacific were already felt. The Inner 
Sea was left behind. 

After having doubled the cape of Idjsumo, the 
southern promontory of liondo, the frigate took ad- 
vantage of the Kuro-MhiiDo (black current), or Asiatic 
gulf stream, whicli flaws northward past the eastern 
shores of Japan, at tho rate of thirty-five to forty 
miles per day. Its maximum temperature tliere is 
about 85^. It is the same warm current which car- 
ries fog and rain to Alagka, and many Japanese^ waifs 
to America and Hawaii, After a day of trancpiil 
navigai ion they uisidc, at sunriae, the promutitorj of 
Idxu, in a bigiit of which is the town of Shinioda^ 
one of tlie ports a])ened to American veasels in 1S54 
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After the great earthquake, the following year, in 
which the Rossian frigate Diana was dashed to 
pieces, and which so changed the harbor as to injure 
its value for commerce, Shimoda was given up, and 
the more, important town of Yokohama substituted 
for it, by the American treaty of 1858. 

When the outer bay of Sagami had been passed, 
and the frigate entered the broad strait of Uraga, 
which opens into the Bay of Yedo, M. Humbert thus 
recalls the memorable event of ten years before : 
" On the chart which they have made of the Bay of 
Yedo, the Americans have consecrated the souvenirs 
of their glorious enterprise by a series of denomina- 
tions of places, which the geographers and navigators 
have already ratified. In front of the town of Uraga 
is Reception Bay^ and beyond it, the bar which forms 
Cape Kamisaki is Rubicon Point ; the bight which 
opens on the left is Susquehanna Bay ; above its 
limpid waters rise Perry Island^ and Webster Isla/nd; 
on the right, from the other shore, extends Cape 
Saratoga; and this side of Yokohama Mississippi 
Bay stretches to the end of Treaty Point. It is 
thus that on these waters and along these shores of 
one of the most charming countries of the world, un- 
known until our day, the names of the New World 
and of our cosmopolitan age are wedded to the names 
of more than twenty centuries of the Empire of the 
Rising Sun." 

As they passed up the bay, the solitary cone of 
Fnji-yama came out in all its snowy splendor ; then, 
doubling Treaty Point, the harbor of Yokohama sud- 
denly opened, with its foreign shipping, its white 
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foreign houses, and consular residences, with the flags 
of their respective nations. 

And not quite ten years had elapsed since the first 
foreign vessels had ever ploughed those waters — since 
Commodore Matthew Perry, coming after the failures 
of two centuries, knocked loudly at the door of the 
great empire, and it was opened to him 1 



CHAPTER VnL 

BBSmBNGE AT YOKOHAMA 

M HUMBERT first took np his residence in the 
• honse of the Dutch Consol-General, in the 
Japanese quarter of Yokohama, known under the 
name of Benten. The house was built by the Japan- 
ese, and was an attempt to combine native and 
European ideas in its architecture and arrangement. 
It was a parallelogram, partly of brick and partly of 
wood, with a spacious veranda on the eastern, west- 
em, and northern sides. All the occupied rooms 
opened upon ' this veranda by double glass doors, 
which took the place of windows. The greater part 
of the main edifice was used for store-rooms, baths, 
stables, and the residence of the native servants, of 
whom there were a large number. In the rear thet*e 
was a garden surrounded with palisades, and with a 
porter's lodge. 

The porter was a respectable, married Japanese, 
who exercised a sort of patriarchal authority over 
the other domestics. His lodge, where there were 
always a tea-machine, a little furnace, pipes and to- 
bacco, was the rendezvous of a crowd of native idlers 
and gossips ; but his services, nevertheless, were al- 
ways rendered punctually and correctly. He was not 
only required to keep a general watch, to open or 
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close tbe doors which he had in charge, hot also to 
eound the hours of daj and night by striking with h 
mailet apon a gong, and to an u ounce in the same 
way the character of tlie risitor — one Btroke signify- 
ing a merchaot or plain citizen, two strokes an officer 
or interpreter, thr^ a csonsul or Japanese governor^ 
and four a minister or admiral, Ue was also respon- 
sible for the night-watch, which nmst visit every 
part of the building half -hourly during the night 

Along the soutliern palisade were the stables and 
laundry, and opposite to them the i-esidences of the 
betto8^ or grooms. Every horae in Japan has his 
separate betto, wlio always accompanies hirn when 
ridden out, running in advance or at the side of the 
horseman. These robust fellows form^ in Japan, a 
corporation or guild which has its own separate 
governttient, the chief officer of which enjoys the 
right of wearing a sword* They are of medium 
stature, but strong and well proijortioned. Their 
lives were spent in a state of ahno&t complete nudi- 
ty ; though Uiey generally wore sandals, a loin-cloth, 
and a short jacket wheu accompanying their masters 
abroad, 

M* Humbert had as valet a little Japanese boy, by 
the name of T6* Ue was a fellow uf quick intelli- 
gence, but with an air of gravity and prudence much 
beyond his years, "It was from To," says the mtn- 
ieiter, '* that I took my first Japanese lesson^ He gave 
me the key to conversation in three words^ and the 
phitoflophical character of the method he employed 
will at once be ap]>reciatedi The operations of the 
mind resolve themselves into three forms— doubt ^ 
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n^atioD, and affirmation. As soon as one knows 
how to express these three operations, the rest is 
only a matter of the Yocabnlarj — a charging of the 
memory with a certain number of the usnal words. 
Thus we will commence with doubt, and say in Japa- 
nese, Arimaaka t which signifies, * Is there t ' Then 
we pass to negation, Arimasen, ^ There is not,' and 
finish with Arimas, ^ There is.' After that the Vo- 
cabulary will furnish us with the words which we 
most need, as Nvppon^ Japan, Japanese ; chi^ fire ; 
cAa, tea ; ma^ a horse ; midzu^ water, etc. Add a 
little mimicry, and we shall be able to compi'e- 
hend many things without the aid of an interpreter. 
Thus, coming home after a long ride, I order To to 
bring me tea : ^Cha cmmasJca t ' He answers, ^Ari- 
maa^ and soon the refreshing beverage is on my 
table. By the same process, I tell him to put the 
water on the fire, or in the tea, to call the betto and 
have the horse saddled, etc. 

At first the native population seemed somewhat 
reserved, not with any evidence of unfriendly feeling, 
but apparently waiting until the strangers should 
make the first advances. ^^ Little by little," says M. 
Humbert, ^^ neighborly relations were established 
between our residence and the quarter of the guards. 
In Japan, as elsewhere, little presents create friendly 
feelings. Some packages of white sugar and Java 
coffee, sent to those families where we learned that 
there were recent births, or invalids, were gratefully 
received. 

" One day, when I was entirely alone, between four 
and five in the afternoon, the porter announced to me 

e 
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the arrival of a deputation of native ladies, aad asked 
whether they should be received* These ladies had 
received from their buBbands permkdion to return 
their thaoks for the presents, but they also wished to 
exauiine our Europeau mode of Uviug. X ordered 
the porter to admit tbeiHj and took tipon myself the 
duty of receiving them with all due honor* 

** I soon heard the sound of wooden shoes on the 
gravel of the garden-alleys, and saw, at the foot of 
the steps leading to the veranda, a group of smiling 
faces^ among whom were four married women, two 
marriageable girls, and children of various agea. 
The 6 rat coald he distingoished by the plainneea of 
their toilets^ having no ornaments in their hair* noth- 
ing fine or briHiantly colored in their clothing, no 
rouge on the face, but the teeth black as ebony, in 
accordance with Japanese usage ; the yonng girls» on 
the contrary, increase the natural whiteness of tli© 
teeth by a coat of carmine on the lips, ronge their 
cheeks, braid bands of scarlet crape among their 
black hair, and wear a broad girdle of brilliant colors. 
As to the children, their costume consisted of gajf 1 
plaid robes and girdles ; their beads were shaved, btit| 
according to age or sex, several tufts of greater or 
less length were left, someloose^ some bound together 
in a sort of chignon, 

^^ After the usual salutations and bows, the ormton < 
of the deputation— for tljcre were two or three who ' 
spoke at once — made me many handsome conipU- 
ments in Jap&nese, to which I replied in Frerich, in- 
viting them to enter the ao&m. Certainly I had tK?en 
understood; for I heard i?x^ret^ions of thanks which 
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I had already learned ; and yet, instead of ascending 
the steps, they appeared to ask some further, unintel- 
ligible explanation. Finally the graceful company 
perceived my ignorance ; adding gesture to words, 
they asked : ^ Shall we take off our shoes in the gar- 
den, or will it answer to do so on the veranda ? ' I 
decided in favor of the latter; whereupon they 
mounted the steps, took off and arranged their san- 
dals, and joyously trod the carpets of the aalon, the 
children with bare feet, the grown persons with cot- 
ton stockings, divided at the end by a thumb for the 
great toe. 

" Their first impression was a naive admiration of 
what they saw, followed immediately by a general 
hilarity, for the tall pier-glasses, descending to the 
fioor, reflected and repeated their forms from head to 
foot, behind as well as in front. While the younger 
visitors continued to contemplate this phenomenon, 
BO new and attractive to them, the married women 
asked me to explain the meaning of the pictures on 
the walls. I stated that they represented the Tycoon 
of Holland and wife, together with several great 
daimios of the reigning family. They respectfully 
bowed ; but one of them, whose curiosity was not 
satisfied, timidly expressed the opinion that the por- 
trait of the hetto of his Dutch Majesty had been in- 
cluded in the royal company. I did not enlighten 
her, for she could never have comprehended the no- 
ble fashion of representing a prince on foot, beside 
liis saddle-horse, and even holding the bridle, like a 
Japanese groom ! Others, after having carefully 
examined the velvet of the chairs and sofas, came to 
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me for the decision of a question which hftd arken 
among them, csono^^ing the nee of those pieces of 
faniiture. They agreed that the chairs were maile 
to be gat upon ; but the sofas ? Did we DOt crouch 
upon them^ with crossed legs, when tlie mealt were 
Bet ved ? They heartily eommiserated the ladi^ and 
gentlemen of the West, who wei^ obliged to use 
such an inconvenient piece of funiiture, alwgyo sit- 
ting with their feet painfuU; resting on the flotir, 

^^ My bedroom, opening itom tlie salon^ was next 
I Evaded. I cannot deacribe all tlie subjects of aston- 
iBlimcrit discovered by the curious troop. Being Jap- 
an e^, they were none tlie less daughters of Eve ; and 
the forbidden fruit which tempted them tlie moet wad 
an assortment of uniform buttons with the SwisscroBS 
upon them, according to the military usage of my 
country. I was obliged to give them a few, altliongh 
it was impossible to conjecture what use they would 
make of them^ since all Japanese garments, male or 
female, are simply bound with silk cords. The gift 
of some articles of Parisian perfumery was well ap- 
preciated ; but I could not make them understand the 
merits of eau cfo Cologne^ for the cambric handker- 
chief is unknown to Japaneie ladies. They informed 
me that the poorest girl would never degrade herself 
by carrying in her pocket an article with which she 
had wii>6d her nose- The little scjuaree of )taper 
which they carry for the purpose are not likely^ ther^ 
fure^ to be eaaily eupplanted, 

**Ta restore the halEnce, I e^ehibited to them a 
cAee containing an assortment of sew! ng4h read, ptniw 
and neediea^ and asked them to make use of ik 
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They were ananimous in recognizing the imperfection 
of all their native implements for sewing. Tlie 
needle by no means occupies the same place in their 
native society as in our family circles at home. Sew- 
ing, for example, is never seen during the visits and 
the long gossips of the Japanese women ; even as 
men, in Europe, have recourse to the cigar, they em- 
ploy only the pipe to season their hours of conversa- 
tion. I gave to the children some small pictures of 
Swiss landscapes and costumes, and showed to the 
grown persons an album of family photographs, 
which they examined with an interest, an expression 
of feeling, truly touching." 

M. Humbert united with many American residents 
of Yokohama, in testifying to the kind and friendly 
character of the common people. The fishing popu- 
lation of Benten always accosted him with a pleasant 
greeting ; the children brought him shells, and the 
women were always ready to show and explain, as 
best they could, the edible qualities of the various 
marine monsters which they collected in their bas- 
kets. In walking about the country, he was often in- 
vited by the peasants to enter their dwellings, and 
was never allowed to leave without being offered a 
rice cake and a cup of tea. They took pleasure in 
showing their garden-flowers, often plucking a few 
choice specimens for a bouquet, for which they in- 
variably refused to accept any money. 

Among the country population, settled in the fer- 
tile valleys which border on the Bay of Yedo, one of- 
ten meets with men of a more vigorous race, whose 
appearance, although friendly, seems to denote a cer- 
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tain independence of character, or of habite* They 
are the naoivntain Japane&e — ^the inliabitanta of the 
HakoQ^ range and of the Bides of Fuji-yama, The 
baemess which calla them to the plains ib of different 
natnres : eoine arrange for the sale and delivery of 
lumber for ship- building ; others for their stores of 
charcoal ; others are concerned in transporting goods 
on pack-liorees to the remoter regions ; others, again, 
are employed as eanal4x>atmen, or enliit in a com- 
pany of hunters. The Japanese of the plains relate] 
wonderful storieB of the industry and ekill of the di»- 1 
tant monntainoera : of their bridge^ aquediict&^ and 
roads, of the daring with which tliey Bcale ahnost in- 
aocesaible heighte^ and transport thcmseh'@B in swings 
ing baskets over the most frightful depths. 

The coimtry aronnd Yokohama is tlioronghly LiiU 
tivatedj and covered with dwellings. The isolated 
houses are built near the roads, and even those which 
line the highway are usually entirely open, and free 
to light and air. In order to enjoy the fre&h brcexei!t, 
th© inliabitanta shove to the right and left the mov- 
able screens which inclose their dwellings, and thua 
completely exx>08e their domestic arrangements to 
the view of Uioso who pass. It is therefore noij 
difficnU to observe their manner of livings aa well ial 
the distinctive charactoristics of tlie diffei-ent claflBeAj 
of society* 

The JapaTieee are of medium atature, and h»ve1 
not much resemblance to the Chinese, either in faee, 
form, or eomph^xion. The only EurofHjan race which 
they sometimes fliiggojst in their Hp|H5aranee, is the 
Portuguese, There is more diffei^ence in the relative 
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height of the sexes than in Europe. According to 
the observations made by Dr. Mohnike, at D^shima, 
the medium stature of the men is five Paris feet, one 
or two inches, and of the women, four feet, one to 
three inches. Men of six feet, however, are not un- 
common. They all have straight, thick, jet-black 
hair ; the men have beards, but the custom of shav- 
ing was until April, 1868, nearly universal. The color 
of their skin varies, according to the classes of so- 
ciety, from the dark, coppery-brown of the Malays 
to the dead-white or tawny of Southern Europe. The 
prevailing tint is a dark olive, which has no affinity 
to the yellow of the Chinese. Unlike the Europeans, 
their faces and hands are generally lighter colored 
than their bodies. Children, youths, and girls often 
have a fresh rosy color, with a red on their cheeks 
like that of the fairer races. The women sometimes 
appear perfectly white ; in fact, a uniform, dead- white 
complexion is considered a sign of aristocratic blood. 
The national Japanese costume is the kimonOj a sort 
of open dressing-gown, which is made a little longer 
and fuller for the women than for the men. It is 
crossed in front, and held in its place by a girdle, for 
which the men use a silk scarf, and the women a 
broad band, highly ornamented, and fastened upon 
the back. They wear no linen, but bathe every day ; 
the women, alone, sometimes have a chemise of red 
crape. In summer, the peasants, fishers, bettos, por- 
ters, and other laboring classes used to go nude, ex- 
cept a narrow girdle around the loins ; and the bath- 
ing-houses of the people were as freely open to the 
public as their dwellings. 
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In winter, the eommoD people wear a uiuse-StUng 
jacket and trousers of blue cotton cloth, QDder the 
kifnonOy and the women one or more wadded man- 
tles. The men of the better clagg, and the nobles^ 
never go abroad without the jacket and trousers ; 
the principal difference of coatome between the 
classes is only in the material, the nobles alone hav- 
ing the right to wear silk. They only dress very 
richly when they go to court, or make visits of cero- 
mouy. All claases have the same covering for the 
feet, cotton socks and straw sandals, or wooden soles, 
fastened by a strap passing inside the great toe or 
thumb of the foot. When the roads are very muddy, 
thay use pattens, very simply constructed of tliree 
pieoei of wood. Everyone, on entering liis own or 
a neighbor^B house, leaves his sandals at the door. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

EXCUBSION TO KAMAEURA 

DimiNO the Japanese sammer there is rarely a 
long saccession of fine days. Daring the 
months of Jane and Jaly there is an alternation of 
saltry heats and farioas rains, as in tropical coun- 
tries. Thander-storms generally arise in the direc- 
tion of Faji-yama, descend to the bay, and finally 
pass away to spend their greatest violence on the 
ocean ; the islands are not often visited with the fa- 
rioas typhoons of the Chinese Sea. 

Daring this season M. Hambert, weary of his 
qaiet life at Benten, and of nightly battles with the 
mosqaitoes, projected, in company with some of the 
other foreign residents, an excursion to Kamakura, 
the former residence of the Mikado's lieutenants be- 
fore Yedo was built. It is situated on the sea-shore, 
at the head of the deep bay of Sagami, and not 
more than twenty miles in a direct line from Yoko- 
hama. After much consultation the travellers, three 
in number, decided to go down the bay in a boat as 
&r as the village of Eanasawa, whence it was but a 
land journey of five miles to Eamakura. 

" It was nine o'clock in the evening when we em- 
barked," M. Humbert writes. " Two Japanese sen- 
tinels on the shore, armed with a musket without 
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bayonet, Baluted ub with a peaceable ^good evening 1* 
From all the barques moored to the quaj» arose, like 
a rhythmical nioaningj tho tnonotonous prayer of the 
fishermen to the etipreme intercessor and patron of 
booIb : * Aniida, have mercy upon ub ! * The efficacy 
of this prayer depends on the Dumber of minutes 
uninterruptedly devoted to it, according to the direc* 
tion of the bonzes or priests. 

*'Onr crew was compo^d of five boatioen» the 
eotiBtable, two valetSj and a Chinee© comprador 
(ateward). They were all ready on the quarter dedc 
of the jnnk, leaving the cabin at our disposition. 
We arranged three sleeping places out of sacks, boitee, 
and such coverings as we had brought with ns, 
and then mounted to tlie deck to enjoy the night. 
The boatmen, who were obliged to row acroes that 
part of tlie liarbor oecupied by the fleet, stood on 
their feet^ two on each side, leaning on their long, 
plunging onrs, to which the} gave a sort of rotary 
tnovement in rowing, like tlie yeuetiau gondoliers^ 
The fifth stood upon the stern and ruanaged the rud- 
der. The effect of this manner of rowing waa like 
tliat of a ecrew-ongine, 

'* Afterward, a light breeso having iriaen, ohf 
boatmen drew in their oars and hoisted aaih We 
were soon un the open water, lotting sight of the 
ahoroa^ arid all place of mnbarkation ; the sky wag 
covered with floating vaporii, and the moon gave but 
a misty tight* But when we went below to sleep we 
found, to otir horror, that the moacittitoes were there 
before oa. There was nothing to do but to returti to 
the djBckf order our Chi^amaii to prepare tea, and 
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pass the rest of the night crouched around the fire in 
his brazier. 

^^ In the early dawn the boatmen hauled down the 
sail and resumed their oars. We began to distin- 
guish, on our right, a steep, picturesque promontory, 
clothed with beautiful groups of trees, and, directly 
in front of us, the domes of foliage which crown 
Webster Island. Skirting its shores, we entered by 
a narrow channel into the harbor of Kanazawa, pass- 
ing a number of fishing-boats which were silently 
pushing ont to their day's labor. At the entrance of 
the port a little temple, surrounded with fruit-trees, 
occupies the centre of a low island, connected with 
the market-place by a jetty; further, on a massive 
pile of rocks, overlooking some sacred buildings, 
there is a tea-house with an observatory command- 
ing a panorama of the entire bay. 

" The Japanese have a lively feeling for tlie beauty 
of their country. There is no picturesque point to 
which they do not call public attention, by building 
there a chapel, a tea-house, a pavilion, or some sort 
of an edifice inviting repose. Nowhere is the trav- 
eller so frequently invited to delay his journey, and 
relieve himself of fatigue under some hospitable roof, 
or cool shade, with a lovely landscape before his 
eyes. 

'* We entered an hostelry near the port. A spa- 
cious gallery, above the level of the street, was put 
at our disposal. Some planks laid upon trestles, two 
benches, and empty boxes enable us to seat ourselves 
at table in the European manner. We breakfasted 
on our own provisions, to which the hostess added 
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tea, sakS, riee^ fried fisli, and my. She was aaeifitedl 
bj two joung Bervant-girl&^ neatly dressed, and ca^f-^i 
/4e8 with even an air of elegance. Toward the clc 
of our meal the children of the house tiinidlj 
mounted the steps leading to our room ; but, on mj 
beckoning the joungeat, he set up a loud cry, I 
drew from my pocket eome pictured labels which 1 
was tti the babit of carrying about with me, and very 
fioon he came to beg one of me. Then followed his 
mother, the girla of the inn» and the women of the 
neighborhood, with their children. Ab old grand* 
mother expressed a wish to taste Bonie wliite sugar, 
for the raw brown sugar brought from Kiu Kin is 
the only kind known in Japan, Wc succeeded 
finally in making them understand that wo needed 
rest ; whereupon tliey withdrew as gently and noise* 
leesly as if we were ^ready slumbering* 

** A sleeping-plaee was improvised by using a num- 
ber of double screensi in order to divide the room 
into a number of separate retreats, I my separalepi 
rather than inclosed, for the paper screens were nol 
without holes ; and after I was stretehed upon tlie 
matting, with my head on a travelling cushion, I 
more than once saw a curious eye sparkling tlifx)ngh 
the apertures. Finally I slept, but not for a long 
time. The matting of tliese Japanese liouses serves 
as a retreat for multitudes of tliose insects which 
Toepffer has designated by the name of ^ domestic 
kangarooe^^ My comrades bad the same experience, 
and we very soon returned to the open gallery," 

The day» which turned out to be rainy, was spent, 
perforce, in the tea-house* A dinner of fisbi wbidi 
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the trayelleiis were allowed to select from the tank in 
which they swam, was served by the hostess, with 
the nsnal rice-cakes, and a dessert of fruit. In the 
afternoon they had a visit from a female professor of 
music, a performer on the samishen, a rude stringed 
instrument, somewhat resembling a guitar. One of 
the company had a music-box, which played several 
French airs; and they were all astonished at the 
skill with which the Japanese musician caught them 
up and repeated them on her instrument. 

After another uncomfortable night, the greater 
part of the company (some of whom had arrived by 
land), who had intended making an excursion to the 
remarkable volcanic island of ^noshima, decided to 
return to Yokohama. M. Humbert and two others, 
with the constable, set out on foot for Eamakura. 
"It was four o'clock in the morning," he writes, 
" when we left the tea-house. We traversed the de- 
serted streets of Eanazawa in a southern direction, to 
the last of the chain of hills against which the village 
leans. There, some constructions of a peculiar style 
announce a seignorial residence. Strong walls sur- 
round and support garden terraces ; a portal, formed 
of two pillars and a cross-piece of massive oak, cov- 
ered with black varnish and adorned with ornaments 
of copper, gives access to a spacious court -yard. 
Therein we distinguish a guard - house and other 
buildings, behind which there are great trees, which 
give an antique character to the residence. 

" Further on, after having crossed a bridge over a 
rapid river flowing to the west, we approach that 
chain of wooded mountains which divides the penin- 
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sula of Sagami into two opposite slopes. Around tia 
the Boi] IB cuUivatod ; iielde of beang have i^eplac^ed 
the wheat harvested in June ; the rice still rolle in 
green waves, but already in head* The paths which 
lead through the fields are so narrow that there is 
only gpaee to put one foot before the other. £veii 
on the road we followedi two horses could searcelj 
go abreast ; yet upon it we eticonntered a singular 
obstacle. An old man and his wife had chosen it as 
an economical lodging- place for the night, and were 
sleeping upon two bamboo mats which were probably 
also their travelling elo^ika A little heap of smok- 
ing aibes indicated that they had made a fire of reeds 
to drive away the mosquitnea from their rural t^uch* 

^* Rising from the foot uf the hills, the road winds 
among rocks of sandstone, somet hues sharply poitited» 
often pierced with grottoes In which we discover 
little idola, altars, or votive offerings* On the sum- 
mit of the ridge there is a cabin of planks and mats^ 
built against a wall of rock, and containing some 
benches, a hearth^ and nteusils for preparing tea and 
rice. At this early morning hour it is uninhabited, 
and its furniture is intrusted to the honesty of the 
public. The descent on the other side Is rapid, A 
beautiful golden pheasant looks at us from the bor* 
der of a gro?e ; one of my companions canmot resist 
the temptatioQ of discharging his revolrer. But tba 
bird, untouched^ does not seem to be much concerned 
by the attempt ; and only after some reflection, docs 
be judge it prudent to remore to tlie top of a tall 
tre<i, out of reach, 

" Half way down th#i »lope we paiwad a village 
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channiiigly situated among trees and flowers, on the 
borders of a torrent which was dammed to feed some 
rice-mills. The natives were busy, in and around 
their houses; and a woman, on seeing us, hastened to 
summon her children from the pool where they were 
washing themselves. Little by little the road be- 
came filled with pack-horses and foot-travellers. The 
beautiful undulations of the country around us fell 
by degrees to the sea ; over the rounded azure gulf 
shone the steep cliffs of the isle of !£)noshima. The 
white summit of Fuji-yama rose, in the distance, 
against the misty background of the landscape. 
Everywhere there was cultivation ; everywhere fields 
dotted with groves, and threaded by leaping waters, 
which were spanned by arched bridges. Bustic huts, 
and houses of fine appearance, freshly varnished, 
and with blooming fiower-gardens, are thickly scat- 
tered along the highway or on the declivities of the 
hills ; and there are also frequent chapels, granite 
idols, and funeral monuments. 

^^ The approach to Eamakura is like that to a great 
city ; but the great city no longer exists. A vigor- 
ous vegetation shows the traces of a soil, slowly over- 
coming the disturbance of ruins, overthrown walls, 
and choked canals. Ancient avenues of trees ter- 
minate in waste, briery tracts, where they once led 
to palaces, of which no trace remains. Even palaces, 
in Japan, are constructed almost wholly of wood, and 
therefore leave no permanent ruins behind them. It 
was here that the Sh5-guns established their resi- 
dence. By this name were designated the generals- 
in- chief, the temporal vice-gerepts of the theocratic 
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empire, who have goFemed J&pan» under tlie en- 
prsmacj of the Mikado, from the end of the iwelftli 
to the beginning of the eeTenteenth century — frtmi 
the time of Minatnolo YoTitomo, the foonder of their 
power, to that of Ijejas. The latter made Yedo tha 
political centre of Japan, and created a new dynnetj^ 
of which onlj the laat representatires^ DommeiticEig 
in the year 1854, have aefiamed the title of Tycooi]. 

^' Still iu our daj's, Kmmaknra is tlie pantheon of 
the andent glories of Japan. It is eompoead of a 
majestic collection of sacred edifices, Khich have heen 
constantly respected doriug the fury of tlie ciTi] wars^ 
They are all placed ander tlie protection of IIachi> 
man, one of the great national kamw. Uacliiman bo- 
longft to the heroic times of the empire of the Mika* 
dog. MiB mother was the Empress Jingn, who tnade 
the conqttest of the three kingdoms of Corea, and to 
whom, also, divine honors are paid, Kearly all iJie 
large citiea have a temple to Ilachiman : but tlmt of 
Kamakara is distingnighed above all others by its 
q^oeial treasures. Two large buildings are devoted to 
tlie display of relics^ among which, it is said, are the 
spoils of Corea and the Mongol invastona, together 
with the objects phinden?d from the Portuguese and 
the native ChristiaiiB at the time i»f the expulsion of 
the former. On our approach to the temple, H was 
easy to aee that our appearance bad been signalled in 
advance, for tlie bcmisea ran with aU speed through 
the courts to close the boildings containing the reticB. 

^* The temple of Ilachiman m approached by lung 
alloys of those grand eypressea wlvich form the no- 
blest decoration of the Japaueie places of worahip. 
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Ab we drew nearer in coming from Kanazawa, the 
chapels and commemorative stones on the sacred hills 
increased in nnmber. After crossing a river on a 
fine wooden bridge, we fonnd onrselves in the princi- 
pal avenue, leading directly to the great square in 
front of the terraces, stairways, and buildings of the 
temple. Around the first court are the houses of the 
bonzes, thrust behind each other like the side-scenes 
of a theatre, among trees planted around the wall of 
enclosure ; while two great ponds, of oval shape, oc- 
cupy the centre of the square. These latter are con- 
nected by a broad canal, which is crossed by parallel 
bridges, each remarkable in its appearauce. The one 
on the right is built of hewn stones of whitish gran- 
ite, and is so nearly a perfect semi-circle in its form, 
that one involuntarily wonders what gymnastic exer- 
cises were intended to be performed on it ; but I take 
it to be the bridge of honor reserved for the gods and 
other good spirits, when they visit the temple. The 
bridge on the left is level, constructed of wood, cov- 
ered with red lacquer, and with old copper orna- 
ments on the railings. One pond is filled with the 
magnificent blossoms of the white lotus ; the other is 
splendid with the red lotus. Oold and crimson fish, 
and others with pearly fins, swim in the crystal water 
between the leaves and fiowers, and the black tortoise 
basks on the leaves. 

"We now reach the second court, elevated above 
the first, and only to be entered by passing through 
the lodge appropriated to the divine guardians of the 
sanctuary. This building, facing the bridges, shel- 
ters under its high, peaked roof two monstrous idols, 
7 
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one an each side. They are gcnlptiircd of wood, and 
coated witli vermilion lacquer from head to foot. 
Their grimaciDg faces and enormous bodies are epot- 
ted with innumerable balls of chewed paper, which 
the native visitors throw at them in passings with oo 
more scruple than a band of mischievous schoolboye, 
Nevertheless, this is a very serious at;t on the part of 
the pilgrims^ for it assures them tlmt tlie prayer 
written on the piece of paper which they chew^ will 
probably reach its destination. In order to be entire^ 
]y certain^ they are required to puiehafte and su&pend 
to the grating around tiie statues a pair of straw san- 
dals large enough for the feet of the latter, Thou- 
eauds of such sandals are constantly offered, and are 
allowed to hang ou the grating until they drop ta 
pieces from rottenness. 

" A high terrace, surmounted by a grand staircase, 
towers over the second court. It is i&upported by a 
wall of Cyclopean conetrnction, and supports the prin- 
cipal temple, nith the habitations of the chief bonnes. 
The ornamentation of these buildings lacks neither 
tftste nor proportion. It is chiefly applied to the 
portakf and to the brackets and cornices on wlueb 
the roofs rest. The beauriful brown tint of the tim- 
bcr« which is almost tlic only material employed, is 
relieved by carvings, painted red or a brilliant green. 
To complete the effect of the picture, one must add 
Its frame of Immemorial trees and the inconipanible 
brilliancy of the sky. 

" The genera! view of the entire temple from the 
terrace almost inspired us with regret for the lost 
times, when the whole people were wont to unite. 
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with their magistrates and ministers of worship, in 
a common act of religious adoration and patriotic 
enthusiasm. Even as the tribes of Israel in dedicat- 
ing the Temple, the tribes of Nippon and the neigh- 
boring isles formerly filled all these courts and 
avennes, under the eyes of the chiefs of the nations, 
grouped on the esplanade of the sanctuary. The 
view thence reaches to the sea, over the roofs and 
bridges, and the three portals dividing the grand 
avenue. With such a crowd surrounding these edi- 
fices, these pillars, these natural columns formed by 
the trunks of the cypresses, all the space, from the 
high terrace to the sea, would constitute but a single 
immense temple, sparkling with color and light, un- 
der the dome of the sky. 

" Nothing could oflFer a ruder contrast to the sub- 
lime character of this picture, than the avenue to 
which we were conducted in leaving the avenue of 
Hachiman. It has been built, it is true, in an ad- 
mirable situation, on the summit of a promontory 
which commands a view of the whole bay of Kama- 
kura ; but it is all the more saddening to find, amid 
such lovely scenery, a pretending sanctuary which 
only produces an impression of disgust. The princi- 
pal building seemed at first to offer nothing remark- 
able ; there are only some insignificant gilded idols 
on the chief altar. In a lateral chapel one sees the 
god of wealth, armed with a miner's hammer. The 
bonzes, however, conducted us behind the altar, and 
there, in an obscure cage, like a prison, and as high 
as a tower, they lighted two lanterns and hoisted 
them slowly up a kind of mast Then by the waver- 
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ing light, almost lost in the gliadows of the roof, m 
fouDd ourselves face to face with an enormous idol of 
gilded wood^ thirty five feet in height^ boldiug in tlie 
right hand a sceptre, in the left a lotns^ and wear- 
ing a triple tiara, composed of the heads of inferior 
deities. Thie is one of the means by whtcli the 
bonzes excite the superstitione imagination of the 
people, and keep them in a state of perpetual Im* 
becUity. 

^^ The monument dedicated to Dai Butsn^ that is, 
Great Buddha, may be considered as the most eom* 
plete work of the Japanese genius, in regard both to 
art and to the religions eentiment The temple of 
Uachiinan has already given ns an example of the 
prolit which native art has learned to draw from nat- 
ure, in easily producing that impression of i^eligious 
majesty which we aissociste at home with Gothic 
architectiu^. The temple of Dai Butsu has$ in many 
respects, a very different character. In place of 
grand and broad dinienfliona, of that unbounded 
space which sinks from gateway to gateway to the 
ioa, a solitary, mysterious retreat was souglit, such as 
might dispose the spirit to oK|)ect eome supernatural 
revelation. The road, avoiding all habitationSi di- 
rects itself toward the mountains; it winds, st first, 
between hedges of tail shrubs; then we see nothing) 
before us but a straight pattu ascending through foli- 
age and flowers; then it turfis, as if seeking some tn* 
n)ote goals^ and all at once appears at tbe bottom of 
the alley, a gigantic sonted divinity of brunise, with 
folded hands, and head gantly inclined in an altitude 
of contemplative ecstasy. 
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^^The inyolnntary shock which one feels, on the 
first appearance of this grand fignre, soon gives place 
to admiration. There is an irresistible charm in the 
posture of Dai Bntsn, in the harmony of his bodily 
proportions, in the noble simplicity of his drapery, 
and in the calmness and serenity of his countenance. 
A dense belt of foliage, over which tower a few 
beautiful groups of trees, is the only inclosure of the 
sacred place, the silence and solitude of which is un- 
disturbed. We hardly distinguish the modest her- 
mitage of the officiating priest, concealed in the foli- 
age. The altar, where a little incense bums at the 
foot of the divinity, consists of a table of bronze, 
with two lotus vases of the same metal, and of ad- 
mirable workmanship. The azure of the sky, the 
grand gloom of the statue, the austere tint of the 
bronze, the brilliancy of the flowers, and the varied 
verdure of the hedges and thickets, fill this retreat 
with the richest effects of light and colors. 

^^The figure of Dai Butsu with the base upon 
which it rests, is a little more than sixty-five feet 
high. It does not equal in elevation the statue of 
San Carlo Borromeo, near Arona, on Lake Maggiore ; 
but the latter leaves the spectator as cold as if it were 
merely a trigonometric signal. The interiors of both 
colossal statues have been utilized more or less skil- 
fully. The European tourists seat themselves in the 
nose of the cardinal ; the Japanese descend by a 
staircase into the foundation of their Dai Butsu, 
where they find a quiet oratory, the altar of which 
receives a ray of the sun through an opening in the 
folds of the god's bronze mantle." 
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Id fl chapter on the bonzes who officiate in these 
tempi eg, M. Hiimbert gives the following views io re- 
gard to the inoditication which the original Baddhist 
religion has undergone in Japan : 

" Buddhism is a flexible, conciliating, insinnating 
faith, accommodating itself to the genius and the 
usages of the most diverse races. From their very 
first entrance into Japan, the bonzes succeeded in ob- 
taining the cliarge of the ancient relics and even of 
the chapels of the saints, and preserving them within 
the bonnds of their own sanctuaries. They epeedily 
added to their cereraonicB symbols borrowed fi'om tlie 
ancient national worship ; and fijially, in order more 
tlioronghlj to confound the two religions* tliey intro* 
dueed into their temples both Japanese saints clothed 
with the titles and attributes of Hindoo divinities, 
and the Hindoo divinities tranefornied into Japaneae 
saints." Owing to this combination, which is known 
trader the name of Riyobn-Shinto, Buddhism became 
the dominant religion of Japan. 

'' At first it was the great Buddha of Indiat to 
whom colossal statues — of which tlie Dai Butsu of 
Kamakura fnrnielies the best type— were erected. 
Afterward the Japanese idea of a supreme divinity 
waa personified ifi tlie fanti^tic image of Amida, who 
IS rcpre^nted under nine diffemiit forms* symbolizing 
his incHrnation and hie essential fierfeetions — one of 
the latter being expressed in the emblem of a dog^a 
liead. Among the aoxiliary goda who serve as me* 
diators l>etween men and the supreme Being, the 
favor of the Japanese people is principally bestowed 
upon Kuauon, who poeaeseee the most frequented 
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temple in Yedo, and in Kioto the famous temple of 
the Thirty -three Thousand Three Hundred and 
Thirty-three Gtenii. This divinity rests on a lotus- 
flower, the left leg doubled under the body ; the head 
is covered with a veil which falls on the shoulders. 
The idol has no less than forty-six arms, bearing all 
sorts of attributes which attest his power." 



CHAPTER X. 



THE mOHWAY TO TIDO 



THE Tokaido, or gre&t higliw&y of Japan, passes 
near Yokohama, and »trikeB the coast at Kana* 
gawa, on the opposite Bide of the harbor. *' We 
crossed to Kanagawaj" eajs M, Iluinbert, " where 
our horses awaited as. The high^vaj was filled with 
two interminable files of travellers, on foot, on horse- 
back, in palanqiiitis, and Kakgos; those going to the 
capital taking like us tlie right side of tlie road, and 
those returning from it taking the left, 

^^ A halt wae made at the tea-honee of Maueia, all 
open^ both the main building and the wiiigs^ to a 
crowd of cx>mera and goers. The matting wa^ entirely 
hidden by the groups of pictiirGsque feasters ; the 
rear wall was taken up with faroaoes, ateainitig boil* 
erSy ahelvea of ntensiU, and provimona ; rapid waiters 
circulated on all aides, distributing with grace the 
lacquered plates laden with tea, cups of sak(5, fried 
fiahf cakes, and the fruits of the season. Before the 
door, grated on tlie broad and sliort benches of the 
!dd^ mechanics and coolies refreshed themselves with 
fana, and women lighted their pipcis at the common 
brazier. All at once a movement of horror take^ 
place among the guests and the waiters ; a detach- 
ment of police ofiiccrsj escorting a criminal| arrive to 
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take refreshments. With all haste the two*sworded 
gentlemen are supplied with boiling tea, or tepid 
sak^, while the coolies who carry the prisoner in a 
basket of woven bamboo without any apparent open- 
ing, deposit their burden on the ground, and with a 
long piece of crape begin to dry the sweat which 
trickles down their shoulder-blades. As to the pris- 
oner, who may be espied doubled up within, with hag- 
gard eye, and unkempt beard and hair, he will be 
shut up and tortured in the prisons of Yedo, to 
answer for the crimes of which he is accused in a 
placard suspended from the basket 

^' At about twelve miles from Kanagawa, the pleas- 
ant suburb of Kawasaki [River Point] extends along 
the right bank of the Rokugo to the long bars formed 
by the deposits of this muddy stream. They may be 
distinguished in the bay for a long distance, as a line 
of demarkation between the anchorage of Kanagawa 
and that of Yedo. Kawasaki has several temples, 
among which that of Dai Shi Sama seems to me to 
be one of the purest specimens of Buddhist architec- 
ture in Japan. [Its full name means Hall of the 
Pestilence-averting Great Teacher.] I have heard 
different accounts of the worship to which it is con- 
secrated ; among others a marvellous legend concern- 
ing the saint who is the special object of veneration. 
He attained the virtue of contemplation to such a de- 
gree that he did not perceive that a charcoal fire, in a 
pan before him, had destroyed his hands while he 
was abstracted in his devotions. 

" The passage of the Rokugo was effected in the 
large flat boats which are freighted, pell-mell, with 
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tnvellen and hones. Oar guards awaited ot on the 
oppoiute shore. After the usaal indispensable com- 
pliments, each one mounted his horse, and we set 
out at a rapid trot, in a complete confusion, which, 
nevertheless, gradually gave way to a r^olar order 
of march. 

*^ Although the Tokaido, in general, does not fall 
below any of the great roads of Europe, and has the 
advantage, throughout its whole extent, of being bor- 
dered with sidewalks shaded by avenues of splendid 
trees, it is most neglected in the neighborhood of 
Yedo. A day of rain converts into pools of mod the 
streets of the numerous villages which are traversed 
after leaving Eanagawa. In this respect, as in many 
others, the Japanese manifest at the same time a very 
remarkable intelligence in the works of civilization, 
and, when they come to apply it, a careless disr^ard 
of details none the less remarkable. 

^^ At last we reach the limits of the municipality 
of Yedo. A short halt at the door of one of the 
numerous tea-houses of the village of Omori intro- 
duces us to a gay society of good citizens of the capi- 
tal, accompanied by their wives and children. Ex- 
cept the costume, it is a repetition of one of our own 
suburban scenes. Other groups, not less noisy, be- 
siege a great storehouse of articles made of rushes, 
straw, and bamboo, which is announced afar off by a 
confused symphony of flageolets, trumpets, and PanV 
pipes, given to childish amateurs for trial. An infi- 
nite variety of children's toys, fancy hats, animals 
made of plaited straw, painted and varnished, are 
displayed. We see among them the bear of Yeio, 
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the monkey of Hondo, the domesticated bnffalo, and 
the centenary turtle, trailing after him the tufts of 
marine herbs wliich grow upon his shell. 

^^ But time presses, and the sight of the anchorage, 
covered with white sails, excites our impatience. 
Soon we skirt the shore of the bay. The highway 
rests on strong foundations of sunken stones; but 
the waves which formerly broke upon them, now die 
among the reeds and sea-weed. On our left extends 
a grove of pine and cypress, above which flocks of 
ravens are wheeling, and our guides point out to us a 
distant clearing as the place for capital executions, at 
least for the southern part of the city, there being a 
second for the northern part. Nothing can equal the 
gloomy aspect of these places. Even if one is fortu- 
nate enough to avoid seeing the exposed heads or the 
bodies abandoned to dogs and birds, one cannot per- 
ceive without horror the recent earth which covers 
the remains of the victims ; the pillar of granite with 
some unknown dismal inscription ; the plank shed 
which serves as a shelter for the officers who are 
present at the execution ; and, towering over all, the 
gigantic statue of Buddha, sad symbol of implacable 
expiation and unconsoled death. 

^' After passing this spot, we enter that suburb of 
Yedo which has the worst fame— Shinagawa, which 
commences two miles to the southward of the city 
proper, with which it unites at the gate of the Ta- 
kanawa quarter. The Japanese Government has 
adopted the strict rule that foreigners who come to 
Yedo, or who reside in that city, shall not pass 
through Shinagawa except by daylight and under a 
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fitrong escort* It is not because the permaneot pcvpn- 
ktioQ of the suburb is not eutirelj inoffensive ; far 
it is cbieily composed of boatmen, fiBhefS} and labor* 
ere. Bat these latter inhabit the cabins along thi 
strand, while both aides of the Tokaido are bordered, 
without lotermption, with the very worst kind of 
tea-hoiiseB. You find there the same acnm of society 
aa in the great cities of Europe and America, and be- . 
eidei^ a very dangerous class of men, vagabonds, pe«^ 
ctiliar to Japan. Tlieee are the ronina, or wave-men, 
noetnployed officers belonging to tlie caste of the 
Samnrai, who have therefore the privilege of carry- 
ing two aabrea. 8ome are the sons of good families, 
who have been tnmed out of their homes by their 
dissipated \lve&; others have lost by bad condnct 
tlteir former plaoee in the service of the Tycoon or to 
the military honsehold of some daimio; and other 
again, have been discliarged by some chief who hi 
been forced to reduce his expengea by diminlfiliiDl 
the number of his suite, 

**The ronin, deprived of the pay upon which he 
Hveft, and knowing nothing beyond the trade of annSt 
has generally no other resource, while awaiting a new 
aervice, than to betake himself to the retreats of vice^ 
and |>erfQrni some iguoble office or other in return 
for the tioepitality. The custom which he attracts 
adds new elements of danger to those witli which 
the suburb abonndg. He establishes an organijsation, 
even a sort of diecipltne, in the midst of disorder and 
6rime, There are chiefs of ronins whom bauds of 
miserable wretches follow with a blind obedience. 
To such the mysterious agents who offer themselvea 
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to be the instraments of vengeance for family or 
political hate, among the Japanese nobility, address 
themselves in carrying out their bloody plans. Like 
certain streets in the neighborhood of the Tower of 
London, the suburb of Shinagawa is abandoned by 
the police during the greater part of the night. Even 
the women sally out upon the Tokaido, and assail 
the belated travellers, in order to force them into the 
houses where they serve. The renins are so entirely 
conscious of the abject condition in which they live, 
that when they issue from their lairs, they usually 
take the precaution of concealing the face under a 
largo hat with depressed brim, or by means of a 
piece of crape in which they envelop the head, so that 
nothing but the eyes can be seen. In the immediate 
neighborhood of this class, on the higher parts of the 
Takanawa quarter, the Japanese Government has es- 
tablished the foreign legations." 



CHAPTER XI. 

LIFE IN TEDO 

^^ A CCORDING to a Japanese proverb,^ says M. 

i\ Humbert, " one must Jive in Yedo in order 
to be happy. 

^' If this be trne, Iiappiness is not easily attained 
by Europeans living in Japan. At the time of my 
visit, only the diplomatic agents enjoyed the right of 
residing in the capital of the Tycoon ; and two or 
three years' experience of the conditions attached to 
the exercise of this privilege had led all of them to 
decide to transfer their real domiciles to Yokohama. 
They gave the impression of having been treated at 
Yedo very much like prisoners of distinction, free to 
go and come within a certain radius, and watched by 
day and by night with the most unwearied solicitude. 
Nevertheless, in spite of the annoyances of this re- 
pellant policy of the Japanese authorities, it must be 
remarked in its favor that its efFect was to excite the 
spirit of investigation to the highest point, by adding 
the attraction of mystery, the spur of difficulties to 
be overcome, to the interest of the field of study. 

" The southern part of the city, in which the for- 
eign legations are established, contains eight wards, 
occupying all the space comprised between the suburb 
of Shinagawa on the south, the bay on the east, the 
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OQter moat of the Tycoon's castle on the north, and 
the fields of the province of Musashi, on the west. All 
these southern quarters of Yedo are essentially ple- 
beian. They even contain a large agricultural popula- 
tion, occupied with the cultivation of kitchen-gar- 
dens, rice-fields, and all the arable lauds which the 
habitations have not yet covered. The latter are a 
multitude of miserable dwellings, tenanted by fishei-s, 
laborers, mechanics, retail merchants, ofl^cers of the 
lowest rank, and the proprietors of the commonest 
eating-houses. 

^^ A few seignorial residences interrupt the uniform- 
ity of the wooden buildings by the monotonous lines 
of their long, whitewashed walls. The temples and 
dwellings of the bonzes are scattered everywhere, 
except in the two bay-quarters; Takanawa, alone, 
has more than thirty of them. But the devotional 
spirit must have emigrated to the northern part of 
the city; for the Government has conveniently se- 
lected all the buildings necessary for the reception of 
embassies and the residence of foreign legations, from 
among the temples of the southern quarter. 

" Since 1858, the embassies which the Tycoon has 
received have generally reached his capital by sea. 
One must not suppose, however, that such an event 
is marked by discharges of artillery, or any other im- 
posing features ; if the foreign representatives desired 
the like, it is doubtful whether they could succeed. 
They are forced to pass from one deception to an- 
other. 

" In the first place, the voyage from Yokohama to 
Ycdo suffices to banish all preconceived ideas of the 
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approach to a 6ea-[X)rt which has merel)' two inilliona 
of i Q ha bi ta n t b. The dista ii ce i 6 a boii t jiftee ii n a u t ica I 
miles. One woald expect to pas^ tlirougli an tmiti- 
terrapted Beet of junks going to, or coming from, the 
great city> on its only maritime highway ; but there 
is no such fleet After leaving tlie anchorage at 
Kan^awa, the bay is almost deserted, and even the 
tidhing- boats do not appear until after passing the 
sandbars of Kawasakj. In Japan there id almost a 
complete absence of commerce by sea, A few junks 
are engaged in the coasting trade in the Bay of Yedo, 
but they scarcely pass the limits of the first line of 
euetomB: they stop at Uraga, whence tlieir cargoes 
are sent to the capital on pack-horses. The Tokaido 
and other highroads of secondary importance, are the 
main arteries which supply Yedo, and they appear 
all the more animated from their contrast with the 
abandoned %vatery ways* 

"No un walled city presents a more inhospitable 
appearance than Yedo, when seen from the bay. It 
resembles an immense park, the entrance to which it 
prohibited. The richly wooded hills are dotted with 
cMl^is and old temples with enormoue roofs ; at their 
feet extend long streets of wooden houses and some 
biiildinge with white walls ; but along the whole great 
extent of the are of shore, from Shinagawa to the 
landing-place, nothing can be distingtiiBhed which 
answers to our notioni of quays, port, or embarka- 
tion* Everywhere there are walls, boarded incloa- 
ures, p^isadea; no jetties, steps^ or anything what- 
ever whicli seema to invite a landing* Eien the ' 
place of entrance to the city is concealed behind a 
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paUsade of large piles, and consists only of a few old 
planks laid on supports, and connecting with a ter^* 
race in front of the cnstom-house. 

^^ Here the officials of the Japanese Government 
welcome the representatives of foreign nations, and 
beg them to accept the services of the guard of honor 
which the Tycoon has appointed for their protection. 
These formalities over, the principal personages of 
the two nations mount their horses or palanquins, 
and the procession, properly organized, issues from 
its prison by the gate opening on the Tokaido. 
After marching for fifteen or twenty minutes be- 
tween two crowds of the curious of both sexes, gath- 
ered from the shops, the tea-houses, and the baths of 
the neighborhood, in a negligS which is doubtless 
very picturesque, but which does not add to the dig- 
nity of the spectacle, the hills of Takanawa are as- 
cended, the procession enters the solitary alleys of 
this cloistered region, and soon reaches the threshold 
of the other privileged prison which bears the name 
of ^ Legation.' 

" The structures of the temples of Jooji, seat of 
the Dutch Legation, had been put at my disposal by 
the representative of Holland in Japan. As they 
were then unoccupied, they served as a residence to 
the members of the Swiss Legation, not only for ex- 
cursions to the capital, but also for a prolonged so- 
journ there. If the peace of His Tycoonal Majesty's 
Government had not been so gravely troubled 
thereby, I should have willingly passed several of 
the summer months in the Jooji. The little de- 
serted temple is surrounded, on all sides, with other 
8 
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aacred pkces whicb are almost eqnallj fiolitary, and 
tliere the quiet of the country may be enjoyed, in 
proximity to the anitnatioii of the great streets of 
the city* 

" The priacipal facade of the formerly sacred 
buildings is half concealed behind elumpB of ever- 
green trees. On approaebing the portico, 1 fouud it 
occupied by a group of Japaneee officers. One of 
them salated me In Dutch, announcing that he bad 
been charged by his Government to offer me bis ser- 
vices as interpreter ; be tlien presented to me the 
captain of the gaard, who, be informed me, was one 
of the aides-de-camp of the Tycoon. The latter had 
aatablished himself in one of the ancient sanctuaries 
opening on the portico^ and declared that he should 
pass bis nights there. 

"At one of the extremities of the mass of build - 
ingS} we established the kitchen and a Httie stadio 
for the use of the skilful photographer Beato^ who 
had recently arrived in Yokohama from India and 
China ; and we reserved a long gallery for the ex* 
position of snch objects of art and industry as might 
be brought to us for e^tamination. The otlier ex- 
tremity, which formed a semicirenlur indosure in 
the rear of the temple^ contained three adjoining 
rooms: the mdon^ my bed-roora, and the dining-room, 
all three surrounded by an open gallety* This was 
the quietest and most agreeable portion of the bon- 
serie, A pond bordered with iris and water-lilies^ 
occupied the centre of tlie indosure ; it was fed by a 
spring which issued from a tiei^rbboring grotto, 
draped with dimbing plants. Beside this groitO| in 
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a niche sarronnded with foliage, there was an ancient 
idol of sandstone, with its own little altar still re- 
maining. A rustic bridge across the brook led to a 
path which wound among the trees and the rocks up 
to the highest palisades of the inclosure. There, 
under a shelter of pines and laurels, was a rock-hewn 
place of rest, whence the eye overlooked the gardens 
and buildings of the Jodji, and the forts and anchor- 
age in the distance. 

^' At the hour of sunset, this little picture was full 
of beauty. The sky and the bay were enlivened by 
the richest colors ; the foliage of the hills gleamed 
in a sudden illumination, and the pond below was 
tinted with purple. Then the shadows invaded the 
verdant inclosure, and by degrees mounted to the 
summits of the trees which surrounded it. The 
birds from the strand came in great numbers to roost 
there. Soon the tufted tops of the foliage were 
darkly cut against the silvery sky, and the pond re- 
flected, like a mirror, the trembling rays of the 
stars. 

^' Then the night-guard began to visit, in silence, 
all the hidden nooks and comers of the place. A 
sentinel, furnished with a lantern of colored paper, 
was posted at intervals. The Japanese guards 
squatted down quietly, with these lanterns at their 
feet. One was at the angle of the portico of the 
salon ; another at the resting-place on the height ; a 
third, near the bridge over the brook ; others, again, 
behind the temple, at the door of my bed-room, and 
near the dining-room. The patrols were promptly 
made. When they approached, the sentinels rose 
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and eried ' Dareda t ' The replj was tlie password 
for the night The captain of the guard ga^e it to 
me regularly in writing, in Japanese and Dutch. 

" The spectacle of this railitary array followed tno 
even to my bed. Acrosa the paper ecreens of my 
rooms I could Bee the Ian tern b of the sen tinek shining 
in the garden and on the portico ; atid that which 
ought to have given me the highest sense of security 
was, that no obstacle intervened between my goarda 
and myselfj for all onr doors were niovable and quite 
free of locks. With the exception of the Jodji^ I 
cannot speak, from experience, of the interiors of the 
foreign legations. At the time of my visit they were 
closedj the members of the diplomatic cor|>s leaving 
retired to Yokohama, I have reason to believe tbat^ 
with some slight variations, they offer to their hoete 
eonditions of life very analogous to those which I 
have here outlined. 

'^The most ancient of the foreign residences at 
Tedo is that of AkabantS, situated in the quarter of 
that name. The Japanese Government designed \% 
in 1858, for a caravanserai of all ambassadors. They 
were there furnished witli quarters, wiUiont furni- 
ture^ or any other comforts than matting and tlie 
native screens. Otie after the other^ M. Douker- 
Ourting (Holland), Admiral Poutiatine ( Russia), 
Baron Gros (France), and Count Eulenburg (PrtiE^) 
lodged there. Since 18C1, however^ the Akal 
has not been occupiedp The American Legation oc- 
cupies the sanctuary of Jcmpnkuji, in the vicinity,. 
When I visited it, there remained only the templeii 
the belfry^ and some onthouses ; all the rest of Uia 
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structures had been levelled to the earth by a fire, 
accompanied with works of demolition and salvage, 
the efficacy of which I could appreciate from the cir- 
cumstance that the books saved from the flames had 
been thrown into the tank for preservation ! 

^ The Tozenji, the seat of the British Legation, is 
the most beautiful and spacious of all the foreign 
residences. This ancient sanctuary, the property of 
Prince Sendai, was put at the disposition of Lord 
Elgin, by the Government of the Tycoon, in 1858. It 
is more than half a mile to the southward of the 
Jodji, and is bordered by hills, adorned with avenues 
and groves, where the bamboo, the palm, the azalea, 
the weeping-willow, and the chestnut, are grouped 
with pines from fifty to one hundred feet in height. 
But there is scarcely a nook of this charming resi- 
dence which does not recall some gloomy memory. 
The foot of the fiag-staff has been dyed by the blood 
of the Japanese interpreter Denkichi ; the steps of 
the portico, the courtyard, the temple, the first story 
of the legation, became, in the nocturnal attack of 
July 5, 1861, the scene of a frightful struggle, which 
left five dead and eighteen wounded on the field ; and 
finally, on the veranda, toward the garden, a year 
later, two English marines fell, after having mortally 
wounded one of their assassins. 

" The diplomatic agents of the powers which have 
concluded treaties with Japan have not remained in- 
active, one may well believe, in view of the situation 
thus created for them in Yedo. After maturely delib- 
erating upon the course which they should take, they 
exacted and obtained from the Tycoon the concession 
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of a locality where it would be possible ta imite tlie 
forces of all the legatioos^ to put tbem iu a slate of 
defence, aad secure their comttiunieatioBS with the 
vessels of war at the anchor^e. 

" There was then, at the southern extremity of the 
quarter of Takatiawa, a very Bpaeioos public garden 
called Goten-yama, on a cl neater of hills commanding 
the Tokaido, the anchorage, and the battery of Odaiba* 
It was ^reed that tbiB place ofFered all the degirable 
advantages^ and, without further delay^ the axe was 
laid to the orchards of blossoming peach-trees and the 
groves of cedars, wbero the citizens of Yedo wero 
wont to coine with their fatnilies to contemplate tlie 
view of the bay, to take their tea, drink their mM^ 
and enjoy tlie musical or ealtatory perforuianceB of 
the Ijcanties of the neighborhood. When all had 
been well destroyed, graded, levelled ; when the new 
Britannic Legation, displaying its impoeing fafade, ita 
elegant galleriGg, and its irriinensc roofs, had given to 
the nobles and peasants uf Yedo a foretaste of the 
magnificence which the future quarter of the Minis- 
ters of the West promised to their city, all at onee^ 
on a fine winter night, the anchorage was made 
s]itendid by an immense bonfire kindled on the Go- 
ten-yama. As soon as it had been completed, tbej 
first European palace erecteil in the capital uf U10 
Tycoon btirned from top to bottom. The others re* 
main, either as foundations only or as plans on 
paper, and the representatives of the powers frie&dljf 
to JapaQ still reside at Vokohama.^^ 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

WALKS m YEDO 

^^TTHROUGH the southern suburbs, which 
I stretched toward the country to the south- 
west of our residence, we discovered but one respect- 
able and well-kept road, that which led to the prin- 
cipal temple of M6guro. Nearly all the Europeans 
who have lived in Yedo know M^guro, as this an- 
tique sanctuary and the graceful tea-houses around 
it are vulgarly called. A little beyond, a hill cut 
into the shape of Fuji-yama attracts, at certain sea- 
sons of the year, especially at the time when the 
orchards blossom, a crowd of native promenaders, be- 
longing to the lower classes of Yedo society. 

"The dwellings of the j>etite noblesse, that is, the 
subalterns in the Tycoon's service, are scattered in 
great numbers through the district, and there are also 
two race-courses for the exercises of the officers in 
horsemanship. In this neighborhood, however, we 
found neither palaces nor large temples. Two other 
adjoining quarters exhibited a few rustic dwellings 
of the bonzes, and some ancient monuments shaded by 
great cedar-trees ; but we were impatient to discover 
the most interesting parts of the city, and finally 
determined to examine the northern districts. After 
having carefully traced out a route on the excellent 
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Japanese map of YedOj we annoimced to our guardd, 
one fine day, that we were going to make au eatcor- 
sioo QD foot in tLe direction of the OaBtle. 

"This information did not especial I j please tlietn ; 
for, greatly as they delight in escorting their foreign 
hosts on horeebaek, and in trotting with them rapidly 
through the long Btreete of the capitalj it is equally 
disagreeable to them to take part in pedestrian ex- 
cnrBions during which their vigilance iB constantly 
racked by the curiosity of the Occidentale* 

** Two of the officials of the legation, who had 
gained the good graces of the principal officers of 
the guard, hit upon the idea of furnishing them with 
a subject of distraction, for the route* They per- 
suaded tlieni to profit by the occasion, and learn to 
keep step in walking. All the guards, one after the 
other, set themeelveB to work to follow eonecien- 
tiouely the recommendation and example of their in* 
fltructora The citij^ns of Yedo stopped to observe 
the unusual movement, and even the officers could 
not refrain from occasionally looking down and 
watching their feet. Sometiines^ even, delicately 
lifting their broad silk petticoat-pantaloons* they 
presented u superb array of naked calves, blue cot* 
ton socks, and straw sun dais. 

"As our march was further prolonged, their head* 
dressea, also, suffered an ingeniouf) luodificatlon* 
The guards took off their heavy lacquered hats, and 
suspended them at their girdles like bucklem; after 
which, seizing a fan, which lluTy always carry behind 
the ncek^ under Uie collar of their jacket, they mn- 
Tirtad it into a visor by thrnsting the end imder tht 
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knob of hair which BormonntB their shaven foreheads. 
The tableau would not be complete, if I did not add 
that we ourselves, in regard to costume, were very 
nearly in harmony with our surroundings. Yedo is 
perhaps the only city of the world where the Euro- 
pean succeeds in liberating himself from the despotism 
of fashion. It is impossible to resist the example of 
such an immense population, which, except at court 
and during solemn festivals, knows no other rule in 
relation to garments but that of dressing as one 
pleases and undressing at will, leaving to one's neigh- 
bor the fullest liberty of doing the same thing. 

" Thus the appearance of our party, which would 
have occasioned a mob in any densely populated part 
of Europe, did not cause the least sensation in the 
capital of the Tycoon. People looked at us, of 
course, with a very legitimate curiosity ; but fingers 
were only occasionally pointed at our cigars, or at the 
revolvers in our belts. 

" From morning until night the low streets and 
quays of Takanawa are crowded with people. The 
stable population of the quarter seemed to me to 
have no other industry except to raise, in one man- 
ner or another, a light tribute from those arriving 
and departing. Here tobacco is cut and sold ; there, 
rice is hulled and made into biscuits ; everywhere 
sak^ is sold, tea, dried fish, water-melons, an infinite 
variety of cheap fruits and other comestibles spread 
on tables in the open air, or under sheds, and on the 
shelves of innumerable restaurants. In all directions 
coolies, boatmen, and bearers of cargoes offer their 
services. In some lateral streets stalls may be hired 
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for pack-liorgeSf and stables for the buffaloes wbich 
bring to market the products of the eurrounding 
country. They aro harnesfied to small rustic carta^ 
the only wheeled vehicles which one meets in Yedo. 

" The singerBj the dancers, the wandering jugglers 
who cotne to try their soocess in the capital, make 
their first appearance at the doors of the tea-houaei^ 
of Takaoawa. Among the singers there are thote^ 
who form a privileged classT but subjected to a cer- 
tain supervision by the police. They may be known 
by their large, flat hats, thrown back from the tem- 
ples ; they always go in pairs, or in fours when two 
dancers accompany the two singers, 

** In the deafening sounds of all these diversions m 
the spaces filled by the public, there was frequently 
mixed the noise of the cjinbals and belle of the men- 
dicant brotherhood- I saw, for the first time^ some 
whose heads were not tonsured, and inquired what 
the order was to which they betonged. Our inter- 
prater answered that they were laymen, simple eiti- 
xens of Yedo, making a business of devotion, Al* 
though they were all similarly clad itj white^ in token 
of mourning or penitence, those wlio carried a bell^ a 
long stick, some books in a basket, and wore a largo 
white hat with a picture of Fuji-yama on the side, 
were returning from a pilgrimage to the holy moun- 
tain, made by ptibtic charity ; while the others^ with 
a cymbal at the girdle, an immense black and yellow 
hat, and a heavy box on the backj were probably 
sniall ruined merchants wlio Itad become ctilpurtcurs 
and exhibitors of idols in the pay of some monai- 
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^^On the heights above the landing-place, a long 
street leaves the Tokaido, ents obliquely through the 
chain of hills where the legations are situated, and 
traverses in a straight line, from south to north, the 
northern part of Takanawa. We followed this street 
to the end, and passed, successively, through three 
very distinct zones of the social life of Yedo. The 
first, with its motley crowd of people living in the 
opcfn air, I have already described. 

^' Behind our monastic hills we found a population 
entirely sedentary, occupied, within their dwellings, 
in various mannal labors. The work-shops were an- 
nounced, at a distance, by significant signs — some- 
times a board cut in the form of a sandal, sometimes 
an enormous umbrella of waxed paper, spread open 
like an awning over the shop ; or a quantity of straw 
hats of all sizes, dangling from the peak of the roof 
down to the door. 

" Little by little the road which we are following 
becomes deserted. We enter the vast solitude of a 
collection of seignorial residences. On our right ex- 
tend the magnificent shades of the park of the Prince 
of Satsuma ; on our left the wall of inclosure of a 
palace of the Prince of Arima. When we had turned 
the northwestern angle of this wall, we found our- 
selves before the principal front of the building, op- 
posite to which there was a plantation of trees, bathed 
by the waters of a limpid river which separates the 
quarter of Takanawa from that of Atakosta. 

" Mr. Beato set to work to procure a photograph 
of this peaceful picture, when two oflScers of the prince 
hastily approached him, and insisted that he should 
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desist from the operation* M, Metman begged them 
to go first and ascertain the eommands of tlieir mae- 
ter. The offioera went lo deliver the meBsage ; re- 
tnrQing in a few nnnutea, they de<;laied that the 
prince absohitely refused to permit that any view 
whatever of Lib palace gliould be taken. Beato bowed 
reepectfidljj and ordered the porters to carry away 
the intitniijiant. The offlcer^ withdrew, eatiefied, 
without suspecting that the artist had ]iad time to 
take two negatives do ring their brief absence, 

** The gmirda of uur escort^ impassive witnesses of 
the scene, v^'ero nnanimims in applauding the gnceesa 
of the etratageiu> But when the artist announced 
his intention of also taking, in the neig]iborlK>od, a 
photograpli of the cemetery of the Tycoons, it became 
their turn to oppose a resistance to the plan, which no 
arguments could bend. We were even obliged to give 
up the idea of entering t)ie sepulchral groundik, al- 
though we coidd veiy distinctly see the high red pa- 
goda and the eonibre clnnips of cypress,'" 

From the top of Atago-yania to which they rode, 
and up the steps to which they dim bed, they had a 
grand view of the wljole city, Tlie young waitre&fist 
attached to the phtce hastened to serve the travellera 
with refreslinients^ and tliey took a momenVareat be- 
fore visiting the pavilions, which at the two extremi- 
ties of the terrace rose fi*ee1y against the sky. 

*^ At last the tnonient cornea wlien the whole city 
ts revealed to the view. We will begin willi the 
goutlieni pavilion : at first tlie mes are dnzzled with 
the extent and brill inn cv uf the pietnro. The &un 
aluks lo tlie horizon in a dondleaa sky ; the traoa" 
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parency of the atmosphere allows ns to distingnish 
the forts on the laminons surface of the bay. But 
over all the space extending from the anchorage to 
the foot of the hill upon which we stand, the vision 
knows not where to linger : tliere is a veritable ocean 
of long streets, of white walls, and gray roofs. Noth- 
ing interrupts the monotony of the panorama, except, 
here and there, the dark foliage of clumps of trees, 
or some temple, the gable of which towers like a 
wave over the undulating lines of the dwellings. In 
the nearer neighborhood, a broad cavity drawn across 
the streets, as if a hurricane had passed that way, 
marks the course of a recent conflagration, and, still 
farther off, the sombre mass of the hills consecrated 
to the sepulchres of the Tycoons presents the appear- 
ance of a solitary island rising out of a raging sea. 

" The panorama furnished by the northern pavilion 
is still more uniform, if possible. It embraces the 
quarters specially inhabited by the nobility, and the 
ramparts and leafy parks of the Imperial Castle 
bound the view on the horizon. The daimios' yashi- 
kis, or seignorial residences, to which we improperly 
give the name of palaces, only differ from each other 
in their extent and dimensions. The most opulent 
and the most modest present the same type of archi- 
tecture, the same simple character. The external cir- 
cuit consists of ranges of buildings reserved for the 
servants and men-at-arms of the prince ; they are but 
a single story in height, and form a long square 
which is always surrounded by a ditch. A single 
roof covers them all, with no other break in it than 
the front of a portal, generally inserted in the centre 
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of 0O€ of the side* of the parallelogratn. Hiere is 
cot often anj other exit through the outer wmll than 
tbrODgh this |>orta1. The windows in the bnilditigs 
are very tinraeroas, low and broad ^ regularly set in 
two parallel rowg, and usually closed with wooden 
gratings^ 

'* In the interior, a namberj more or lees consider- 
able, of low hoiii^s^ divided into regular eompart- 
meEits, like the barracks of the guards at BetUen, are 
arranged diagonally all around, or, at least, along the 
longer aidea of the inclosing buildings. Here the 
ieignorial troops encamp* An open space leads to 
the inner inelosnre, which is tlie residence proper. 
The dependencies of the palace face the military 
quarter* The principal partJ of the dwelling and the 
veranda open upon an interior court and the garden^ 
which haa always a pond surrounded with fresh foli- 
age. Such IB the silent, inviolate asylmii, where the 
haughty daitnio withdraws in the bosom of his family 
during the six months of the year which the laws of 
the Empire oblige liini to spend at the capital* 

*'The panorama from Atago*yania only disclosed 
to UB about one*fonrth part of the great capital. To* 
ward the north, our view was obstructed by the walla 
iurronnding the castle of the Tycoon, We tljcrefore 
resolved to devote another day lo the quarters in that 
dircsction, which farm, with the castle itself, the eon- 
tral part of Ytnlo, The Witlls appeared to ns as two 
ooucentric circles, drawn by tiw blue lines of broad 
canals, communicating witli each tither and with tlio 
bay by means of numerous arms. We carried out 
the plan in a walk of four hours, during whicli tlierv 
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unfolded before our steps, like the windings of a 
mysterious labyrinth of stone, the ramparts, the tow- 
ers, and the palaces within which the power of the 
Tycoons has found a shelter for more than two hun- 
dred years. 

^^It is an imposing spectacle, but it leaves a chiUy 
impression on the mind. The political order of 
things instituted in Japan by the usurper ly^yas 
▼aguely recalls the r^me of the Venetian Republic 
under the rule of the Council of Ten. If it has not 
the same grandeur, it possesses at least the same ter- 
rors — the sombre majesty of the Chief of State, the 
impenetrable mystery of his government, the con- 
cealed and continuous action of a system of espionage 
officially arranged in all branches of the administra- 
tion, and drawing after it, in the shadow, proscrip- 
tions, assassinations, secret executions. 

^' But we must not further extend the comparison 
with Venice. In Yedo one seeks in vain, over all the 
vast extent of the glacis of the castle, some monument 
which deserves to be mentioned beside the marvel- 
lous edifices of the Place of San Marco or the Riva 
dei Schiavoni. Artistic taste is completely wanting 
at the court of the Tycoons. It is left to the peo- 
ple, with poetry, religion, social life, with all super- 
fluous things which only embarrass the movement of 
the political machine. From one end to the other 
of the administrative hierarchy, each official being 
flanked by a secretly appointed controller, the tal- 
ents of the employes are exhausted in learning how 
to do nothing, and say nothing, which might furnish 
material for damaging reports. As to their private 




life, it is eoDcealed, like tti&t of t}i« 
behind Iba wmlk of tbeir domestic foitreneL WHk 
the streets tobidHted bj tbe eomiiaofi people, with ill 
their dwellingB open to tbe public fiew, are eonaUmtlj 
Animated with erowds of comers and goers of all agei 
and both mxeB^ in the amtocratic qnartere one mm 
neither women nor children, otilaea in glimpeea, 
through tlie grating cif tlie windows^ m tbe houses of 
the retainers. 

*' There are thus in Yedo two coexisting forms of 
eocietj, one of whieb, anued and efidowed witli privi- 
l^es, lives as if imprisoned in a vast citadel ; and 
the other, disarmed, subject to ttio domination of the 
former, apparently enjoys all tlie advantages of lib- 
erty. But in reality a rod of iron U laid upon the 
people of Yedo. Out of five heads of families^ one 
is always established by the GoTemment as an anthar- 
tty over tbe other four. The iniquitous laws punish 
a #hoIe family, a district even^ for the crime of one 
of the members. Neither the property nor tlie lives 
of the citizeng are guarded by any legal protection. 
Theextortione and the brutal acts of the two-sworded 
class remain, for the most part, nn punished^ But the 
burgher tarni for com [sensation to the charms which 
hifl good city offers liim< If the rule of tlie Tycoons 
si>mtitimefi appears hard to him, he remembers that 
the Mikados have! not alwayB t)een good^natnred — 
that one of lljcm, tn Micient times^ loved to dii^phiy his 
skill as an arclier in bringing down with bis shafts 
the peasants wboni he forced to climb trees as game. 

** In countries fasiiioned by despotism it is an em- 
barrassing thing for Ujo poor people to asoertain tbe 
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proper limits of their patience. In a republic they 
become exacting, becanee the government opens to 
them the prospect of a continuous social ameliora- 
tion, because everjr republican government falls short 
of the task imposed upon it bj its own nature. But 
under the rule of individual will, on the contrary, 
the despot gets credit for not doing all the evil in his 
power. A Japanese emperor, who was bom under 
the constellation of the Dog, ordered that all dogs 
should be respected as sacred animals, that they must 
not be killed, and must receive honorable sepulture 
when they died. A subject, whose dog had died, set 
to work to bury the body properly upon one of the 
sepulchral mounds. While on the way, and weary 
with the weight of the dead dog, he ventured to 
say to a neighbor that the Emperor's order seemed 
ridiculous to him. 'Beware how you complain,' the 
neighbor replied ; * our Emperor might just as well 
have been bom under the sign of the Horse.' 

"The great line of defence of the castle is sur- 
rounded with water, except on the western side, 
where it communicates with the adjoining quarter of 
the city by the parade-ground belonging to the Ty- 
coon. Ten arched wooden bridges are thrown across 
the broad moats ; a strong detachment of tlie Tycoon's 
troops occupied the guard -house attached to the one 
which we crossed. The common soldiers are moun- 
taineers of Hakon^, who are allowed to return to 
their homes after a service of two or three years. 
Their uniform of bhie cotton consists of close-fitting 
pantaloons, and a shirt something like that of the 
Garibaldians. They wear cotton socks and leathern 
9 
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gaDdals, and a large sabre with a koqnered scabbard 
is til rust through the girdle. The cartridge-box and 
bayonet are woru sas}>eiided on the right side, A 
pointed hat of lacquered paper completes their ac- 
coutremeDt, biit they onlj pat it on when monnting 
guards or in gobg to drilL 

^As to the uiiiskets uaed in the JapaneBe army, 
although they all have percussion locks^ they vary in 
calibre and construction. I Baw four different kinda 
in the workshop of the barracks of Benten, where a 
samurai introduced me. He showed me a Dutch 
models then an arm of an inferior quality, from a 
workshop in Tedo, then an American mneket, and 
finally a Minid rifie, the nse of which a young officM*r 
was then teaching to a squad of soldiers in the court- 
yard. 1 noticed that the latter gave the words of 
command in Dutch. He held a ramrod in his right 
liand, and the grace of his movements, as well as the 
sweetness of hie voice, made htm resenible, at a little 
distance, a dancing- master directing the staps of his 
pupils with a fiddle-bow, 

*' Notwithstanding their prompt intelligence of the 
great progress in tho art of war realijced by the West- 
ern nations, the Japanese haie not yet been able to 
abolish the heavy military apparel of their feudal 
times. The helmet, the coat of niail, the halberd, 
the two-handed sword are still employed in their re- 
views and grand manoeuvres- Bodies of archers «tiU^ 
dank infantry colnmna equipped in the Etiropeian 
mannen and chevaliers worthy of the times of the 
Crusades make their appearance in the dust of artil- 
lery traini. 
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*^ All the yoimg officers are daily exercised, from an 
early age, in face-to-face combats, with the lance and 
two-handed sword, the rapier, and the knife. The 
quarter which we traversed possessed two race-courses 
and several baildings destined for exercise in equita- 
tion and fencing. We saw the masters passing, ac- 
companied by their pupils and followed by servants 
who bore lances and sabres of wood, as well as gloves, 
masks, and breast-plates, such as are used in the 
fencing-halls of the German universities. The jous- 
ters, still hot from their encounters, had thrown their 
silk mantles over one shoulder, and opened their close 
jackets upon the breast. Thus relieved, they walked 
along at their ease, silent and dignified, as is the man- 
ner of gentlemen. 

" I was several times present at the fencing-matches 
of the samurai. The champions salute each other 
before the attack ; sometimes he who is on the de- 
fensive drops one knee upon the earth, in order the 
better to cross weapons and parry with more force 
the blows of his adversary. Each pass is accom- 
panied with theatrical poses and expressive gestures ; 
each blow provokes passionate exclamations from one 
or the other ; then the judges intervene and emphati- 
cally pronounce their verdict, until finally a cup of 
tea appears as the interlude. There is even a variety 
of fencing for the Japanese ladies. Their arm is a 
lance with a curved blade, something like that of the 
Polish scythemen. They hold it with the point di- 
rected toward the earth, and wield it according to 
rule in a series of attitudes, poses, and cadenced 
movements, which would furnish charming subjects 
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for a ballet. I waa not allow^ to eee mach of thb 
gr^icefiil diiplay, wliich I liappeued to get sight of in 
paBfiiog before a half - c^f^>en courtyard. My guards 
dosed the gate^ assuring me that the custoiue of the 
country do not allow wilDeeseB to see these feminine 
feats of arms. 

«« In their weapons the Japauese nobles exhibit the 
greatest luxury, and take the most pride. Espec^ially 
their sabres, the temper of which is unrivalled, are 
generally enriched, at the hilt and on the scabbard, 
with metal ornaments, graven and cut with great 
skill. But the principal value of their arms consists 
in their antiquity and celebrity* Each eword in the 
old families of the daimios, has its history and tradi- 
tions, the glory of which is measured by the blood 
which it has shed. A new sword mmt not long re- 
main virgin in the hands uf liim wlio buys it ; nntil 
an occasion is offered for baptizing it in human bloody 
the young brave who becomes its owner tries itj» qual- 
ity on living animals, or, better still, on tlie corpses 
of criminals. When the executioner delivers to him 
the body, in accordance witli higher authority, he 
fastens it to a eroes^ or upon trestles, in the court of 
his dwelling, and sets to work to cut, slaitli, and pierce^ 
until he has acquired enough strengtii and skill to 
divide two bodies, one laid upon the other, at a sm* 
gle blow. 

*^ We may easily imagine the aversion which these 
Japanese gentteiuen, for whom tbe sabre is at once 
an emblem of their vahie and of tlieir titles of nobil- 
ityt feel for tlie H rearms of the Western nations. 
Th» Tycoon formerly sent some of tbe young samu- 
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rai to Nagasaki, to learn the mnaketry drill from the 
Dutch officers there ; but when they returned to the 
capital and were distributed among the barracks in 
order to driU the new Japanese infantry, their former 
comrades cried ' Treason I ' and assailed them with 
arms in their hands. Nevertheless, the sabre is surely 
destined to become obsolete. In spite of the tradi- 
tional prestige with which the privileged caste en- 
deavors to surround it, in spite of the contempt 
which they affect for the military innovations of a 
government which they hate, the democratic weapon, 
the musket, is introduced into Japan, and with it, 
undoubtedly, a social revolution, which is already 
predicted in the instinctive but fruitless resistance of 
the representatives of the feudal spirit 



CHAPTER XIU. 

THE RESIDENCE OF THE TYCOON 

^^ E3^' following the road whieli ekirts the terracefl 
LJ of the Regent's palace, we finally reach a 
plateau on the northeastern etde of tlie castle, the 
iiioBt elevated point heing nearly on a level with the 
top of the interior glacis o£ the latter. The residenc*e 
of the Tycoon appears to us to be seated on the Boutii- 
western extremity of the long chain of hills and 
plateauB which constitnto the Bouthern, western, and 
northern quarters of the c|ipitaL 

"The undulating outlines of Yedo, from the sotith- 
ern side, present the image of a vast amphitheatre^ 
the grades of which descend toward the bay. Hol- 
lows formed by the windings of throe rivers may be 
traced through it in the distanca, the southern most 
between Shinagawa and Takanawa ; the second, be- 
tween the latter quarter and those of Aeabon and 
Atakosta ; the nearest and most eonelderahle lietMcen 
Atakosta and 8akurada, flie SHTne which fills the 
moats of the castle and the navigable canals of the 
Cjommercial dty, between the castle and the sea. 
Toward Uie east we see no summits ; the city extends 
in a oontiBiiOQa plain to the great river Ogawa, be- 
yond which the poputous quarters of Honjo are grad* 
nally lost in the mists of the horizon. All that pari 
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of Yedo to the eastward of the castle was entirely 
unknown to us, and, far as the view extended, we 
oould not discover its end. 

^^ The immensity of the Japanese capital produces 
a strange impression. The imagination, as well as 
the vision, is fatigued in hovering over that bound- 
less agglomeration of human dwellings, all of which, 
great or little, are marked by the same stamp of uni- 
formity. Each one of our old European cities has its 
distinctive physiognomy, strongly indicated by the 
monuments of different ages, and uniting to grand 
artistic effects the austere charm of ancient memories. 
But at Yedo, all things are of the same epoch, and 
in the same style ; everything rests on a single fact, 
on a single political circumstance — the foundation of 
the dynasty of the Tycoons. Yedo is a wholly mod- 
em city, which seems to be waiting for its history 
and its monuments. 

^^ Even the residence of the Tycoon, viewed from 
a distance, offers nothing remarkable except its di- 
mensions, its vast circuit of terraces, supported by 
enormous walls of granite, its parks of magnificent 
shade, and its moats resembling quiet lakes, where 
flocks of aquatic birds freely sport in the water. 
That which chiefly strikes the senses, within the en- 
closures, is the grand scale to which everything is 
conformed: walls, avenues of trees, canals, portals, 
guard-houses, and dwellings of the retainers. The 
exquisite neatness of the squares and avenues, the 
profound silence which reigns around the buildings, 
the noble simplicity of these constructions of cedar 
upon .marble basements — all combine to produce a 
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BolemD effect, and to provoke those impreeeions of 
niajeetj, mystery^ and fear wliidi despotism neede 
in order to support it« prestige. 

" Here, as in the Japanese temples, one cannot bat 
admire the Bimplicity of the means employed by the 
native architects in realizing their boldest concep- 
tions. They always borrow the most effective of 
their resonrees directly from nature. Tlie Tycoon's 
hall of audience poaeefises neither columns, nor 
itatiiee, nor fm^niture of any kind. It eonsfets of a 
eticcessioii of vast and very lofty cliaml>ers separated 
one from the other by movable screens which reach 
to the ceiling* They are so disposed as to give an 
effect of perspective, like the side-scenes of a theatre, 
and the end of the vista opens upon broad lawns and 
avenues of trees*" 

Concerning the old methods of the administration 
of justice, which have now given way to more civil- 
ized procedures based upon the codes and methods of 
Christendom^ M. Humbert wrote; 

** We are far from being able to sound the myste- 
ries of this Venice of the extreme £ast, and it mitst 
be difficult, even for tlie Japanese, to form a coritjct 
idea of it But no one in Yedo is ignorant that the 
gloomy prions in tlie Daimiokoji, the outside of 
which only we see, c«jntain their lor ture-cham birrs, 
their dungeons, their phices for secret executions. 

^^In Japan the simplest repression of cointnon of- 
fences is marked witli ferocity, from beginning to 
end; the bloodhound of the police falls upon an ac* 
cased person like a vnlttireon his prey* The bamboo 
is Uia necessary Accompaniment of tlie estamlnationi ; 
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the indictment is presented at length to the prisoner, 
and if he does not reply as the jndge desires a rain 
of blows falls upon his shoulders. Woe to him if he 
be suspected of lying, or of screening himself by de- 
nials I In such a case he is made to kneel upon 
pieces of hard wood, and in this position stone 
weights are piled upon his thighs until the blood 
gushes from the skin. 

^^In the eyes of a Japanese judge the accused is al- 
ways held to be guilty. The tribunal desires victims, 
and the police agents are its purveyors. Twenty to 
thirty prisoners are brought into the hall of justice at 
the same time ; all wear the same costume — a large 
mantle of blue cotton, and no other article of dress. 
As they are not allowed to shave or comb their hair, 
a few days are enough to give them the appearance 
of filthy creatures, for whom one would feel a senti- 
ment of contempt or disgust. They sleep crouched 
upon the flag-stones with which the prison is paved ; 
yet those who are able to pay may obtain from the 
jailer one or more mats and a wadded covering. 
Rice is their only food. The most absolute silence is 
imposed upon them, and this rule is only broken 
when one of their number has been condemned to 
death, and the soldiers come to carry him away. 
His companions are then allowed to utter, together, 
and with all the strength of their voices, one long, 
despairing cry ; after which the silence becomes 
more horrible than ever. 

" The punishments provided by the Japanese law 
are only imprisonment accompanied with corporeal 
inflictions, or death. Banishment is reserved for the 
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grandees of the empirej or the boDzes^ who are rele- 
gated, according to their rank, to one or the other 
outer islands* It is said that they spend the time of 
their exile in weaving eilk stuff s. As to imprison- 
ment, it is never of long duration, nnlefis before the 
triah The sentence generally adds a few weeks or 
months^ as I have eeen at Yokohama^ where the valet 
of a European was condemned to a seclusion of three 
months for stealing. He was shut up with other 
malefactors in a high cell — four whitewashed walls 
surmounted with a grating of heavy beams— and re- 
ceived daily for his nourishment a bowl of rice and a 
tempo (about three cents), in exchange for which the 
jailer furnished him with a little frnit or vegetables. 

"The theft of a less sum than forty hus (about 
twenty dollars) is punished by branding. In place 
of a hot iron, the Japanese make use of a lancet, 
with which tliey effect an incision of a certain form 
on the left arm^ and make it indelible with powder. 
The prisoner thrusts his arm through a hole in the 
wall, and a surgeon in the next room performs the 
operation. The branding, in the case of a hardened 
criminal, may be repeated twenty four times, but the 
last marks are then made upon the forehead, and 
every branding after the third is accoiDpanied with a 
flogging. 

'^ Every culprit who falls into the hands of justice 
after having been marked twenty-four times^ or who 
commits a theft of greater amount than forty Jr**^ m 
condemned to death. Ordinarily they wait until 
there are three or four to be executed, and the sen^ 
tences are then carried iuto effect In the conrtyard 
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of the prison, with no other witnesses than the offi- 
cers of jastice. Each calprit is led into their pres- 
ence, his eyes bandaged, and his hi/mono thrown back 
upon his shoulders. He is made to kneel; four 
assistants, two on each side, grasp his hands and feet, 
and his head falls at a single stroke of the execu- 
tioner's sword. It is then washed and exposed with 
the others in one of the market-places of the city, 
for twenty-four hours. The body is immediately 
stripped and washed, and put into a straw sack, to 
be delivered with the others to the gentlemen who 
wish to practise their noble art as swordsmen. 

** Only flagrant criminals, such as incendiaries and 
assassins, are executed in public. The former are 
given to the flames ; the latter, where there is no 
aggravating circumstance, are beheaded. I might 
have seen in Yedo the crucifixion of two parricides, 
for I received one morning from T6 a paper con- 
taining an account of their crime and their approach- 
ing execution. 

" He had bought it from a colporteur who was cry- 
ing his copies through the streets, as in the most 
civilized and Christian cities. 

" As in Europe, the ceremonies of public execu- 
tions are said to be for the purpose of making a salu- 
tary impression on the masses. The condemned is 
placed on horseback, bound to a high wooden saddle, 
and always has a rosary suspended to his neck. At 
the head of the procession the officers of justice di- 
rect the attention of the people to a large placard, 
borne by coolies, which relates in emphatic terms the 
circumstances of the crime." 
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THE CITIZENS' QDAETEK 

££ f T ^ag uijt long^'* eajB M* Humbert, •* before I 
I received a first warning. The Qovemment 
deigned to infonn nie that onr extensive excursions 
through the capital might result io danger to our- 
selves. There was no further time to lose, for thej 
were evidently preparing obstacles to otir movement 
I calculated that we had already traversed about on€ 
third of the thirty districts into which the city is di- 
vided ; a new, and perhaps a final, field of oxploratian 
must he immediately selected from tlie remainder, 

*^ It seemed to me that the greatest nnmber of ob- 
jects of interest were included within a circle having 
the chief bridge of tlje city for its central point. The 
latter could be speedily reached, either on horseback 
by the Tokaidos or in a boat, taking advantage of the 
tide ; and it was bat a short distance further to the 
populous quartei^ of the commercial city, on Uie right 
bank of the Ogawa, or to tlie industrial city of 11 on jo, 
on the left bank. 

** I had already made out a programme of our exf 
ditions, when an amusing adventure occurred » which 
encouraged mc in my plans, and at the same time 
ahowed me their tnie value. Two attaches of th© 
Pmssian Legation at Yokohama came to visit M. Mc 
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man, and as they wished to procure both the Almanac 
of the Mikado's Com't, and the official Annual of the 
Tycoon's Government, the latter gentleman accom- 
panied tliera to the shop of a bookseller in the city. 
I begged him to purchase for me at the same time, 
any literary curiosities or specimens of native art 
which might fall into his hands. 

" When the gentlemen, together with their guards, 
were installed in the bookstore, the owner at once 
furnished them with the ' Almanac of Kioto,' which 
was on hand. He stated that the ^ Yedo Annual ' 
was also to be had, and, pushing aside a screen, en- 
tered the next room. One of the guards accompa- 
nied him ; presently the two returned, the bookseller 
stammering out that he had no ^ Annuals ' to sell. 
' Well,' said one of the Prussian secretaries, * send to 
another shop for them ; we will wait here.' There- 
upon there was a movement among the guards, con- 
sultations in the street, and prolonged absence of the 
bookseller. During this time the three strangers 
lighted their cigars, and asked an employ^ of the es- 
tablishment to bring them boxes to sit upon, and to 
place before them all the illustrated works in the 
shop. When the owner returned, he bowed to the 
ground, and sighed out : ' The " Annual " cannot be 
had in the neighborhood, and it is now too late to 
send to the castle.' 

" ' What of that ? ' was the reply. * Send your 
boy for it! For our part, we are going to have our 
dinner brought here ; we shall not leave you until 
we have the " Annual." ' 

" M. Metman thereupon wrote a note, which he 
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aent to the steward of the legation by one of the 
inen of the escort. The bookselJer also gare a com- 
miBsion to one of hie emplojeB, atid the review of 0- 
lustrated works was oontinaed nntil the arrivd of 
fonr coolies, carrying at the extremity of tlieir ha 
boo poles the lacquered boxes and wicker baskets^ 
contain iug the dloQer. 

^^ The meal was spread npon the matting ; the 
gnards and the bookseller were inrited to take part 
m itj but they politely declined. Nevertheless, wtien 
the sound of champagne corke began to be heard^ 
thej drew nearer, and the foaming glasses soon cir- 
culated around the shop. * Have you anything more 
to show UB by way of dessert t ' asked M. Mctman. 

** The bookseller answered ; * You already know 
the contents of my sliop, 1 hare nothing more to 
show except some drawings, sketches on detached 
sheets, made by two artists of Yedo, lately decaa 
It is ail which they liave left to their families^ wbc 
have given me the ngeless legacy for a small sapply 
of rice. Here are still the old sheets on which they 
tried tlieir pencils. If you like the aketebes, take the 
package along with the books you have bought.' 

'^M. Mettnan called the coolies, and ordered thecn 
to fill their baskets witli the dishes, Uie packages of 
books and drawings ; bnt to leave tlia bottles and the 
remainder of the dinner for the guards and the 
people of the house. Then, turning to the bookseller, 
he said : * Will it be necessary, do you Uiink^ to order 
our mattresses and qnilts, in order to pass the night 
here? Now is the time to send for thmn by the 
ooolies.* 
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^ A general hilarity succeeded this queBtion ; then 
there were whisperings and goings to and fro, be- 
tween the shop and the street, where an increasing 
crowd of curious spectators endeavored to find out 
what strange drama was being enacted. At last the 
owner and his employ^ reappeared, bearing some vol- 
umes under their arms. He bowed again, and placed 
in the hands of the strangers, evidently with the con- 
sent of the guards, two perfectly authentic copies of 
the official ^Annual of Yedo.' 

^^I passed the night in examining the precious col- 
lection. It was composed of thirty illustrated works 
and a quantity of sheets, loose or sewed together. 
Here were old encyclopaedias, enriched with plates 
which seemed to have issued from the German work- 
shops of the Middle Ages ; there, albums of sketches 
in India ink, reproduced on wood, or collections of 
stories and popular scenes, illustrated with pictures 
in two tints, produced by a process unknown to us. 
Numerous paintings on silk and rice paper represented 
the bridges, the markets, the theatres, all the places 
of meeting, and all the types of the laboring classes 
and the burgher society of Yedo. But nothing of all 
these equalled in importance the posthumous work of 
the two poor unknown artists, for the latter revealed 
to me both the favorite subjects and the style of the 
modem school of Japanese painters. These sketches, 
inspired by the scenes of the streets and public gar- 
dens, were a veritable treasure for the study of the 
people of Yedo. These dusty and spotted bundles, 
wherein I found a hundred and two finished pictures 
and a hundred and thirty rough sketches, devoted ex- 
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clusbely to the class which live ontside of the castle,! 
the arlBtoe ratio quartered tlie barracks, and tlie oionaa- 
teriesj were a luiiie to be worked ! Siieb a collection 
was for me the surest guide, the most faithful inter- 
preter which I could have consulted, before plunging; 
into the labyrinth of sti-eets, quays, and cauals which' 
thread the luaeses of the dwellings of the iourgeifw 
population, on both sides of the ri^er. 

*'The district of Nippon-Bushi, or the bridge of 
Nippon, which is the heart of the city, containg in a 
space of four square kilometre!^, five longitudinal, and 
twenty -two cross- streets^ cutting the former at right 
angles^ and forming seventy-eight blocks of houses^ 
each being almost the exact model of the other. J 
Navigable canals surround this long parallelogram 1 
on the four sides, and tifteeu bridges give it coiu- 
munieation with the other jiarts of the city. Al- 
though they have a character so completely homogan- 
eons, these quarters of tlie city do not lea^e that 
tinprssmon of fastidious mouotony which the man- 
sions belonging to the court or the feudal nobility 
rarely fail to produce. The houses uf the citizens^ 
not less than the palaces, do not vary from the type 
of architecture winch is appropriate to them: they 
are simple constructions of wood, but two storiea io 
height, the upper one bordered by a gallery looking 
upon the street^ with a low* rmif covered with slate** ^ 
colored tiles, atid liaviug pla^i^tcr onuiinenU at the ex^* 
tremities of the ridge-pole* But if the £rame be the 
iame, tho pictures whfdi it inclo^s are deligtitful in' 
tlieir variety, uncxpoctedneba, and pictiireequ© orig* 
inality. 
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^^ Here at the entrance of a street of Ifippon-Bashi, 
there is a barber's shop, where three citizens in the 
simplest apparel, come to make their morning toilette. 
Seated on stools, they gravely hold up witli the left 
hand the lacquered dish which receives the spoils of 
the razor or scissors. The artists, on their side, re- 
lieved of everything which may restrict the freedom 
of their movements, bend to the right or left of their 
customers' heads, which they traverse with hand or 
instrument, like ancient sculptors modelling carya- 
tides. 

" A few steps further, we find a shoemaker's shop. 
It bristles with wooden hooks, from which hang innu- 
merable pairs of straw sandals. The owner, squatted 
on his counter, reminds me of one of those native 
idols to which the pilgrims make offerings of shoes. 
Persons of both sexes stop in front of him, examine 
the sandals or try them on, exchange some friendly 
words with him, and lay the proper price at his feet 
without disturbing him. 

^^ Then follow shops for the sale of sea-weed, sev- 
eral varieties of which are cooked and eaten by the 
people. There is also, in Yedo, an enormous con- 
sumption of shell-fish. Oysters are abundant and 
fleshy, but not very delicate ; the Japanese have no 
other way of opening them except to break the upper 
shell with a stone. At IJraga a large species of oyster 
is dried and exported to all parts of the empire ; the 
trade therein is said to be a royalty of the Tycoon. 

" The show of the seed-stores of Yedo is very at- 
tractive. The quantity and infinite variety of the 
products offered, the diversity of their forms and 
10 
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colors, the art with which they are arranged on the 
ahelyes, all combine to attract the attention ] btit we 
aJ*e filled with surprise and admiration on perceiving 
that each one of the packages already enveloped in 
paper, each one of the cones ready for saJe, bears, 
with tl»e name of the eeed, a sketch in colors of the 
plant itself* The illustration is often a little niafiter- 
piece, which eeeins to have been stolen from some 
charming floral album* We soon discover the artist 
and his stndio — that is, some young workman of the 
establishment, stretched at full length npou mata , 
sprinkled with flowers and sheets of paper, and in 
this singular attitude making every touch of his brush 
produce the trne effect. 

** As we approach tlie central bridge of the district 
the crowd increases, and on both sides of the street the 
ehopfigive place to popular restaurants, to pastry -shops 
of rice and millet, and the sale of tea and hot sak4 
Here we are in the neighborhood of the great fish 
market The canal is covered with boats^ which land 
fresh sea-fish and the product of the rivers^ the fish 
of the polar currents and those of the equatorial 
stream, tortoises of the bay of Nippon, deformed 
polypi, and fant^gtic cnistacea. Siebold counted, in 
this market-place, seventy different varieties of fisli, 
crabs, and mollusks, and twenty *eix kinds of musseta 
and other shell -fish* 

'^The stalls, roughly erected near the landing*plao^ 
are besieged by purveyors who come to purdiftse At 
the auctions. Amid the tumnltnoue throngs vigor- 
ous arms are seen lifting the heavy baskets and empty- 
ing them into the lacquered boxes of the coolies; 
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from time to time the crowd gives way to let two 
coolies pass, carrying a porpoise, a dolphin, or a 
shark, suspended by cords to a bamboo across their 
shonlders. The Japanese boil the flesh of these ani- 
mals, they even salt down the blubber of whales. 

" Toward the middle of the day, during the hot 
season, the streets of Yedo become deserted ; the 
shores of the canals are lined with empty boats, fas- 
tened to the piles. No clamor, no noise comes up 
from the depths of the great city. If we still distin- 
guish, here and there, either a traveller or a couple 
of pilgrims, hurrying along to reach their midday 
resting-place, they walk in silence, with bowed heads 
and eyes fatigued with the glare of the road. The 
rays of the sun make broad luminous zones, whereon 
are drawn the outlines of the shadows which fall 
from broad roofs upon the flag-stones of the pave- 
ments, or from centenary trees upon the turf of the 
gardens. 

" The population of the streets and canals is with- 
drawn within the hostelries or private dwellings, 
where, in the remote basement rooms, they enjoy the 
principal meal of the day, and then give two or three 
hours to sleep. In pursuing our route from street to 
street, along the shaded sidewalks, the eye looks 
through the openings between the screens, detects the 
household interiors, and catches glimpses of pictur- 
esque groups of men, women, and children, squatted 
around their simple dinner. 

" The table-cloth, made of woven straw, is spread 
upon the floor matting. In the centre is placed a 
great bowl of lacquered wood, containing rice, which 
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h the basis of food with all classes of Japanese eoci- 
ety. The usual raanuer of preparing it, is to place it 
in a small keg of very light woixlj which is then 
dropped into a kettle of boiling water. Each guefet 
attacks the common supply, taking as much rice as 
will fill and heap a large porcelain bowl, which he 
eete to his lips, eating with oat tlie use of chop-sticks 
until the supply is nearly ejEhaiisted^ when he adds to 
the rice some pieces of fish, crabs, or fowls* taken 
from the dish appropriated to animal food* The 
meats are seasoned with sea-salt, pepper, and soy, a 
very ptmgent sauce produced by the fermentation of 
a variety of black beanB> Soft or hard eggs* cooked 
vegetables, such as turnips, carrots, sweet potat 
pickles made of sliced bamboo spronts, and a sala 
made of the bulbous roots of the lotus, complete thf 
bill of fare of an ordinaiy Japanese dinner,^ 

** Tea and aak^ are necessary accompaniments, both 
being generally taken hot and without sugar, I have 
never escamined the beantiftjl utensils of a Japanc 
meal^ — their bowls, cnps^ saucers, boxes, wooden plateapl 
their porcehiin nms, cups, and flagons, their tea-jjoti' 

* In tlie plotmr^ of s Jftpaneae reRtaaraiit in Yed&, cm tlit» OppO- 
■Iti p«ga, the prp|»Hetor «di?eniftes on the IftDl^ni In ttQmi ot ihm 
itor« jftm^ktijirAf or '* tnotttitjdn whal«,*' i>., t unison. On llill| 
PrGfanor B, K, Ch^mbcrlaiii In hit rmlunh]** pi>ckt*t-4iti]cyolo 
dlft, entitled ** Things J»]>«ne«i},'^ resi«rkft: *' To nuddhiizn 
duo th9 ftbatidoDtn^nt of a me»t dUt, nvtr A thoniind je^rm if 
but pious frftoda oomo to tU(.» ri!(Kii)#' < . * Tht 1ogl«Al pn 
b ibU : A whAl^ Is • JSaU. Fish m>j b« t*iit#n. Th^mfon, If j 
OftU renison ' mountain wluitd/ /oa mijr oftt TenUon/* 
Ihtf introdtiotfon of bevf, mutton, and ]>ork in Japui, ftt&e« 16 
tho tnajoritf of Jip«n, for «oonomieal or rvUflotu •oruplei, ttill tb» ' 
Main froa a fvfiilAr m«at dkt. 
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of glazed porous earthenware ; and I have never 
watched the guests at the table, with the grace of 
their movements and the dexterity of their small and 
elegant hands, without fancying them to be a com- 
pany of large children, playing at housekeeping, and 
eating for amusement rather than to satisfy their ap- 
petites. The diseases resulting from excess at the ta- 
ble or an unwholesome diet are generally unknown ; 
but the immoderate use of their national drink fre- 
quently gives rise to serious disorders. I myself saw 
more than one case of delirium tremens. 

" Notwithstanding the ease with which Yedo might 
be- supplied with excellent water, the people are al- 
most entirely dependent on cisterns. From this cause, 
and the recklessness with which they eat unripe fruit, 
the cholera and dysentery make great ravages among 
tlicin. Their popular hygiene prescribes little except 
hot baths, which they take every day. This passion 
for cleanliness, the salubrity of their climate, the ex- 
cellent character of their aliment, ought to make the 
Japanese the most healthy and robust people in the 
world. Nevertheless, there are few races more 
afflicted with all sorts of cutaneous affections, and 
certain forms of chronic and incurable disease, the 
cause of which cannot certainly be found in the nat- 
ural conditions of their lives. 

" There are a great many physicians in Japan, and 
especially at Yedo. Those attached to the court of 
the Tycoon belong to the class of small nobles, wear- 
ing two sabres, shaving the head, and possessing a 
rank more or less elevated, according to their official 
standing. The first, limited in number, comprises 
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lite phjmmMtA attached to the boQBe of the flovereigly j 
vbo Iiara ea prictice oat^ide of ^e palace. Tba iem\ 
wkkh Ibej receive, in money or supplies, 
an annnal iDcome of from three to four 1 
lira. Those of the second category are the 
of health, attached to the army in time of war, 
who receive a ialary of about two tboosaiid d0llata,j 
When they are not in sernce^ they occaskmallyi 
practise in prii?ate fatDilie& The members of both 
clfinocfi are appointed by the Oovemmeot. 

**As there are no eiaminations required for the! 
practice of medicine, eacb one adopts tiie profeasioiQ 
at will and practigee according to hiB own method* J 
8ome retain the routine of the Datire qnaeke ; othc 
treat their patients according to tlie niles of Chin 
medical art; others^ again, acqnire a smattering 
Enropean ideaa, throogh the Dnteh. The wish of tho^ 
people i» to have plenty of physicians in case of need, 
and to be dosed according to three systems at one 
rather than a single good one. 

"The Japanese doctors are easily reoognised by 
their severe air, their tnen&nned gait, and eevera] curi- 
ous peculiarities, which they appenr to adopt pnr- 
posely, aee4>rding to their fancy. I have seen tliem 
with tlie bead shaven like a priest^ with long lock 
rounded at the neck, or even with a flowing beard- 
In this manner they acqnire a general conj^idenition 
among the people, and are oft en « ej{>ecnany in tlie 
bouses of the aristocracy, paid rather by externa 
forms of respect than by doll are. Sneh^ indeed, ar 
the conditions of life in most families, that, towar 
the end of the year, after having met all the indis- ' 
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pensable expenses, including family festivals, the 
theatre, baths, priests, and excursions of pleasure, 
there remains very little for the doctor. Neverthe- 
less, the latter philosophically accepts the situation. 
He often exhibits a genuine disinterestedness, and a 
zeal in the exercise of his profession, which presume 
a passion for science ; and it is not too much to say 
that the Japanese physicians will probably be among 
the first to contribute to the progress of civilization 
in their country. 

^^The Dutch physicians, within the past fifteen 
years, have successfully introduced vaccination at 
Nagasaki, and the use of anatomical models into the 
medical school at Kioto. In September, 1859, Doc- 
tor Van Meerdervort, having obtained the necessary 
authority from the Tycoon, assembled forty-five Jap- 
anese physicians on a promontory of the harbor of 
Nagasaki, and from eight in the morning until sun- 
set, dissected the body of a culprit who had been exe- 
cuted. There was considerable excitement among 
the people, but the governor allayed it by issuing the 
following proclamation : ^ Considering that the body 
of the malefactor has been of service to medical sci- 
ence, and consequently to the public good, the Gov- 
ernment undertakes to provide, within twenty-four 
hours, honorable burial for the remains of the crim- 
inal, with the CO - operation of the ministers of re- 
ligion.'" 



CHAPTER XV. 



KEOBEATIONS AND DOMESTIC CUSTOMS 

^^T^IIE raees who possess the Chiaese civOizatioa 
1 have nothing similar to the beneficent Sem- 
itic institution of a day of rest, regularly recurring 
after a series of days of labor. They have monthly 
feflti?ali, from which, however, tlie laboring ckssea ^ 
derive but little benefit, and a whole week at the be- 
ginning of the year, da ring which all work is sus- 
peodedj and the j^ople of both city and country give 
themselves np to such recreations as they can afford. 
'^ The citizena of Yedo, the artisans^ the Japaneee \ 
merchants and manufacturersj lived under economieal 
conditions of the most exceptional character^ until the 
arrival of Europeans. Only laboring for tlie internal 
consumption of a country highly favored by natore^ 
sufficiently large and cultivaied to supply all their 
needs, they enjoyed for centuries tlie charms of a lifo 
at once simple and easy* This state of things is pasa* ^ 
ing away. I have seen tlie closing days of this age of 
innocencei in which, with the e^ccaption of some chief 
merchants, who seem to have been veritably pumiied 
by a kindly fortune, people only worked enough to 
live, and only lived for the sake of enjoying life. 
Even labor might be elaasod in the category of an* 
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jojmentSy for the workman grew enthnBiastic over 
his work, and instead of painfully counting the hours, 
days, and weeks devoted to it, he tore himself from 
it with reluctance when he had attained, not wealth, 
but a satisfactory degree of artistic skill. When sur- 
prised by fatigue, he was in the habit of resting at 
his ease, either alone in his own habitation, or in 
some place of public recreation in the company of 
friends. 

^^ There are few Japanese dwellings of the middle 
class which have not their little private gardens, quiet 
retreats for sleep, for reading, fishing in the tanks, 
or indulging in libations of tea and sak^. The chains 
of hills which traverse the quarters to the south and 
west of the Castle are remarkably rich in rocks, little 
glens, grottoes, springs, and ponds, which the small 
proprietors combine in the most ingenious manner, so 
as to give the features of a varied landscape in a lim- 
ited space. When there is an entrance from the gar- 
den upon the street, a rustic bridge is thrown over 
the canal before the portal, which is carefully con- 
cealed under spreading trees or thick shrubbery. 
We have hardly crossed the threshold, when we find 
ourselves apparently in a wild forest, far from all 
habitation. Masses of rocks, carelessly disposed in 
the manner of a staircase, invite us to ascend, and 
from the summit a charming view is suddenly spread 
out below. An amphitheatre of leaves and fiowers 
incloses a picturesque pond of water, bordered with 
lotus, iris, and water-lilies ; a light wooden bridge is 
thrown across it ; the path which descends to the lat- 
ter passes by long windings through clumps of bam- 
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boosj azaleas, dwarf - palme, aud camelias, then by 
groves of small pines and slopes of tnrf or flowers. 

** In tlieir fotidnessfor harmonious effect e, for quiet 
enjoyment and reverie bordering on abstraction, the 
Japanese show their tendency toward that condition 
of physical indifference and ideal anuihiiation which 
is inculcated by Buddhism. Yet they do not con- 
Bcioudly practise it as a eystein, and many of their 
hygienic customs seem to conflict with it. Every 
Japanese, of whatever age^ wasiies regnlarly in the 
morning, and takes a bath heated to a temperatare of 
about 120° during the day- They remain from fif- 
teen to thirty minntes in the water, sometimes im- 
mersed to the shouldersj sometimes only to the waist^ 
taking the greatest care to prevent their heads from 
getting wet. It is therefore no wonder that congee- 
Uon of the brain ia frequent* 

"A custom BO universal soon acquires a oonven- 
tional eharactefi and thus the exposure of the bath is 
tacitly considered as s*>mething disconnected with 
public morals, like eating or sleeping. Each wealthy 
family, it is troa^ haa its own bath -chamber, which m 
used either snocesaively by the members of the house- 
hold, or at the same time ; but the greater part of 
the population use the public bathing establishmentfl 
on account of their cheapness. The latter uenally 
contain two large reser\^oirs, divided by a low parti- 
tion, the women and children occupying one and the 
men the other ; hut it is also considered quite resped- 
able to use them in common* It is also held to be 
proper for the bather to step into the stroet to cool 
himself, or even to wulk home before dre«sitig. It 
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would be very nnjnst to judge this custom from the 
European point of view, and necessarily associate it 
with a low condition of morals among the Japanese. 

^^ The kneading of the muscles of the body, as a 
cure for various maladies, is much practised in 
Japan, but neither by the regular physicians nor 
those whose business is acupuncture or the applica- 
tion of the moia. The kneaders are always chosen 
from among the blind, who form a grand brother- 
hood throughout the Empire. 

"It is very difficult for a stranger in Japan to 
share to any extent in the domestic life of the peo- 
ple, and hence almost impossible to witness their 
family festivals and ceremonies. In all the countries 
of the extreme East, the marriage of a girl is charac- 
terized only by the festivities which are held in the 
house of the bridegroom. But while the Chinaman 
is proud to invite foreign guests to the wedding of 
his daughter, in order to impress the former with 
the display, the Japanese, on the contrary, surrounds 
the ceremonies of the occasion with the most discreet 
reserve. He considers it too serious to be witnessed 
by any other than the nearest relations and friends 
of the two parties. 

" Most of the Japanese marriages are the result of 
a family arrangement, prepared a long time in ad- 
vance, and usually characterized by that practical 
good sense which is one of the national traits. The 
bride has no dowry, but she receives a very rich and 
complete i/rovsseau. But it is necessary that she 
should have a spotless reputation, a gentle and amia- 
ble character, a proper education, and skill to con- 
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doct a household. Pecatiiary considermtioQA are of 
BQCondnvy importance, and they rarely take the fonn 
of money. When s father, who has iio male child, 
givee his only or ddeet daughter in marriage, her 
hueband is called the adopted eon of tlie family, 
takes the game name, and inherits the trade or bufii^ 
nees of his father4n-law. 

** Marriage is preceded by a ceremony of betrothal, 
at which all the principBl memberfi of tlie two fanii- 
liee are present. It often happens that the parties 
concented then for the first time are infonned of the 
intentions of their parents with regard to themi 
From this time they are allowed every possible op- 
portunity of Beeing each other, and ascertahiing the 
wisdom of the choice, wherein they were not con- 
sulted. Visits, invitations, preeents, preparations for 
furnishing their future home, succeed each other, 
and the betrothed are soon Bati^Ged with thetr ap* 
proacliing destiny. 

**The wedding generally takes plaee when the 
bridegroom has attained hifl twentieth year, and the 
bride is in her sixteenth. Early in the morning of 
the appointed day the troiisseau of Hie latter is car- 
ried to the hridegroom^s house, and ta&tefully ar- 
ranged in the roonm prepared for the fe6ti%*ah The 
images of the gods m\d the patron saints of the two 
f ami ties are also suspended there, befoi'e a domestic 
altar adonied with flowers and heaped with offerings. 
Laeqnered tables eiipport dwarf-oedars and figiirei 
refpresenting the Japanese Adam and E?e, accompa- 
nied by tiieir venerable at tributes, the centenary enine 
ftod tortoise* Finally^ to complete the tableau bj 
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lesson of morals and patriotism, there are always to 
be found among the presents a few packages of edi- 
ble sea-weed, mussels, and dried fish, which suggest 
to the young couple the primitive nourishment and 
ancient simplicity of the Japanese people. 

^^ Toward noon, a splendid procession enters the 
halls thus prepared ; the young wife, clothed and 
veiled in white, advances, escorted by two brides- 
maids and followed by a crowd of relations, neigh- 
bors, and friends, in festal costumes glittering with 
brocade, scarlet, gauze, and embroidery. The two 
bridesmaids perform the honors of the house, ar- 
range the guests, order the courses of the collation, 
and flutter from one group to another to see that all 
are served. They are called the male and female 
butterfly, which insects they are expected to repre- 
sent in the style and ornament of their garments. 

"With the exception of certain Buddhist sects, 
which admit a nuptial benediction among their rites, 
a priest never takes part in the celebration of a Jap- 
anese marriage. There is nothing similar to a pub- 
lication of the banns, but the police officer who has 
given permission for a nuptial festival in the quarter 
under his guardianship inscribes another couple upon 
his list. The public knowledge of the act, therefore, 
is as complete as possible. 

" In place of our sacramental Yea^ they have re- 
course to an expressive symbol. Among the objects 
displayed in the middle of the circle of guests, there 
is a metal vase, shaped like a basin, and furnished 
with two spouts. This utensil is elegantly adorned 
with bands of colored paper. At a certain signal, 
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one of the ladies of Louor fills it with sak^ ; the other 
takes it bj the handl€, lifts it as high as the lips of 
the kiieeling bride and bridegroom, and causee them 
to di iak froni it alteruateljj each from the spout on 
his or her side, iititil the liquor k exhausted. It ts 
thus that^ as hiiiaband and wife, thej most together 
draiu the cap of corijiicFal life, each driiikiug from 
one aide, but both tasting the same ambrosia or the 
iame wormwood. 

*'The poorer classes— one may say, the tiiaaaes of 
the population — are generally free from the social 
vices which are encouraged among the higher clasaee 
by the license allowed to them. The households of 
the shopkeepers, artisans, laborers, and cultivators 
of the soil, exact the constant care and toil of the 
father and mother, the uoion of their efforts, in order 
to provide for the needs of their families. There 
are wedded couples who labor and save heroically lor 
years, in order to pay the expenses of their marriage 
festivah 

'* There is one rather amusing custom, however, 
whereby this e^cpeuso may be avoided. A couple of 
respectable people have a dtinghter, who is acquainted 
with a good young fellow who would be an excellent 
husband for tier, except tliat he lacks the neceasary 
means to give her the customary wedding^presenta 
and keep a free table for a week, for tlie two families. 
The parents, coming home from the bath oiie fine 
evening, do not find their daughter at home. They 
inquire in the neighborluHjd ; nobody has seen her, 
but all the nei^hlMir!* ufl^er their services In aBsisting 
to find hen The pai^nta accept tim uSer^ and the 
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procession, constantly increasing in numbers, passes 
from street to street, until it reaches the dwelling of 
the lover. The latter, protected by his closed screens, 
in vain pretends to be deaf ; he is at last obliged to 
yield to the demands of the crowd. He opens the 
door, and the lost daughter, in tears, throws herself 
at the feet of her parents, who threaten her with 
their malediction. 

"Then, the tender-hearted neighbors, moved by 
the scene, intercede ; the mother relents ; the father 
remains haughty and inexorable ; the intercession of 
the neighbors increases in eloquence, and the young 
man promises to be the most faithful of sons-in-law. 
Finally, the resistance of the father is overcome ; he 
pardons his daughter, pardons the lover, and calls the 
latter his son. All at once, as if by magic, cups 
of saW circulate among the crowd ; everyone takes 
his or her place on the matting of the room ; the two 
outlaws are seated in the midst of the circle, drink 
their bowl of sak6 together, the marriage is pro- 
claimed in the presence of a sufficient number of 
witnesses, and the police officer enters it upon his 
b'st the next morning. 

" Bridal trips are unknown in Japan. Instead of 
leaving the newly-wedded pair to themselves, every 
pretext is employed to overwhelm them with visits 
and invitations, always accompanied with feasts and 
prolonged libations. 

" On the thirtieth day after his birth every citizen 
of Nippon receives his surname, or rather his^*^ 
name, for he has another at his majority, a third when 
he marries, a fourth if he assumes any public f unc« 
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tion, a fifth when lie is promoted id rank, and go 
until the lastj wbich ie given to him after hia deaUi 
and engraved upon hia tomb, ag the name by which 
he wil] be known to the eucceeding generations. The 
ceremony which correspondg to our baptism is the 
simple presentation of the new-bom child in the tem- 
ple of his family deity. Except in certain aectSj this 
act IB not accomparjied by the sprinkling of water or 
an J form of pnriScation. The father gives to the 
officiating bonze a not« containing three names. The 
latter copies these upon three slips of pa}>er, which 
he fihnffles together, and tiien^ loudly uttering a sacra- 
mental invocation, he cast^ them into the air^ and the 
first sHp which touches the floor of the sanctuary in- 
dicates the one of the three names which is most 
agreeable to the divinity. This the bonze writes at 
once OD a sheet of holy paper, which he gives to the 
father as a talisman for the cliild. 

' ^ The baptism of a child is always an occasion of 
munificence on tlie part of the familj towai-d the 
priests, Tlie latter, of course, enter the child's naiue 
on their books, and never lose sight of it during all 
the changes of its after*Hfe. Tlie registers of the 
monasteries have the reputation of being well kept, 
and tb^ are always apen to the examination of the 
officers of police. At the age of three, the boy be- 
gins to wear the girdle, and, if he is noble, at the age 
of seven the two swords indicative of his caste. The 
weapons, of course, are only provisional. First, when 
he is fifteen, he exchanges them for the hereditary 
weapons belonging to his family. 

** Among the ciibens, the three epochs are tlie oc* 
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casion of f OBtivals, which are only less important than 
that of marriage. On the very day when the boy is 
fifteen years old, he attains his majority, dresses his 
hair like a mature man, and takes part in the affairs 
of his paternal household. On the evening before, he 
is still addressed as a child ; then, suddenly, the man- 
ner of those about him changes; the ceremonious 
forms of Japanese civility represent his emancipation 
to his own eyes ; and he on his part endeavors to re- 
spond to the congratulations of the others in such a 
manner as to show that he appreciates the responsi- 
bility of his new position. His testimony, in fact, is 
not confined to hollow assertions, and I do not hesi- 
tate to count among the most interesting traits of Ja- 
panees society, the care, the patience, and seriousness 
with which boys of fifteen abandon the sports of 
childhood and devote themselves to the stronger dis- 
cipline of practical life. 

^^ Apprenticeship to a branch of manual labor im- 
plies a service of ten years. During this time the 
master furnishes food, lodging, and clothing, but no 
salary until toward the end of the term, when he 
gives the apprentice enough pocket-money for his 
tobacco. He is interested in developing the latter's 
skill as much as possible, for he offers his name to 
the guild for membership, when he claims to be 
elected a master. The distinction cannot be con- 
ferred, however, until the workman is twenty-five 
years old. As soon as it has been obtained he is 
free, and his former master furnishes him with all 
the utensils of his trade. 

^' In all Japanese families, death is the occasion of 
11 
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a fldfieB of domeetie solemnities, more or less BtiniptQ* 
OES, according to tiie rank of the deceased, but in 
eirery ease a hea^y expense to the nearest relati^ree. 
They mast first paj tlie cost of the religious cere- 
monies which are performed by the bonzes; then tlie 
last eacraments ; the watchee and prayers whicli are 
kept up without interruption in the house of death 
until the funeral ; the closing service before the pro- 
cseseion departs \ the funeral mass celebrated at the 
temple, and all the implements connected with the 
burn log and innrning of the body, such as coffin, 
drapery, wax-eandlcs, flowersj fiiel^ urn, torab> and 
refreshments furnished to the priests. Finally Uie 
eoolies who wash the body and carry the coffin have 
their iuvny and then the laborers attached to the 
cemetery. This is not the end, for a pious custom 
imposes upon all who can afford it the duty of giving 
alms to all who eoino as beggars* Last of alL when 
the procession returns, those who take part in it think 
themselves wanting in pro[>er respect to thedeceasedp , 
nil lees, before taking leave of the atflieted family, 
they sit down to a banquet prepared for them. 

" The head of the coqise is always shared and the 
body carefully washed in warm water in the batli- 
room. Wlien the attendants have finished tlieir 
work, they lift it np in order to introduce it into tho 
coffin, which is not always easy* The rich Japanase, 
who prefer inhumation, are put into large jars, made 
for the purpose by the native potters. It is said that 
a good deal of energ}* is necessary, and sometimes an 
application of bh»WB in order to force the body, and 
especially the shoulders, into these narrow rcceptaclei. 
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Tiie poorer people me, instead^ a single cask of pine- 
stavea^ with bam boa hoops. 




Sc«ftfc Iform "Til. T*^a Broth^n of th* Noum of SoiJl,*' 

(From on eucmv;!!^ In Hcn-^-kl.> 
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'^ The funerals of the poor are attended bj a Teiy 
gmall nomber of relatives and friends, who, in con- 
f osion and with hurried pace, endeavor to reach by 
sunset the gloomy valley where bodies are burned 
under the charge of some inferior priest from a 
neighboring monastery. The pariahs of Japanese 
society, who are outside the pale of religious aid, dis- 
dain all ceremony. They simply carry the dead 
bodies of their brethren to some deserted spot, where 
they collect wood and, lighting the fire with their 
own hands, reduce tlie remains to ashes. 

^^ In a word, the respect for the dead, or the sepul- 
chral worship, which is apparently one of the estim- 
able features of the Buddhist religion, only exists 
among the privileged classes, and in proportion as 
the bonzes draw a profit from it The mode of 
burial, the fonn of the coffins, and above all the 
practice of burning, introduced by the priest Toseo 
in the year 700, allow the monasteries to divide and 
subdivide the lots of ground belonging to them. A 
small inclosure suffices for a family, for a number of 
generations." 



CHAPTER XVL 

JAPANESE FESTIVALS AND THEATRES 

^^ T^HE religions festivals of the temples in Japan 
I render to the Government of the country a 
service which would be highly appreciated in Europe : 
they relieve it of the trouble of amusing its subjects. 
The latter, moreover, supply from their own means 
whatever they may find wanting. There are five 
grand annual festivals, the religious character of 
which does not in any wise detract from the gayety 
of the manifestations, for the old Ejtmi creed de- 
clares that a joyous heart is always pure. 

^^ The festival of the first day of the first month is 
naturally one of the most important. It is that of 
congratulations and presents, which at least consist in 
two or three fans which the visitor brings in a lac- 
quered box, bound with cords of silk. Nevertheless, 
whatever be the nature or the value of the present, 
it must always be accompanied by a paper cone con- 
taining a piece of dried fish of the commonest sort, 
as a souvenir of the frugality of the ancestors. The 
family which receives the visit furnishes refresh- 
ments, consisting of sak^, rice-cakes, and mandarin 
oranges. 

" The second, called the Festival of the Dolls, takes 
place on the third day of the third month. It is de- 
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voted to the female children. The mothers adoriT 
the chamber of state with blossoming peach- boughs, 
and arrange therein an exhibition of all tlie dolls 
which their daughters have received, Thej are 
pretty %ures, hand&omely co&tumedj and represent- 
ing the Mikado^ and other personages of the imperial 
court. A complete banquet is prepared for them 
by the hands of the children, when they are old 
enough, and the friends of the family help to con- 
snme it in tlie evening, 

*'The fifth day of the fiftli month is the Festival 
of the Banners, celebrated in honor of the boys. Let 
the reader imagine a great city like Tokio, planted 
with bamboo staffs siirmonntcd with phimes or balls 
of gilded paper, and supporting long paper pennons 
of every color floating in the wind ; others with 
fishes of woven straw or varnished paper ; but tlie 
greater part with lofty banners blazoned with eoata- 
of-arms, family namus^ patriotic sentences, or heroic 
figures. It is a char mi ng spectacle, especially when 
seen from a gallery overlooking one of the principal 
streets. 

"The Feast of Lanterns is the fourth, and occurs 
on the seventh day of the seventh month. The 
little girls go in crowds tlirongh the illnmtnated 
streets of the city, and sing with all their might while 
swinging with the right hatid a paper lantern as largo 
AS they can rnatrage. In some of the i^nthcrti cities, 
the people visit the sepulchral hills, and pass the 
night nriiong the tombii. 

*^ The fifth festival takes place on the ninth day 
of the nindi month, and is called the Feast of 
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ChrjBanthemnms. At all the family repasts during 
the day, the leaves of chrysanthemum flowers are 
scattered over the cups of tea and sak6. It is be- 
lieved that the libations prepared in this manner 
have the power of prolonging life. The citizen of* 
Tokio would consider that he was wanting in his 
duty as a good husband and father, if he should par- 
take sparingly of this specific. 

The other festivals, and the religious or symbolical 
processions, occur very frequently, and present the 
greatest diversity in their character. There is the 
festival of the Lion of Corea, of the Foxes, of the 
patron of the sacred dances, and many others. The 
procession of the White Elephant, formerly in vogue, 
had an enormous pasteboard representation of the 
animal, marching on the feet of men inclosed in 
each one of the four legs. He was preceded by 
Tartar music, wherein the sound of flutes and trum- 
pets was mixed with the noise of drums, cymbals, 
gongs, and tambourines. The men who took part in 
this festival wore beards, pointed hats, boots, a long 
robe bound by a girdle, and some of them carried 
waving banners covered with figures of dragons. 

"In order to shorten the time which intervenes 
between the festivals, the good people of Tokio have 
made for themselves a thousand other resources for 
amusement and recreation. There are both tempor- 
ary and permanent occasions; by night and by day ; 
on the highways, in the temples and their precincts, 
in special buildings, circuses, or theatres. The means 
of all classes are consulted ; even the Shihaia, which 
corresponds to our Grand Opera, is accessible to the 
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aommoQ people, yet it has never reeeiVed or solicited 
the least subsidy from the citj or oational govern- 
rnent 

"The character of the popular diversione varies 
according to the quarter of the city, ae in other great 
capital g. The aristocracy have their race- courses, 
their pugilistic exhibitions, and their classic drama, 
the citizens their genteel comedy, and the common 
people their jngglers and mountebanks^ while there 
are permanent fairg wherci all thei^ forms of amuse* 
ment may be enjoyed at any time. There are cir- 
cnees, where the riders perform tlie usual feats upon 
trained hories, but they are stationary, like the thea- 
tres.'^ 

M. Humbert caUed the fair- ground of Yamashita 
the Champs-illysees of Yedo. He thns describes it : 
^^ Porters spiinkle with water the macadamised 
avenues ; the double rows of ti-ees protect with their 
ehade the troopa of merry children, some running 
after a showman with a dancing monkey, others 
crowding around the sellers of jumping- jacks and 
artificial butterflies. On the broad sidewalka, sliaded 
with maple-trees, which run parallel with the princi- 
pal highway, little dealers^ squatted in rows, eaelt on 
his straw mat^ exalt their several wares. It id a pic^ 
turasque collection of aigtta with colored flgures and 
great Chinese characters. The mercliant who lells 
death to rata has an assortmeftt uf his victims around 
bim, their swollen corpses demungtrating the power- 
fa] effects of the drug to tlie 8{)ectator6* His neigh- 
bor exhibits the bead and paws of a bear to proi^e 
that it is genuine bear's gittaae wbidi be sella. Tlien 
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come the mysterious little books of a fortune-teller : 
a little homed imp answers the conjurer's questions 
by striking a plate with a hammer. 

^^ The nearer we approach the great square of Ya- 
mashita, the more the crowd increases. The side- 
walks are invaded by portable booths, made of bam- 
boo and matting. Here and there, nevertheless, some 
bolder adventurers succeed in keeping the public at a 
distance. Such, for instance, are the popular astrono- 
mer, and the dealer in the latest news. The first ex- 
hibits the best planetary system to a circle of auditors, 
and adds to the charm of his demonstration the mys- 
terious attraction of a long opera-glass, by means of 
which each one may satisfy himself in regard to the 
sun, moon, and stars. The second, an old fellow with 
a nasal voice, mechanically repeats the history of the 
last execution, and distributes leaf by leaf, to the 
passers who offer him money, the printed sheets 
which he carries over his left arm. Sometimes these 
productions of the Yedo press add to the city news a 
brief account, illustrated with wood-cuts, of recent 
events throughout the world. 

^* Although there are no politics as yet, even the 
national history not yet having been compiled from 
the collections of annals, these printed sheets never- 
theless contain the germ of publicity and political 
discussion. I made a collection of pamphlets which 
treated of the American war, of President Lincoln, 
of the fight between the Monitor and the Merrimac ; 
and such publications must in time give a kind of 
political education to the Japanese people. Who can 
say, in fact, that the change has not already com- 
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meDced I In the theatres of Yedo the new pieces 
frequently have a vein of political or religiouB satire 
more or less concealed ; even the costumes of the 
ancient Mikadoe are introdnced into btirle&que dances. 

*'The fair -ground of Yamagliita contains from 
.twenty to thirty exhibitions of jugglers, monnte- 
baiVke, reciters of legends, domestic comedies, or his- 
torie masquerades. There are also two circuses, and 
at the enti-ances of the public gardens, or along the 
four sides of the open space, a multitude of little res- 
taurants, booths for singing and dancing, and other 
similar diversions* The constructions are all of bam- 
boo, boards, matting, and prepared paper ; yet ther 
is such a luxury of signs, such a display of brilliant 
coIoi*8» so many banners and pictures, that the gen* 
eral effect is in the highest degree gay and attractive. 

" The theatre offers a favorable field for the en- 
couragement of native dramatic literature ; hut the 
authors, unfortunately, have not yet SQOceeded in 
emancipating themselves from the Chinese school 
and its convfjntional dramatic characters. 

" The Shibaia, nevertheless, is one of the most in- 
teresting curiosities. In China, the public witn€ 
the performance and criticises the actors ; in Japan,! 
the public takes part in the piece in concert with the 
actors, exelianges sentiments with them, and thus act 
atiO, aa in son^e of the popular Italian theatmn. TIk 
dramatic authors, who write for these theatres^ reside 
in Tokio, where the plays are first produced, then re* 
peated in the provinces afterward. The comedianil 
of the capital have their annual holiday season, dar- 
ing which they perform in other dtie& They am 
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composed exclnsively of men ; women appear only 
in grand ballets, never as actresses. 

^^ The announcement of the performance always 
takes place before snnset. A delegation of actors in 
ordinary costnme appears on platforms before the 
entrance ; there, fan in hand, they address the crowd, 
explain the subject of the play, and describe the 
merits of the principal performers. Then follow 
jokes, witticisms, merry remarks by the crowd, mim- 
icry, and a display of the great art of managing the 
fan. The lanterns are lighted, and the whole the- 
atre becomes gradually illuminated, while the specta- 
tors enter and take their seats. There is always a 
restaurant, decorated with equal brilliancy, attached 
to each theatre. 

" The interior is of an oblong form, with two tiers 
of boxes, the upper one containing the best seats. 
Here there are many ladies in full toilette, that is, 
muffled up to the eyes in crapes and silks ; in the 
lower tier there are only gentlemen. The parterre 
resembles a chess-board. It is divided into compart- 
ments, each containing from eight to twelve seats, 
most of which are rented by the year to families 
who always take their children with them, and some- 
times their visitors from the country. There are no 
passages, but all must find their places by walking 
along the tops of the divisions between the compart- 
ments. Tobacco and refreshments are served during 
the evening in the same manner. 

" The drop-curtain always bears a gigantic inscrip- 
tion in Chinese characters. While waiting for it to 
rise, the spectators frequently become impatient, and 
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somefeimes an altercation takeB place in tlie compart- 
ment a&sigDed to the coolies^ next to the stage. Then 
the actors take part in the debate, creeping forth 
under the cnrtaio, or thrusting their heads through 
holeB in it* When order ii re-established some of 
the coolies climb tipon the stage, and assist in rolling 
tip tlie curtain. 

'^ The performance tiBiiallj lasts nntil one o'clock 
in the morning. It consists of a comedy, a tragadj^ 
an opera with ballet, and two or three interludes of - 
jugglers and gymnasts. The appearance of infernal 
characters is always preceded by a flash of lightning. 
The celebrated actors are accompanied by two do- 
mestics^ who carry bamboo sticks with candles at the 
end^ by which they ilhiminatc the best poses, ges- 
turesy and expressions of face, so that the spectators 
shall lose nothing. The same thing occurs in the 
ballets. 

*^Xn the theatre of Gankiro, the dances are per* 
formed by yomig girls from seven to thirteen years 
of ^e. They also produce little operas, fairy ex- 
travaganzas, and ballets with the most fantaattc 
costumes, such as birds and butterflies. These per* 
fortnances are characterized both by ingenuity and 
elegance, and many of them would compare favorably 
with similar pieces on the European stage. 

^^The jugglers and mountebanks are also distin^ 
guished by Uie variety and originality of their feats. 
For instance, they perform a series of tricks bj 
means of an cnormouely long false nose* One will 
lie down u|xin his back, with a boy balanced on the 
end of the nose, the boy supporting an open umbrella 
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on the end of his own nose. Another will hold up 
his foot, upon the sole of which a boy plants his 
nose, and balances himself in the air. Some of these 
feats seem impossible without the aid of some con- 
cealed machinery. 

^' I was witness to some astonishing specimens of 
illusion. After a variety of tricks with tops, cups of 
water, and paper butterflies, the juggler exhibited to 
the spectator a large open fan which he held in his 
right hand, then threw into the air, caught by the 
handle in his left hand, squatted down, fanned him- 
self, and then turning his head in profile, gave a long 
sigh, during which the image of a galloping horse 
issued from his mouth. Still fanning himself, he 
shook from his right sleeve an army of little men, 
who presently, bowing and dancing, vanished from 
sight. Then he bowed, closed his fan and held it in 
his two hands, during which time his own head dis- 
appeared, then became visible, but of colossal size, 
and finally reappeared in its natural dimensions, but 
multiplied four or five times. They set a jar before 
him, and in a short time he issued from the neck, 
rose slowly into the air, and vanished in clouds along 
the ceiling. 

^^ At the fair of Asakusa, in addition to the per- 
formances of jugglers of all kinds, there are collec- 
tions of animals which have been taught to pei'form 
tricks — bears of Yezo, spaniels which are valuable in 
proportion to their ugliness, educated monkeys and 
goats. Birds and fish are also displayed in great 
quantities. But the most astonishing patience is 
manifested by an old Corean boatman, who has 
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trained a dozen tortoises, large and small, employing 
no other means to direct them than his songs and a 
small metal dram. . They march in line, execute 
varioos evolutions, and conclude by climbing upon 
a low table, the larger ones forming, of their own 
accord, a bridge for the smaller, to whom the feat 
would otherwise be impossible. When they have all 
mounted, they dispose themselves in three or four 
piles like so many plates." 



CHAPTER XVn. 

THB GYMNASTS AND WBESTLEBS 

THE Japanese have an equal passion for gymnastic 
sports and feats of strength, as for dramatic 
representations. For many centuries they have had a 
r^ular class of trained performers, who often attain 
a remarkable degree of skill. One of the first enter- 
tainments they offered to Commodore Perry, after the 
treaty of Yokohama, was a wrestling match between 
some of their famous champions of the ring ; and they 
still delight in having foreigners witness displays of 
strength and agility which, they imagine, are not 
equalled anywhere else in the world. 

M. Humbert gives the following description of the 
performances of this class, both in the streets and 
booths. ^^ In the public squares, the shouts and the 
sound of tambourines of two troops of gymnastic 
mountebanks, installed at opposite corners, are heard 
above the voices, songs, and clatter of implements of 
labor in the surrounding workshops. One of these 
troops performs in the open air, its heroes being the 
swallower of swords and the prodigious jumper. 
The latter leaps with impunity through two hoops 
crossed at right angles, fixed on the top of a pole, 
which also supports a jar carefully balanced on the 
intersecting hoops. But his most remarkable feat 
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eoneietfi in leaping, or rather flying, from end to end 
tlirougb a cj-linder of bamboo lattice- works, six feet 
long, and placed on trestles. When he wishes to ex- 
cite the amazement of the spectators to the highest 
pitch, the performer lights four candles and places 
them in a line, at negnlar ititervals, in ttie interior of 
the cylinder ; after which he passes through like a 
flash, without extinguisliing or deranging them. 

'^ liis gentle Bpousei seated on a box beside the 
cylinder, aceompauies the different stages of the per- 
formance with airs on her guitar. To the sbrill 
sounds of the instrument she adds^ f i*om time to time, 
the tones of a voice which is either hoarse and hol- 
low, or piercingly elevated, according as she judges it 
better to encourage stemlyj or to celebrate triumph- 
antly, the prowess of the astouiahing man whose for- 
tunes she is permitted to share. 

^' The other troop is that of the gymnasts of Kioto* 
They perform in a vast abed, Ulled with euch appa- 
ratueas masts, bar% and parallels, differing little from 
those of our gymnasia* The ever- useful bamboo fur- 
nishes all the necessai^ materials. The troop is tnv- 
merous, certain of their feats, trained to all enter- 
prises of daring, and all the finer graces of their 
profession. They have no regular clown ; each one 
is his own buffoon, and knows how to pass in an iii- 
stantt with the most perfect ease, from the comical to 
the sublime, or the reverse. The most original part 
of the representation, to the European eyes, is the 
fiimplicity of the gymnastic costume. They have no 
iilea of the irlcot^ or fle^li-cnlored *' tiglits/' and their 
wardrobe consists only of two pocket-haiidkcrchiefii 
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tied around the loins. Their head-dress is a bur- 
lesque imitation of the bonnets of the dairoios. They 
do not lay it aside, either when they perform on the 
bars and masts, or even when they perform the diffi- 
cult feat of picking up by two toes a straw bee-hive 
lying on the ground, and placing it upon the head 
with the foot alone, while standing motionless with 
folded arms. 

" The city people seemed to me to be only moder- 
ately interested in these gymnastic representations. 
They are not sufficiently dramatic for their taste. 
They prefer the emotions excited by the spectacle of 
man struggling with man, or with the laws of the 
material world. They insist that even their theatri- 
cal performances should overcome stubborn obsta- 
cles, and encounter serious dangers, for their pleas- 
ure. Above all, they require that new aliment shall 
constantly be furnished, to gratify their appetite for 
what is fantastic and marvellous. It is not enough 
that the rope-dancers perform the most remarkable 
feats of equilibrium with grace and agility : the rope 
must be stretched at a great elevation, and the dancer 
must undergo the most sudden and violent jerks, 
while balancing himself on one foot, in such a man- 
ner that his fall appears inevitable to the spectators. 

" Neither is it enough for the people that the jug- 
glers are as skilful with the left hand as with the 
right ; they must train their toes to an equal dexter- 
ity. Even the wrestling-match, which, with the 
Greeks, and even now with the Swiss monntaineeis, 
was thS simplest, noblest, and most popular of all 
gymnastic exercises, becomes in Japan a feature of 
12 
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the cirenS) a fantastic and phenomenal struggle, exe- 
cuted only by profe&sional athletes, 

" It is true, however, that wrestling, under thia nn- 
Dstial form, was among tlie most ancieut diversions 
of ^e Japanese. Bat we must add^ iu explaDatioo, 
that the Dad on at passion for gambling coostituteB an 
importaiit part of their interest in the performance. 
Whea they did act possess the institution of horse- 
racing^ — at least, in the European form^they aa^as- 
tomed themselves to bet on the results of wrestliQ^l 
matches between rival companies of athletes* 

'* The tribe, or guilds of wrestlers^ professes to date 
its charter from the seventh month of tlie third y€ 
of the reign of Jimmu, the first Mikado, b.c« 660. 
As it is placed under the imperial protection, the cor- 
poration arranges its annual exhibitions witli the oo* 
operation of the Government, sending detach tnenta to 
all the principal cities of Japan* They do not poeeeea 
a permanent circus anywhere : the booths or show- 
tents are constructed by the cities which invite them^ 
or, sometimes, the Bnddhist monasteries. They ar 
often of very large dimensions, but of the plainest! 
ebaracter. 

^' The arrangement of these wrestling cirques is al- 
ways the same. They rarely have more than one tier 
of galleries, which communicate with the parquet by 
means of bamboo ladders. With the exception of ej 
itnall number of l)oxes reserved for the civil aathor*! 
itiesy there are only two classes, the occupants of the 
galleries paying the higher ft*e* The soeci 
crowd into the circus long before the lion 
eentatiou. The chancea of the match 1 
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ject of eager betting, those spectators who attend for 
the purpose of gambling in this manner, hasten to 
get possession of the best places for watching the 
performance, usually the lowest seat of the amphi- 
theatre, including the arena where the wrestling takes 
place. None of the athletes appear in the circus until 
after the spectators are all in their places. They wait 
in the dressing-room, where they leave the garments, 
gird their loins with a silk scarf with long fringes, 
and adorn themselves with a sort of apron of velvet, 
embroidered with their coat-of-arros, and the tokens 
of their former victories. Different societies of 
wrestlers take part in each performance. The cham- 
pion of each society is its chief, or leader, and he 
possesses, like the champions of English pugilism, a 
belt, which is usually presented to him by the lord of 
his native province. He wears this belt at the begin- 
ning and the end of each performance. 

" The preparations for the match are interminably 
prolonged. Notwithstanding the assistance of their 
comrades, the famous wrestlers never find that their 
belts are drawn tight enough, that their head-dress 
is firmly enough fitted upon the nape of the neck, 
or that their aprons are properly displayed. Then 
they must carefully examine the articulations of their 
arms and legs, make the joints crack one after the 
other, and stretch all their limbs by means of pads of 
straw suspended from the ceiling. Finally, the sound 
of a drum is heard from the top of the tower, or 
ttrflw^ Mm» YuLok wooden cage, which is built over the 
' circus. The impatience of the 
f the reception, for all ex- 
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pect a scene of the most sarprieing cb&racter. The 
illustrated placards have excited the imagioatioQ of 
the public to tlie highest pitch. It m not ordinary 
mortals whom the epectators will now behold, but 
giants, colossi, fabulous heroes, who Borpase all hu- 
man proportionB I 

^^ Meanwhile aa obseqnions persoQage, dtminutiire 
ill stature, but dressed in the most exquisite taste, 
and saluting all around him with the most perfect 
politeness — the manager, in short — ^takes his stand in 
the centre of the arenSj where he announces^ in a 
clear and musical voice, the programme of the pe^^ 
formaoces, the names and fanions titles of the two 
ri^al companies who are about to enter the lists, as 
well as the character of the bets which have already 
been made on the approaching struggle. The drum 
aoundd a second time, and this is the signal of the 
grand entrSe. The wrestlers advance in single fil% 
marching witli pendent arm and heads erected, their 
figures towering over the spectators squatted on the 
benches of the pit. A low murmur of admiration 
follows their triumphal march. In fact, it would be 
difficutt, in an J' other part of the world, to arrango 
a procession comparable to that of these athletes. 
From father to son thej follow an exact hygienic 
system^ perfected from age to age, and the tinal re* < 
suit equals that %7hich, in England^ has onlyheeoj 
achieved in the breeding of cattle. 

** After this parade the wrestlers divide them- 
selves into two bodies, remove their aprons, and 
squat upon the ground, on opposite sides of the arena, 
which is a circular spaco, raised a foot or two abov< 
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the floor of the amphitheatre. It is auded, nir- 
rounded by a doable embankment of straw neka, and 
covered by an elegant roof resting on four wooden 
pillars. All the rest of the eircos is open to the skj. 
From the top of the gallery the q>ectator may dis- 
tinguish the roob of the great city, the parks sur- 
rounding the casde, and the distant snowy cooe of 
Fuji-Yama. 

^^ To one of the foor pillars is suspended a sprink- 
ling-brush ; to another a paper bag containing salt ; 
to a third a sabre of honor ; while at the foot of the 
fourth, on the outer side of the arena, there is a 
bucket of water. 

*^ There are four judges of the combat, each of 
whom posts himself beside a pillar ; the manager re- 
mains in the arena. Presided with a fan instead of 
a baton of command, he invites a representative of 
each of the rival companies to enter the ring, and an- 
nounces, to the applause of the spectators, the titles of 
the two illustrious champions Nevertheless, the 
struggle is not yet to commence. The art of creating 
embarrassments is one of the principal talents of the 
Japanese athlete. .The pair of heroes begin by hav- 
ing themselves measured ; which is merely a prelim- 
inary comparison. Then each one retires to his side, 
stretches himself, stamps upon the earth, drinks a 
mouthful of water, takes a pinch of salt, and finally 
prostrates himself in order to avert an evil fate. 
After all this they meet, as if by accident, and place 
themselves in position — that is, they s^juat down, face 
to face with each other, and stare fixedly in each 
other's eyes. When they have had enough of this. 
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thej Btraighteii themselves up witli a great deal of 
gnivitj, refresh tbemaelvea again with water or salt, 
flatisfy themselves that they are girded sufficiently, 
and begin to slap their thighs or knees in measure, 
lifting the right and left foot alternately at the aame 
time. 

*' Finally they resume their first positioBj and, this 
tirae^ pass to the second, always with the same gaze, 
the same apparent rigidity ; but we notice that the 
body is raised gradually, the artus slowly extend them- 
selves, and the crooked fingers are straightened to en- 
counter the adversary. All at once the attack com- 
menceB on both sides. Each repels the other's hands, 
without allowing his own to bo soiled, or without 
overcoming tlio resistance. The jury thereupon cer- 
tifies that the two wrestlers are of equal strength and 
they rest awhile. 

" Such was the result, and such is the faithful da- 
flcription, of the first wrestling-match which I wit- 
neseed. Nevertheless, it was not therefore without 
interest. The trial consists^, in fact, in pushing or 
hurling the adversary outside of the circle of straw- 
sacks. If he passes this boundary by a single step, 
he has lost : his fortunate ri?al is regarded as tha 
master of the arena. Oftentimes one is vanquished 
so rapidly that the spectators do not perceive it. 

'* The Japanese wrestlers endeavor to win the^ 
match, less by their muscular strength and tlteir 
agility than by their weight — that is, by the violent 
shock or the constant pressure of one great mass of 
flesh against another. I have never seen one of them 
thrown to the ground* Lively, animated struggk 
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dramatic incidents, or picturesque situations, are very 
rarely to be seen. It also seldom happens that one of 
the two equally enormous combatants loses his foot- 
ing, or is lifted from the earth by his antagonist. 
Besides, if there is the least indication of danger to 
either, or that the struggle is assuming a serious, pas- 
sionate character, the little manager, with a thousand 
pathetic grimaces, hastens to interfere. The most he 
allows is that an athlete specially favored by fortune 
may seize his rival by the leg, and force him to hop 
backward. It needs nothing more than this to ex- 
cite the spectators to an enthusiasm impossible to 
describe. The conqueror is always handsomely remu- 
nerated by the society which owes to him the winning 
of its wages. The members throw pawns to him, 
such as girdles or handkerchiefs, which he afterward 
ciirries to the residences of the owners, who reclaim 
them for a stipulated sum. 

" The wrestlers who acquire a certain celebrity are 
received in the houses of the better class of citizens, 
and even of the nobility. The Government formerly 
allowed them to wear a sabre, on condition of paying 
a tax for the privilege. Children call them by their 
names in the streets, and when they deign to appear 
in any place consecrated to the popular recreation, 
they are sure to receive, from both sexes, a reception 
as enthusiastic as is accorded to any famous bull- 
fighter in Spain." 



CHAPTER XTILL 



SCENES ABOUND TOKlO 



NOTHING would better serve to give a correct 
idea of the immense eircomference'of Tokio, 
than to follow the outer zone of the suburbs on the 
floutheru, westeru, and uorthera sides of the castle ; 
for it extends from the village of Shiiiagawa, opposita 
the harbor forts^ to the country traversed bj the gi^at 
northern highwajj and the fertile plains to the east- 
wai*d watered by two of the rivers which intersect tlie 
city. All this zone, however, presents the uniform 
appearance of rural districts attached to the capital. 
From one end to the other^ the curiosities which the 
stranger discovers are of the same cliaractor — rufltic 
temples built against the sepulcliral hills^ statues of 
granite, or commemorative tabletB^ erected over the 
temb of some celebrated personage, or meant to per- 
petuate the remembrance of an event in history ; 
here tea-houaes, great orehards, estdblishments of 
horticulture ; there sacred traes^ resting places com* 
manding beautiful views, and sometimes an isolated 
hill, cut into the shape of Fuji-Yama. 

This outside zone is like a park or conttnnous gar* 
den, dotted with rural habitatfona, or rather, like ft 
garland of verdure and flowers, which unltei luid 
binds together the southern quarters of the city with 



80BNE8 AROUND TOKIO 176 

those of the west, the regions of the artisans scattered 
around the extremities of the main streets, the vil- 
lages planted along the boundaries of the rice-fields, 
and finally, the dwellings along the banks of the 
Sumida Kiver. 

During the season of blossoming orchards, the citi- 
zen, the painter, and the student become rural and 
idyllic in their tastes, leave the labors and pleasures of 
the great capital, and hide themselves for a day — or 
for several days, if possible — among the groves and 
under the rustic roofs of the tea-houses here. The 
latter are innumerable, and are mostly charming re- 
treats, whose chief ornaments are the natural beauties 
around them. They are hardly to be distinguished 
from the neighboring country habitations, for their 
great thatched roofs descend on all sides nearly to the 
ground. Domestic fowls of various kinds sun them- 
selves on the mossy thatch, which rises in stages to 
the peak of the roof, where tufts of iris grow and 
blossom. In place of verandas, arbors of grape-vines 
or other climbing plants shade the tea-drinkers, indo- 
lently lounging on their benches. A limpid stream 
of water flows near at hand, beside the path which 
descends to the plain through gardens, orchards, and 
fields of poppies or beans. 

The citizen does not disdain to accost the peasant 
at his labor, and to exchange with him many wise 
observations on the methods of irrigation, the quality 
of the productions raised in this or that neighbor- 
hood, or the state of the city markets. Often the 
Japanese cockney becomes quite enthusiastic, declar- 
ing that there is no such life in the world as that of 
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an inhabitant of the country. The latter sometimeB 
Bbakes his headj or replies by some joke in his own 
fashion, One day M, Humbert saw a peasant, lean- 
ing on his Bpade, with both feet in a swamp, listen 
smilingly to the sentimental citizen^ then silently 
etoop down, pull two leeches from his lege and ofFer 
them to the former. 

There are afifiociations of citizena in Tokio, who 
three times a yaar^ — in February, June, and October 
— undertake a veritable ruial pilgrimage to the vil* 
lages several miles distant^ m order to delight their 
eyea with the changes of the seasons and the varying 
aspects of nature. 

In winter, wlien the snow falls, they make it a 
duty as well as a pleasure to go with tlieir families 
and witness the strange transformations in the ap* 
pearance of the great statues or temples ; but, above " 
all, they visit certain advantageously situated tea* 
houses of thesuburbSf whence they enjoy views of the 
shores and the island landscapes, in tlieir wintry garb. 
In the sammer there are particnlar liilb wl*ere the 
katydids abound, and every affectionate father goes 
there with his children, provided with little osier 
cages, in whicli they carry home some of the shrill- 
voiced minstrels. 

The poets who celebrate spring and summer, and 
the artists in search of new inspirations, love to ahan< 
don themselves, fiom moniing until nighty to atndy 
and idle reverie among the cherry and pear treea, or | 
the clumps of bamboo, orange, pine, and cypress trees ] 
aronnd certain temples, which have been the claaai 
hatitite of the old muses of Nippon. At night tbejr 
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meet together in some favorite hostel, where the 
pleasures of the table are seasoned with conversa- 
tions on art and literature, with music and song, the 
examination of drawings, or the reading of poems 
produced during the day. Sometimes a skilful artist 
will throw off, during the conversation, a rapid por- 
trait or caricature of some member of the company, 
which is sure to be received with great applause. 

The Japanese caricatures, especially those of Ho- 
kusai, are generally very good-natured. Many of 
them represent scenes of ordinary life ; a grave phy- 
sician studying the tongue of his patient, or examin- 
ing a diseased eye through enormous glasses ; quacks 
performing the operation of the moxa; comical 
scenes of hunting and fishing ; examples of female 
jealousy, and all sorts of household quarrels. There 
are also complete series of all the inconveniences of 
life in the higher circles ; illustrations of prodigal 
and avaricious families ; all the different grimaces 
which the human face is capable of making, and fin- 
ally, caricatures of artists, one of whom, Kobo, is 
represented as painting with six pencils at the same 
time — two in each hand, and one in each foot. 

When the Russian frigate Diana was wrecked by 
an earthquake in the harbor of Shimoda, some Japan- 
ese artist immediately produced a comical representa- 
tion of the event. The guns, spars, and crew were 
drawn, flying in all directions ; the commander, with 
his drawn sword, hung, head downward, in the top- 
mast rigging, and over him was written : " A new 
way of keeping the perpendicular 1 " 

The Japanese artists also make use of animals in 
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many of their satirical works. TUey will repreeent 
the euperiar of a monastery with a wolf g head, a 
group of nuim as weasele, or even the Tycoon him- 
self a8 a moakey. One aketcli of a hare proitratlng 
himself in fear at the feet of a wild boar, gives the 
former the eo&tiitue of the inferior nobility^ and the 
latter that of a high f Lmcliouary of the coart, his 
bead proudly bearing the peculiar mitre-ehaped cap 
of Kioto. 

The Dative love of what is fautastic ehows itself 
even in their religions u ten si 1b, The gongm^ unie for 
perfumes, candelabra, and altars are frequently sliaped 
like hideoua monaters, with wings and open jawe. 
Their fondnesa for tlie suburban tea-houses does not 
simply indicate a love for the beaiUifuL Many of 
these houses are so situated tluit they command views 
of the moniitain of Fuji-Yama, and the outline of 
that extraordinary peak^ as it ap|M3ars at sunrise and 
sunset, in a clear sky or with a background of storm, 
wonld satisfy the most exacting imagination. But 
other tea-houses add to the charms of landscape tlie 
mysterious attraction of foaming cascade^ minem] 
springs, or basins of liot water, as in some of the 
watering-places of Switzerland. The people do not 
resort to such places specially for the benefit of the 
waters ; but they delight in taking their fauiiliea and 
spending several days in those elegant cottages of 
cedar-wood, built beside the streams and in the mag- 
nificent graves. 

Other places of pleasure are connected with somo 
popular superstition* There tlie visitors may pasJi 
from the temple or shrine to the tea-hottsej with the 
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satis&ction which follows the performance of a pious 
daty. At the beginniDg of the eleventh month, 
thousands of pilgrims of both sexes, mostly small 
tradesmen or farmers from the suburbs and the sur- 
rounding country, crowd the taverns and monasteries 
of Yushima-Tenjin. They may be seen marching in 
long files on the narrow paths between the rice-fields, 
hastening to buy bamboo rakes in that lonely temple, 
which is almost lost among the marshes to the north 
of the city. These rakes, which are of sucb good 
omen for the approaching harvest, are nothing else 
than holy toys, which serve as talismans in the dwell- 
ings of the faithful. They are supplied to the mul- 
titudes in every style, and adapted to the means of 
all ; some are of colossal size, bearing a banner of 
silk or wood, on which is painted the Junk of Plenty ; 
others, of moderate dimensions, bear the monogram 
of the God of Wealth ; while the smallest have only 
the head of the God of Rice, or some sort of mytho- 
logical emblem, in pasteboard or papier-mach^. 

The peculiarity of costume, at that season, adds to 
the comical effect of the procession. The men wear 
blue cotton pantaloons and a wadded coat with wide 
sleeves; most of them are bare-headed, but have 
their noses protected by a crape handkerchief, tied at 
the back of the neck, while some wear a crape cap or 
a wadded hood which covers the whole face except 
the eyes. The women wear the same hood, and 
thrust their hands into the opposite sleeves to keep 
them warm. The same temple sells amulets to set 
along the borders of the fields, consisting of square 
pieces of paper fastened to sticks, and the bare- 
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headed peasants carry them home conTeniently, 
thrust into their chignon s^ like sa many ornamente 
for the head. 

Further to the Borth, the culture of those trees 
which are iigeful in the arts is as ituportant a branch 
of industry as that of rice or vegetables. We find 
there large plantations of the Rhiw vemm {from 
which the famous varnish is made) and of the Brous* 
sonetm papyrifera^ which is used in the manufactnre 
of paper, Tlie former produces, for tiiiiteen yeai"«, 
Tarnish of the value of from twelve to twenty dollars 
annually. Incisions are made in the bark in Jnne 
and reopened in September, for a second crop of 
gum ; but the latter produces an inferior quality of 
varnish. As the gum in its crude state possesses 
potsonouB qualities, the peasants who collect it anoint 
their bands and faces witli oiL 

The gardens of Oji, on the northern side of tlie 
city, ai-e also a very popular place of resort. They 
are situated at the entrance to a mountain gorge, 
whence a small river issues in cascades, and then goes 
winding away through a beautiful valley. The bal- 
conies and galleries of tlie tea-houses overhang the 
waters ; the rooms^ the seats, the matting, and screens 
are kept in a condition of dazzling neatness, and the 
service is noted for its ainiplicity and elegance. 
There are interesting lustorieal souvenirs connected 
with many places in the neighborhood. A hunting- 
castle of the Tycoons formerly occupied the summit 
of one uf tlie hills^ whence there is a very extended 
view of the country. A little further, in a nurrow 
valley, there is a temple founded by the great lycyas, 
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and now dedicated to him, and a marvellous fountain 
which leaps from a high wall of rock. The deity of 
the spot is represented by a stone idol, before which 
the guests of Oji repeat their prayers, when, heated 
by too much sak^, they cool themselves by means of 
this natural douche. In the village below, a number 
of booths or open counters ofPer to the visitors and 
their children all sorts of curiosities, made in the 
place ; for the pleasure of such an excursion would 
not be complete to the citizen families, unless they 
carried home some sort of toy or trinket as a souvenir. 

The gardens of Oji are all the more popular be- 
cause, since the earliest times, they have been under 
the protection of Inari, the tutelar deity of the rice- 
fields, and also of the sacred animal which has been 
given to him as an attribute — Master KitsUme the 
fox, who has deigned to honor this region with his 
particular favor. 

He is worshipped on the hill called Oji-Inari. On 
the seventeenth day of the first month, an innumer- 
able and motley crowd of people from the city and 
country flocks to his temple, to suspend their votive 
offerings there, and deposit in the grated box their 
tribute for the new year. Then, dispersing them- 
selves among the thickets on the hill, they contem- 
plate, at a distance, the great tree in the marsh below, 
around which, the night before, the annual meeting 
of the foxes is supposed to have taken place. They 
eagerly question the persons who pretend to have 
seen the congregation, each fox attended by one of 
those will-o'-the-wisps which the spirits of the rice- 
fields furnish as lanterns for the occasion. Accord- 
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iQg to the reports of the witneeeee concerning the 
character of the feativalj the number of foxes pres- 
ent, the gayetj or gravitj of their proceedings, the 
peasatita draw their conjectures for the coining jear^ 
and estimate the abundance and the quality of their 
prospective harvests. Ae a proper eonclnsion^ they 
seat thc3m8elves aroiiTKl the brasiers in the gnest- 
rooms of the tea*hoii*ee, and discuss, in a low voice^ 
the mysterious infliietic^ of Master Kitsune in the af- 
fairs of the world- 

^^ I have had the misfortttue to lose a chOd,'^ says 
one of the company- " The physician could not even 
tell in what part of the body its disease was situated. 
Bat while the poor tnother was grieving, the lamp 
beside the corpse threw her shadow on the opposite 
wall. Everybody in the chamber noticed that the 
shadow which fell upon the screen was the exact re- 
semblance of a fox," 

"And then, the travellers ! " says another^ " when 
they see a road prolonged interminably before them^i 
the distance of which, nevertheless, they know ver 
well, is it not because they have forgotten to reckon 
with the fox's brnsh i How many times, too, 
wander around between the rice*fields, following thi 
treaclieroua will-o'-the-wisps, which Master Kitaiix 
has sent to mislead tliem t ^ 

" And the hunters ! '^ exclaims a third, *'* what 
tricks has he not played upon them 1 If it somatin 
happens that a skilful marksman dai^s to take re^' 
veiige, he has only the mortilication of seeing the fox 
scamper away, having caught in his mouth the arrow 
which was meant to transfix him,'* 
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The annals of Japan declare that Kitsun^ has the 
power of changing himself into many forms. When 
the Mikado who reigned in 1150 found himself under 
the painful necessity of dismissing his favorite lady, 
in order to save the treasury of the empire from 
bankruptcy, she vanished from his palace in the form 
of a white fox, with six tails, shaped like fans. The 
people also tell extraordinary stories of the abduction 
of young girls, some of whom never reappear, while 
others prohibit their parents from questioning them 
by uttering the single word : Kitsiin^ ! 

When the fox chooses to assume the form of an 
old priest, he is then most dangerous. There is only 
one method of detecting him. Master Kitsune, 
whatever may be his disguise, never loses his power 
of scent, and its effect upon him remains the same. 
If anyone places a rat, freshly roasted, in the way 
of the false priest, the latter, regardless of the conse- 
quences, will drop his metamorphosis in order to 
pounce upon it. 

The priests and eremites of the mountains, there- 
fore, know how to take the fox by his weak side, and 
they generally succeed in keeping him at a distance. 
But they must be continually on their guard to avoid 
being surprised by him. If the fox happens to dis- 
cover their barrel of sak^, woe unto those who drink 
the mixture which he leaves for them! Some of 
the most respectable holy men have thus become 
the laughing - stock of the people ; a few cups have 
completely turned their heads. Throwing off their 
garments, uttering loud yells, gesticulating like mad- 
men, they at once begin to dance in the wildest r 
18 
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ner. Two neighboring foxes then appeitr and join in 
the dance, one of them keeping time bj blowing into 
the Bacred conch-shelly while the other flouriBhes the^ 
sacred sprinkler of the poor possee&ed priests, Tlie 
countrymen also believe tliat when they happen to 
fall asleep on the banks of the rice-field8, they often 
fall into the snares of Kitsund, who deprives them of 
the use of their limbs or afflicts them bodily in other 
ways. 

The Japanese Itterature, of course, aboondfi with 
fabulous Btoriea of foxes. The hero, Kitsnnti, is not 
only a sacred personage, he is sometimes wholly 
grotesqne, and sometimes diabolicaL The common 
people have moi^e than one game of fox, one of 
which is somewhfit like our old puzzle of fox, gooee, 
and corn. 

The family picnics of the people, daring the sum- 
mer, are very agreeable. Generally two or three 
families unite to pass an evening in the country, 
eitlier on one of the shady hills overlooking the bay, 
or among the orchards of the northern suburbs, 
whence they have a full view of Fuji-Yama, The 
porters go in advance to the place designated, and 
there indose an appropriate space by means of 
acreens of cotton cloth, stretched on polos. The 
ground, in the interior, ib covered witli matting, and 
near at band are temporary Breplaces, with uteniila 
for boiling water and frying flsh. When the com* 
pany arrives, the ladies at once superintend the nn* 
packing of the provisions and the feast commences^ 
Song&i games, aud instrumental music enliven the 
oeeaaion; sometimes professional singers are hired, 
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or even a pair of wanderiDg dancers, who are also 
able to relate stories in pantomime. One of their 
most graceful performances is called the fan - dance 
—a kind of pantomime, which is interpreted by a 
young girl dressed as a page. 

There are also national dances, in which the mem- 
bers of families sometimes indulge. Ordinarily, the 
ladies dance alone, in a kind of quadrille, performing 
a variety of graceful movements without leaving 
their places. The men never dance, unless in a cir- 
cle of intimate friends, for the purpose of displaying 
some extraordinary grace or agility, or when they 
join in the rounds introduced at the close of ban- 
quets. In the latter case, the father takes his young- 
est son on his shoulders, and two other children by 
the hands; the adults follow, each independent of 
the others; the aged keep time, leaning on their 
sticks, while the nimblest leap and whirl according 
to their fancy, all circling around the table from 
which they have arisen. Some of the catches and 
refrains which they sing at such times are very an- 
cient. There is one written by a poet who died in 
the year 731, and who thus celebrates the sweet wine 
of Osaka : 

'*TeU me who was the sage who declared that wine is aholj 

thing. 
How tmlj he spake t Is there aught more preotons In the 

world ? 
If I were not j^ man, I would fain be a twnfL** 

One of the moflt intereeting eemet***^''Ti in the en- 
virons of Tokio is apeciidij con seer* "^cn who 
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faa^e distingnished themselyea in the arts and sci* 
ences* One also freqnentljr sees, in the open coun* 
try, or at the entrance to villagee, monuments which 
commemorate some historic event, besides the chapela 
dedicated to heroea of the time of Ijeyaa. finddhism 
hm impressed its etamp upon every apot which caa 
in any manner attract the attention of the people. 

''It has been said/' M. Humbert writes, ''that the 
religion of the Japanese bonzea has been a benefit 
to the people ; that it has protected ita followers 
from oppression and mitigated the sufferings of civil 
wars. Certainly it has favored the agricultural d&*' 
velopment of the country, taken the trees and forests 
under its protection, and increased the natnral beati^j 
ties of Nippon. Bat, whatever may be said m it 
praiee, the day will come when it can only have m 
retrospective value. When the age of feudal bar- 
barism is over, the nioiiastie system can have no fur- 
ther reason for existing, and the earth will belong tcft^ 
Labor. 

^^ In the present condition of the tnonaateriea the 
iinpreBsion wliich they make is a singular mixture of 
admiration and melancholy. When I recall thoeai 
splendid pictures of sunset illuminating the orchards' 
in blossom, the clumps of bamboos^ a distant port of 
the bay, or the eternal anow of the great mountain, I 
cannot help associating with them the monotonoaa 
souod of the drums in the monasteries, and the paiti* 
ful indigence of the poor villagers. The works of 
man under the beautiful sky of Nippon form ft 
ihoekiug contrast to the works of God* 

** The political iostitiitioni of tiia Empire conf 
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the caltivators of the soil to their miserable hats, al- 
low neither the mechanic nor even the rich merchant 
to live outside of cities, and inclose the members of 
the privileged castle within the long walls of their 
fortresses. But the religions institutions in both 
town and country have erected on all sides the walls 
around their monasteries and sepulchral hills. The 
interminable buildings which make the capital 
gloomy are the frozen signs of a superannuated or- 
ganization, which is condemned to die. Our cannons 
have not breached its walls. They are crumbling 
from within, where the breath of the spirit of the 
age has already penetrated." 




CHAPTER XIX. 



POPULAH SUPEESTinONB 
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\ A/HEN the head of a household prepares his 
VV rooms for th€ cerenioiiia] banquet wliidi 
follows the New Year's feBtivities, he ib carefol to 
reserve, between the last screen and the wall of the 
farthest room^ a retreat, which he transforms with 
his own hands into a Banctuary* 

** The altar is composed of a eligbt scaffolding of 
cedar wood, generallj two stories high, and covered 
with red ta}>estr}% The upper terrace supports two 
idols of hard wood^ flanked by two lampa of tnet&l ; 
and on the lower stage there are three small lacquered 
tables laden with the first-fruits of the year, to wit : 
two rice cakes, two lobsters or fishes wrapped in ail* 
ver papers, and two cups of saki. On the wall be- 
hind the altar are snspended sacred pictures painted 
on linen, and on the floor in front of it there are 
two tall bronze candelahra^ in which wax candles are 
burning. 

*^ Between these candelabra the master of the hooae 
kneels^ alone, or accompanied hy his faithful spouse, 
to invoke the tutelar deities of the mansion. Noth- 
ing will induce them to forego this duty, even though 
they should be forced, at the most joyoiis period of 
the banquet, to forsake their guests^ aad only see Ihe 
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wild jollity of the closing dances as so many shadows 
passing over the semi-transparent screen which con- 
ceals their devotions. 

^' I am convinced that the gods to whom the private 
worship of the Japanese is addressed at certain family 
festivals, especially those of marriage and the New 
Tear, have nothing in common with the Lares and 
Penates of the Romans, who are called in Japan 
the Kamis of the house. The character of the 
former is difficult to comprehend ; they are generally 
called gods of happiness. They seem to be personi- 
fications of human ideas of beatitude, such as the 
popular imagination delights to represent to itself. 
That is, at the side of their official worship and 
cloudy theology, the people have created a purely 
human and symbolical mythology for their own use, 
somewhat like that of the Greeks, except that it con- 
fines itself to types of earthly felicity, and makes no 
pretensions to an ideal of beauty. 

''There are seven gods of happiness, and their 
business is to furnish to men the following beati- 
tudes: longevity, wealth, daily food, contentment, 
talents, glory, and love. But it rarely happens that 
a family is placed under their collective patronage. 
Generally the common man is satisfied to invoke the 
god of daily food and the god of wealth. The com- 
mercial class adds to these the gods of contentment 
and longevity. These four, onited, aro cdled the 
gods of fortune and prosperity. 

"The patron of longevity ia naturally the most 
venerable of the seven. Having observed and medi- 
tated so much, hU bald forehead is of enarmon 
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height, and hie great white beard covers his breast 
As he walks with slow a tape, lost in bis reveries, he 
drags his staff with one hand, while with the finger 
of the other he twists the long hair of his eyebrowa. 
HiB principal symbols are the tortoise and the crane^ 
and sometimes a stag white with age. His portmit 
ia never wanting at raarriage celebrations. 

" The god of daily food is also the patron saint of 
fisherraen. £bieii, the disgraced brother of the San, 
was reduced to the condition of a fisher and seller of 
fish ; for thig food might almost be called the bread 
of the Japanese, Tlius he is always a popular divin- 
ity, always ready and cheerful, Daikoko, the god of 
wealth, has not been treated very reverently by the 
native artists* They represent him as an ugly little 
fellow, with a flat cap on his head, and heavy boots j 
on his feet, standing on two sacks of rice^ tied with 
strings of pearle. His symbol — ironically, it aeems — 
is the rat, the inveterate destroyer of rice and other 
property* 

** Hotdij the god of contentment, has nothing but 
a rag of Backeloth, a wallet, and a fan. When hi 6 < 
wallet is empty, be laughs and gives it to the chil- 
dren as a plaything. He is somewhat of a vagabond^ 
and the country people sometimes meet him monnted 
on a buffalo. They all know and like him ; they show 
hitn the shady places on the hillSf and the children 
go to look at him while he sleeps. If he awakes, he 
is always in a good-humor, gathers them aroond him, 
and tells them beautiful stories of the sun , moon, and 
atara. 

^' The god of talents is equally accessible lo dhil- 
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dren, and he shonld be invoked in youth, therefore, 
rather than later in life. He is grave, and nothing 
can lessen his dignity. He wears the stole, cap, and 
slippers of a learned doctor, and carries a crozier to 
which is suspended a roll of parchment and a palm- 
leaf fan. A yoang doe accompanies him in his wan- 
derings. 

<' The god of glory is clothed with a golden cuirass 
and helmet, and holds in his right hand a lance orna- 
mented with pennants ; but he is rarely worshipped 
individually. He has no place at the humble domes- 
tic altar ; but the Buddhist priests have adopted him, 
and they represent him as holding an elegant model 
of a temple on the palm of his left hand. There 
could be no more delicate hint offered to the rich no- 
bility : the greatest glory, of course, is the building 
of temples, the endowing of monasteries ! 

" But the most remarkable of the seven divinities 
is the goddess of love, Benten, the personification of 
woman, of the family, of harmony, and also of the 
sea, that fruitful nurse of Japan. She wears the sa- 
cred stole, an azure mantle, and a diadem of her own 
hair, whereon shines the figure of a phoenix. I have 
seen her in a temple of that Jlapanese quarter of 
Yokohama which bears her name, with her head 
crowned with a royal crown, over which was an au- 
reole of the colors of the rainbow, a key in her right 
hand and a pearl in her left. 

'^ Benten was the inventress of the lute. Often, 
during the beautiful nights of summer, a celestial 
song accompanied by melodious accords, is heard from 
the summit of the baaalfcic difb whieh oyerhang the 
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wa^es ; it is the nightly chant of the goddass, as she 
guides the star of tlie evening to its place in the eky- 

"In the eyes of the Japanese women, Beuten is 
the highest type of materiiityj the model of good 
mothers, for she has ifteen gonsy all well trained and 
diBtingniehed, with a single exception. One is a pub- 
lic functionary, recognizable by his scarf of office ; 
another is a pnblic writer, carrying his desk and 
paper - box ; another a metal < founder, and next to 
him a banker, with scales for weighing gold ; then 
the cultivator of the soil, with his sheaves; the mer- 
chant, holding a bushel-measure^ the baker, with an 
implement for measuring rice; the tailor with m 
package of readj^-made kimonos ; the silk -raiser, with 
a basket of mulberry-leaves; the brewer, with a dip- 
per and a keg of sake ; the theologian, with the three 
emblems of the Buddhist Trinity ; the physician ; 
the breeder of domestic animals, always accompanied 
with a horse and a buffalo ; the manager of transpor- 
tation by laud and sea, with a boat and a rustic cart 
on either side; and finally we reach the fifteenth^ in 
whom the legend terminates with an enigma, for he 
alone has no profession or attribute whatever. 

*' But might he not have an implied vocation ? — 
might he not have come too late, after the division 
of the goods of the earth, like the poet in Schiller^a 
ballad? However strange the allusion may be con- 
sidered^ I cannot help making it; for one might well 
believe that the conclusion of the Japanese tradition 
is the same as that of the German poem — *Tba 
youngest, she said, who owns nothing, is he who poa^ 
the most precions gift' 
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^^Sach are the principal elements of the popular 
mythology, I might almost say, of the common, fa- 
miliar philosophy of life, the moral influence of which, 
properly viewed, is probably Better than any other in 
the world oatside of Christianity. Its remarkable 
pnrity, its cheerfulness, its prosaic but sportive good 
^nse, must have, more than any other cause, con- 
tributed to preserve the Japanese people from the 
decay with which it is continually menaced, under 
the immense pressure of Buddhism. Here, 1 am 
convinced, will be found the source of that joviality, 
that freshness of spirit, that child-like simplicity of 
character, which distinguish the laboring classes of 
the Empire. That which does them the most honor 
is the circumstance that the worship- which they ren- 
der to their favorite divinities has little of the char- 
acter of mere superstition. 

'^ The Japanese recognizes the children of his own 
imagination in the seven gods of happiness, and he 
has no scruples against amusing himself with them, 
whenever it seems good to him. He even makes 
them the subject of innumerable caricatures. In one 
of them, the god of longevity plays at backgammon 
with his friend Benten, and four of his fellow-gods, 
squatted around the board, seem to be betting on the 
goddess. A fifth, Sbisu, brings an enormous fish as 
a present for the winner. In other caricatures the 
seven divinities go through various adventures as 
travelling actors. The god of glory is obliged to 
carry a fish on his resplendent lance. Benten, in a 
tavern, displays her talent as a costumer, in arrang- 
ing the wardrobe of the troupe. During the per- 
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formances she sings and plajs on the lute, and the 
god of wealtli makes an accompaniment by Btriking 
a stick on his heavy wooden mallet. His symbolical 
rats act as ju^lers. The god of longevity makes 
the necessary explanations to the public, and directs 
the performance by gestures with his fan. In stOI 
anotlier picture, the god of talents is seen applying a 
moxa to the legs of the god of contentment 

^^ Many of the demigods and popular heroes of the 
old mythology must also snbmit to be grotesquely 
caricatured* But it is unnecessary to multiply exam- 
ples of this kind. If there is anywhere in the world 
& people who have no more illusions to lose^ even 
concerning their favorite idols, it is certainly that 
which inhabitB the Islands of the Rising Sun. They 
are child i ah, if one judge them only from external 
appearances, but, at bottom, they are intellectual 
even in their public diversions, and still more so iji 
their religious caricatures ; for the latter are nothini 
more than a tacit protest against the ancient objectftl 
of their worship, and a tacit homage offered to the 
Unknown God.'' 



CHAPTER XX. 

NEW YEAR'S EVE IN TOKIO, 1872 

IN Japan, there have been four different ways of 
counting the jears, viz., bj the reigns of the em- 
perors ; by year periods ; by the sexagenary or sixty- 
year cycle ; and by a continuous era beginning with 
the reign of Jimmu Tenno, the fabulous first mikado 
or emperor. The present nen-go or year-period com- 
menced January 25, 1868, when the emperor Mutsu- 
hito, or 123d Mikado, began his reign. It is called 
Meiji, or Enlightened Peace. The first year of Meiji 
was the fifth of the cycle (the twenty -first since the 
introduction of the Chinese method, or '^ Cycle of 
Cathay," a.d. 602), the year of the Dragon, and the 
2528th since the foundation of the Empire. The 
point of the beginning of Japanese history, as offi- 
cially fixed in 1872, is Ka 66a The year 1892 is 
the 25th of Meiji. 

As the acceptance of the Chinese calendar is, in a 
certain sense, a recognition of the superiority of China 
as the Middle Kingdom, and that the borrower is a 
pupil or tributary nation, the Japanese Grovemmentin 
1872 adopted the Gregorian calendar. The second day 
of the twelfth month fell on December 31, 1872, and 
the change was eflFected by leaving out the remainder 
of the said twelfth month, and calling January 1, 
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1873, the first day of the first month of the 253adj 
year of the Japanese Empire, Despite the wrath of 
the Chinese, the change wag quietly accepted by all 
the Japanese people. It signified that Japan deserted 
Chinese for European ideas of civilization. 

The author of ** The Mikado's Empire,'' who lived 
in Japan from 1870 to 1874, thus describee New 
Year*i Eve in Tokio, 1872, when the great annual 
festival catne several weeks earlier than usual 

** For the first time in the history of the Land of 
theOodSi which according to popular belief extends 
back many millions of years, New Year's Day was to 
come in the middle of the eleventh instead of at thi 
end of the twelfth month — six weeks earlier 
usnah The little children, who had been counting 
the days before New Year's on their fingers, were 
raptures when Tokia aan (papa) told them that, hy 
decree of the good emperor, the happy New Year'i 
Day was so soon to come ; but many an old bald he 
was shaken when it was told that the Son of Heaven^ 
the Mikado^ had been so deceived and led away bj 
the hairy foreigners that he had adopted their cal* 
endar^ and thus disturbed the whole order of things 
in heaven and earth. Among the rural boors and 
gawks blank eonatemation followed, eyes opened like 
moons, and mouths like gulfs. Had the moon andy 
eun exchanged places, they could not liave been moral 
fiurprised. Bnt for good or evil, the lunar calendar 
made way for the solar; and though men in the 
barbeNshop^ and maida around the well -curb, ai^ed 
that they had lost a month and a half out of Iheii 
lives, they declared tliemeelves no worse for it, bar* 
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ing saved so mncb rice and clothes in the meantime. 
Some said outright that they believed the foreign 
calendar was the better, and that Kew Year's Day 
onght to be the same all over the globe. While 
Japan was shut ont from the world, like an oyster in 
its shell, or wine in a sealed bottle, New Year's Day 
might come as of yore ; but now that Japan was one 
of the civilized nations, the only proper day must be 
identical with that of the foreigners. The moon had 
long lorded it over the tides and the months, now let 
the sun have sway over these latter at least. So the 
good emperor, Mutsuhito, was lauded for having 
issued his decree adopting the Gregorian calendar, 
and for turning forward the hands of Time's old 
clock through forty-six days. Like a sensible man as 
he is, he rejected our absurd month and day names, 
the verbal relics of Roman and Saxon heathenism, 
and, as a good Quaker does and as the Japanese 
always did, he called the days *^ first day," ^^ second 
day," etc. The new months, no longer to be meas- 
ured by the moon, were not to be designated, as we 
old western fogies designate them, calling the ninth 
month the seventh, the tenth month the eighth, etc. 
The week-days in Japan were ordered to be called 
Sun-day, Moon-day, Fire-day, Wood-day, Metal-day, 
Water-day, Earth-day ; the months, first, second, 
third, etc. Popularly, Japanese holidays are still as 
of yore the ichi-roku, or the first day of the month, 
and every sixth day in it, viz., 1st, 6th, 11th, 16th, 
21st, 26th ; but our official Sunday is also recognized 
by the Japanese, when the Oovemment offices are 
closed. The emperor who could thus decree the 
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change of calendar, and id tlie eje of the people, hnrry 
the Bands of old Time's hourglass bj a pen-etroke, 
made possible what an ancient proverb declared eotild 
not be — " a moon on the thirtieth day ; "' this proverb 
being an expression equivalent to something total Ij 
impofisible. 

However ranch the country folk disliked it, the 
Tokio people were ready for the chaQge^ and right 
merrily did they welcome it. The day before New 
Year's, though one of busy preparation, ig as inter- 
esting in foreign eyes as the real day itself* All 
good Japanese, to prepare properly for Kew Year's 
Day, must be as busy as bees. The whole honge 
must be cleaned from rafter to door-sili. All the 
thiek^ soft mats must be taken up, beaten, and 
shaken, and the pe^iestrian in the streets liad better 
fitrap on a pair of goggles, and keep his nose and 
month shut to what the good Lord made him of« 
All the pots, kettles, and utensils of ^^evy sort must 
be cleansed and seoured, and the worn-out ones re- 
newed. K very on e, except the beggars and loweel 
poor, buys a new coat and a pair of straw or wooden 
ahoas* The himho or poor man takes his old coat out 
of pawn, and raises heaven and eartli to get eonio 
cash, enough to buy some fish or condiments to give 
festal variety to the everlasting boiled rice^ whicli is 
eaten three times a day in every house in Japan. 
Every shop-keeper must square his accountSt pay hia 
debts, and be ready to lay all his business and care 
aside for a week* Tlie official prepares for a two 
weeks^ rest. Only once a year is a universal Sabbat 
seen in Japan, and that is on New Yearns Day. Tl 
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shops are all shat, and no artisan will do work for 
love or money. Hence, the day before New Year's 
is the busiest of the year. 

Out on the 0-dori, the Broadway of Tokio, on the 
last day of the year, the preparations were at the 
liveliest. The street is always bustling, but on this 
day it was crowded. The regular shops were blazing 
with toys, brilliant clothing, tempting sweetmeats, 
and shining lacquer-ware. The playthings were, as 
they are in every land, miniatures and faithful mir- 
rors of serious life. The doll-shops were each a lit- 
tle paradise of black-eyed babies, little ladies, and 
chubby children of Japan. So life-like are the Jap- 
anese dolls that they seem as if they had been bom 
of live mothers and would walk out of their glass 
cases and come to you, if you stretched out your 
arms for them, or tempted them with a rice-cake. 
At the confectioners, candy-fish, enough to stock an 
aquarium, were ready to float in sugary bliss down 
the throat of the urchins that eyed them. Candy 
"gum-balls," "sweet potatoes," "radishes," "cuttle- 
fish," "firemen," "tycoons," "junks," and "mer- 
maids," lay piled ready for sale, beside sponge-cake 
in little mountains, and rice-cracknels by the million. 
The most tempting gems of lacquered work, cabinets, 
boxes, bows, etc., acted on the spare change of the 
folk out shopping like a magnet. The shops were 
full of customers, but the crowds attended most with 
eyes, hands, and parses, to the booths which were 
erected for miles alung both sides of the centre of 
the street. These bootlm had sprting up like Jo- 
iiah^s gourd, and oo Kev 
14 
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like it They wei'e made of straw mats laid over a 
frame of wood, and tied together with rice-straw 
rope. In them were sold the gymbols of New Year 
rejoicing, Most of the booths were kasiiriri/a 
the sale of fresh green rice-atraw, twisted like hor 
of plenty, or in long cables for stretching across gate- 
ways, or in oval J oops, in festoons, or in heavy fringe, J 
Other booths sold ready-boiled red prickly lobsterSy i 
oranges with long etems, ferae, or bamboo atalks. 
With these emblems every honse and temple thrangh* 
ont tlie empire of Japan is decorated. 

Already the streets of Tokio look as though tfaej 
bad been suddenly transformed into a garden. In 
decorating for New Year's Day, two pine-trees are 
Bet np in front of each high-class house, at a proper 
distance on each side of the gate, and a generous 
bundle of split firewood is bound around it form 
base. The tall stalks of the spray* like bamboo rest 
against the pine, and rise far above it^ so that the 
delicate bamboo and deep pine contrast their tinta. 
All along the front eaves of the bouse, or from pinei 
to pine, are stretched twisted straw cables, with 
fringes of straw and strips of white paper hanging J 
down. Tlie rice from the province of Higo is the 
most delicious in the empire, and miniature bags of 
it are piled up to typify wealth and abundance. 
Over the door is nailed a cylindrical piece of char- 
coal, an orange, pieces of sea-weed, sprays of fern, 
and an oak leaf. Sometimes a persimmon, which in 
Japan is very sweet and a« large as an apple, is added 
with the orange, or takes its place, ^'The fir-treo^ 
and the bamboo are euibietns of louj; life, as is also 
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the orange; the lobster typifies a hearty old age, 
strong though bent ; the dried persimmon, very sim- 
ilar in appearance to, and quite as sweet as a Smyrna 
fig, is emblematical of the sweetness of conjugal con- 
stancy ; the fern long retains its verdure ; the oak- 
leaf does not drop till the young leaves begin to 
burst from their buds; and the piece of charcoal 
denotes eternal stability." These emblems hang up 
for six days. On the seventh they are taken down 
and burnt as an offering to the local gods. Accord- 
ing to the Japanese fitness of things, wm4^ take^ 
matm — the plum, bamboo, and pine — are the three 
most lovely and suggestive emblems of the vegetable 
world, and these three are almost always found 
growing together in pots, or painted on screens, cab- 
inets, trays, ink-stones, or the other exquisite works 
of Japanese art which have won admirers in every 
land. In the old days of Japan, when New Year's 
came in February, the plum-trees were in blossom, 
and the dwarfed trees in pots were set in each parlor, 
making clouds of bloom and shedding fragrance. 
The most ugly and rugged stocks, decayed almost to 
punk, were grafted full with branches that were 
trained in sinuosities like writhing snakes. In sum- 
mer, with bare, curled branches, they reminded one 
of a pyramid of tiny Egyptian snakes. At New 
Year's time, a mass of bloom, their sinuosities 
hidden, the strings removed, they looked like a mul- 
tiplication of Aaron's rod. Budding life on a blasted 
trunk is the delight of the Japanese. Alas! this 
year the plum-tree wp' *Tnt!ire was 

too coDseryaM^ ^OBiilts 
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even if it were New Tear's Day- No pltun-treee 
gF&eed the feetivitiefl of the first day of the first 
month of the 2533d year of the Japanese Empire, 
and the year of our Lord 1873, It was proof pogi- 
tive to many an old farmer and city coneervatiTo who 
moarned over the abeenee of their darling bloesomfi, 
that ** the right way between heaven and earth" had 
been forsaken by the divine emperor Hie Japanese 
InfallibiHty had made a mistake. 

Besides the decorative emblems, every good Japan- 
ese begins the new year with a new shrine of pure 
wood for the abode of Iiia household gods — the 
Japanese Lares and Penates — seen in every habita- 
tion « Fat and jolly these gods are, especially those 
of wealth and of long life, if we may judge by their 
pictures. The family shrine is nsually placed over 
the inner door. Offerings of rice and wine are made 
daily, and lights are lit at night to burn until morn- 
ing, and in many houses tlie sacred flame never gOM 
out. Besides the new miya^ the good Japanese buys 
a case for the sacred charm which the priest of hia 
temple will give him for a fee. He naUs it npon tbe 
OQtside of his hoase to keep away disease and tail 
fortnne. We saw niany old couples with their Hi 
shrines among their purchases. Some, bent with 
age, seemed jolly for the nonce, their wrinkles leas 
hard, as they hobbled along like old Chronos, with 
their new miya^ and their big fish^ and rice dough 
for cracknels; which are the Japanese equivalents 
for turkey and mince-piea. 

Men stood on the atreet comers who would take a 
cylinder of bamboo, and» with a few dexterous cut 
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scrapes, and ties, would hand joa a good though flat 
representation of a nosegay, in curled bamboo flow- 
ers. At one place, an artist in dough took rice paste, 
and, with fingers, blow-pipe, and a few daubs of 
paint, evolved from this novel protoplasm a cock, a 
dahlia, a pumpkin, a monkey, a '^ hairy foreigner," a 
daimiOy a wagon, or a trumpet ; all of fair size and 
wonderfully accurate likeness to their originals. At 
another corner, a man made sponge-cake with sugar 
paste inside, on a griddle, having himself, his batter, 
griddle, furnace, and fuel, piled-up cakes, etc., all on 
a platform two feet square. As for the eating-stands, 
displaying innumerable messes of every color and 
flavor in all hues of gravy, and sandwiches of lumps 
of rice covered with raw fish, they were countless. 
At many stands morsels of beef — the abomination of 
the passing priest — skewered on bamboo, were boiled 
in a stew, the water or juice of which was changed 
probably once a week. The price of a stick of these 
meat-balls, with privilege of dipping twice in the 
juice, was 1| cent. At another place, that foreign 
curiosity, bread, was toasted on the street, and sold 
in slices at a half-cent each. Eegular eating and 
^^ good square meals " are unknown to many of the 
street coolies, and the number of their meals per day 
averages twelve or fifteen, being homoeopathic in 
quantity, except rice, which is eaten by the pint. A 
perfectly regular life, with meals by the clock, would 
be inisoi-y to the stieet €oulic, I ouce had a most 
devoted servant who liad belonged to tiiis class. His 
conduct was most exeuiplary for six months, lie 
even cut off bis topknot and put on foreign dothea. 
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Suddenly he wished to leave ; the regularity and re- 
spectability were too much for him, and he ehortJj 
after appeared on the street dressed a@ elovenlj, aiid^ 
was as £re<)iient and nomadic with his meals as o£l 
yore- 

The varioui venders of infallible specifics, and the 
whole tribe of petty wandering street merclianta, 
knew this to be their opportunity^ and plied their* 
eloquence and skill to the detriment of many a green- 
hyru's pui^ae. The rope-walkers, the tnm biers, the 
man whose cliildren played theatricals, the fortime- 
teller with his bundle of bamboo splints^ the niaa 
who swallowed a sword and ran long steel prongs 
into his nose^ the adept at palmistry^ the &eMers of 
rat poison and infallible cement^ siker-phuing pow- 
der, etc., were in their best spirits. The oculista, 
barbers^ dentists, quacks, and all the indoor profes- 
sionals, were radiant with work and orders* Every- 
body seemed to be going home with a package in kit 
hand. As for the countrymen, they were in full 
force to see the sights^ I can always tell the Japan* 
eee inaka when he comes to town. He stares at the 
foreigner as if his eyes had at last deceived him iit^ 
terly. Why the foreigner should be a foreigner, and 
have ugly blue eyes, and brown hair like a dog, and 
wear hair on his face, seems to be explainable only 
on the theory that ail foreigners are either descend- 
ants of dogs, or are the rejected models which the 
gods threw away before they wrunght their perfects 
work on the incomparable children uf Japan. 

Before the new shrine for tlie household gods 
set up, the devili in the house must be driveti oul. 
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All the members of the household, from patenfa- 
milias to the baby, arm themselves with romids of 
parched beans, and then assault and exorcise the devils 
in every room of the house ; flinging the beans with a 
terrible racket into every crack and corner, and then 
directing their volleys toward the door. This mimic 
cannonade is continued until the house is cleared of 
the fiends. A sprig of holly is then stuck in either 
side of the door to prevent their entering again. 
Offerings of rice, fish, etc., are afterward made to the 
various household deities — the god of the kitchen 
and of the fireplace, the god of longevity, and the 
god of wealth. Then in the tokonoma — the raised 
recess, or part of the room always assigned to cere- 
monial purposes — are placed great round batches of 
rice dough laid on white paper, which look as if some 
American housekeeper had just finished kneading 
her sponge. Oranges and ferns are laid on top, and 
these are fianked by offerings of beans, roots, and 
other articles of Japanese diet, placed on white paper, 
on ceremonial stands. The master of the house pre- 
sents his servants with new suits of clothes and with 
pocket-money, and gives them holiday for one or 
more days. The visiting-cards for the morrow are 
all written and ready, and those for distant friends 
and relatives have been already sent. 

All then is ready in the household for the festal 
joy of the great day. The old lie down for rest, with 
memories of the past, and the young seek sleep as a 
bridge of dreams, to cross the slow hours that fiow 
between the now and the happy golden morrow of a 
New Year's Pay in Japan. 



CHAPTER XXL 



JAPANESE ABT, AKTISTO, AKB ARTISANS 



THE author of ** The Mikado's Empire," while 
living in the city of Fukui, in the province of 
Echizen, as well as in the imperial eapital, epeot 
many hours with tlte native artiste, and in studying 
the proeesBes of the artisaos of Japan. The fi»Uow- 
ing chapter written by him is coudeueed from Scrii- 
ner*8 Magazine : 

Japan is the land of surprii6fi> Among things 
unexpected, noue gtrikeg the visitor or residLmt tnoro 
tlian tlie environment of art and its makers. One 
sees that the love of tlie beautiful lias penetrated to 
the lowQgt claseeB, that taste is highly refined, that a 
long perspective of history has given a background 
out of wliicli exquisite flowers of genius have 
bloomed J that the very shape of the fingers seen, 
*' literally on every hand,'' suggests delicacy and can- 
ning skill ; yet where ai'e the factories and stndiosf 
Inside the dwellings, wtiere are the bronzes^ poro^ 
Iain J and bric-a-brac I The houBo and living- rooni% , 
devoid of what we imagine to be furnitursi mggagk^ 
simplicity itself. Karely are articles of virtu visible. 
The whole cast of civilization suggests extreme frti- 
gall t J. if not poverty* One wonders how Emtmei 
and America can be so filled with exquisite wm 
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art, onc6 exported fromj but now no longer to be 
easily duplicated in, " Everlasting Great Japan," 

These impressions, so often expressed by others, 
were shared by tlie writer twenty-two years ago, 
when he first trod the soil of the Honorable Conn try. 
One year's life as a lone foreigner in a dainiio's castle 
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town, and three years in the national capital, with 

much travelling and many visits to palaces, temples, 
feudal maneione, and artists' liomes, did not greatly 
dull the edge of surprise* Then, the ricldy stocked 
shops and factories in the treaty ports, flamboyant 
with gay daubs and over-decorated wares which sell 
well abroad, had scarce Ij more than a beginning. 
Then the subdivision of hibor, now increasingly 
dj and the crass products of prison toll wer0 
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unheard of. The emblazonry of paper fane, am- 
brellas, and wall hangings, usually the product of 
pri&on labor, and whicii make perpetual red gtinsets 
in our sea-shore tabernaclesj had but begun* 

Things were norma]^ and the Holy Country had 
been but recently defiled bj the alien. The collector, 
purchasing agent, and specially accredited emissary 
of mnsenm and publisher were not then in the land. 

Yet tlie art, the artist^ and tlie artisans were there. 
Gradually one was able to discover the foundries and 
ateliers, and to ferret out the secrets and learn the 
curioaa vocabulary of the handicraftsmen* Wiien 
familiar with the sword -wearing gentlemen and the 
intelligent merchants, the appreciative lover of art 
could carry temptation to their pride and often to 
their pockets, and thus win njany a rare ciario* 

One found that thei^ high-bred folks were averse^ 
to vulgar display, or to what miglit tempt the tax* 
collector or the spy — that natural and relentless pam- 
«ite of Japanese feudalism. There were many eansea 
tending to simplicity of domestic intenors besides 
poverty. There was the ever-present dread of fire — 
*• the flower of great Yedo " — in which city a day 
passing without a conflagration was a novelty amount* 
ing to a national event* No fire-inBiirance oompany 
existed, and the stream thrown on a blaze by the 
hand -engines borne on men*s shoulders^ and filled 
with buckets and dippers, eould hardly ootrival a 
Cfiiuese laundryman in the act of Bprinkling clothaB. 
Hence, nearly all valuables, and especially art treaa^ \ 
ures and heirlooms, were kept insured in the dOBa^ i 
a fireproof storehouse attached to every dwelling of 



JAFAKE8E AET. ARTISTS, AWB AHTISANB 209 

importancse. This fireproof building, made of timbef 
coated with a foot of mud and hard-fin ieh of plaster, 
contained ** hidden treasureB of darknese *' in the 
form of lacquer^ ivory, crystal, porcelain, pottery, 
bronze, books, toys, and robee* 

The flne-art store, such sa one still sees in the in- 
land cities, is a modest affair in one or two rooms, 
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probably half the stock being exposed at one tima 
The proprietor aits before his brasier, in which a 
ball or two of the clay- and -charcoal powder smould- 
ers, and will fnrnish a friendly and gratnitons cup of 
tea to all callers. lie wipes tenderly the crystal you 
ask to see, and seems personally attached to each 
of his darling tea-pots, candlesticks, or pen-holder 
cases, as to a child. Far from showing any eager- 
ness to sellj the o!d*time dealer, in what foreigners 
irreverently dub "cnriosj*' appeared loath to part 
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with hifi wares. A sale saemed to griere hinii d€ 
spite the thanks and profuse compliments stiower 
oil you for honoring his *' hut ' ^ with your " exalted ^' 
presence. There is the richlj pictured screen, with 
a "water- brow mountain ^^ or beetling-procipice-sea-j 
and-ship picture, or *' the autumn views of mani 
trees ; '^ the kaMtJWtio^ or hanging wall pictnr 
with poem in calligraphic characters, or with bamboo^ 
and stanza ; the rare old pottery, with the signature 
or seal of *' Mr. Old Ink " upon it ; while the drink- 
ing-cnp's inscription re;ids, '^ Everything (literally, 
one hundred things) goea just as wo please ; " whil« 
to the discerning eye every shape, design, border- 
decoration, or figure is suggestive, or even eloquent, 
of the ideas and lore of Asiatic humanity , of its lit- 
erature^ religion, and intei'pretation of iiature« Ko 
art in any land ia more symbolic and suggestive that: 
that of Japan, despite the plea of the lingiustg th 
the language and people are devoid of imagination of 
the Aryan standard. 

Art and social life were united. It was not tin- 
common for gentlemen to meet toge titer and enjoy 
the products of local artists and artisans, and to com- 
para notes and criticisms. The unique institution of 
Cha fio yti (tea and liot water), which, probably more 
than anything else, developed the porcelain industry 
in the arcliipelago of Japan, served also as a school j 
for the production of, and education in, native arM 
China and Japan drink tea, and the starting^]K>int of 
their fictile art is the tea-cup f to which we barbarianiJ 
have added a handle) witli the cover or lid (whidl! 
Europeans have turned upsido*dowiij and made into 
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a saucer) J even as the rice-bowl is perhaps the origi- 
nal unit of their pottery. In Corea, speaking broadlj, 
no tea is raised or drunk ; and Ck»rea hae no porce- 
lain, though of oldj even ae the Arab sailoi-s tell na 
and her tombs reveal, famous for her pottery. The 
Uha no yUy or tea*makiug ceremony, id an elaborate 
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eocial ritual. It was invented^ so it ie said, by the 
great Eideyoshi in tbe sixteenth centiny, to tnrn 
away the thoughts of his men of war f I'om arms to 
polite etiquette — two things for whieli the Japanese 
have a genius. Perpetual peace was to be kept by 
means of artistic grace and enthusiasm in sestbetics. 
This peaceful policy failed of its original purpose, 
but it gave a mighty impulse to the ceramic art, 
which was set on a firm basis when Hideyoshi's gen- 
erals invaded Corea and by hia orders transferred^ 
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not only the Corean potters, but almoBt the entire 
national industry to Japan. 

In old Japan there ^ere no academies^ large ate- 
liers^ or picttire-gellerSj ab in Europe* Each painter 
had his studio in his home, and was assisted by wife, 
children, pupils, retainers, or relatives ; or he went 
off to spend weeks or montlis at the inonasteriea, tern* 
pies, or feudal man^sions, fiUing orders for patroaa* 
Some of tlie most f anions basked in the snnshine of 
the imperial court, enjoying showers of gold ; while 
others gained t!ie anreole of iiuinortal fame» raatn- 
ing, slowly and miserably, from place to place. The 
schools founded by, and the U^aditions of, these aid 
masters are still mfghtj^ in Japan* Kot a few artisia 
who ^in a respectable living, and even fame, de- 
pend almost entirely on copying the sketches op 
models handed down from the past. Instead of Snd* 
ing stimulus in improvernentj or inspiration in nature, 
they continually reproduce the same stock of ideas 
and set of symbols. A friend of mine, calling on a 
Tokio artist, criticised a peculiar and unnatural treat- 
ment of the horse's joints and limbs, asking why the 
artist did so. ** Oh,'* replied the man of bnishes and 

pigments, with a tone of proteat, " the master 

always did so " 

So far as I know, liowever, the better class of 
painters sketch from nature. The freshly jilucked 
spray of bloasoms, the potted plant, the bird or in- 
eect actually caught and caged, or the real crane In 
flight or feeding hi the rice-field, is their true original. 
On one occasion, wanting to have some apraya of tlie 
deep-sea " glass plant«^' or Uyidamma mir<A3,%§^ m 
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mounted in a lacc^uered Btaiid that their jcwallike 
sheen would be vieible, I gave an order for a dai^ 
or stand to a gold lacquerer ia Fukui, stating that I 
wished its design to be a eiinrise on the rocks at the 
8ea-side. He at once repaired to Mikuni, the near 
marine Tillage, and sketched the cliffs, rocks, oceau- 
wavee, and rising sun ; after which he reproduced 
his india-ink sketeli in gold and varnish. 

The screen is a household articlej nearly ubiquit- 
cuB^ and has the advantage of presenting many patiela 
for a series of pictures, sncL as Heaven, Earth, and 
Air ; Rock^ Cloud, and Water ; Youth, Middle Life, 
and Old Age; Deer and Maple, Tiger and BanitR>o^ 
Rain and Sparrow, and other associated ideas so dear 
to the Japanese eye and nitnd. The artistes asei«- 
tants prepare the panels, while the wife is busy on 
the sheets of silk, and the daughter grinds colors. 
Taking his place on the floor, without a tnall stick, 
but with two brushes in his hand, he sketches Spring 
and Autumn, as typified in the phnn~blosj5*jn»s and 
full-blowii chrysantheninm. ImmobiUty and Mo- 
tion, shown by rocks and flower, the couplets of Bird 
and Grass, Moon and Harej or the triplet Plum, 
Bamboo^ and Pine, quickly appear under bis facile 
brush. The rich costume of the artist and his fain* 
ily, and the general air of comfort and luxury, hard- 
ly represent tlie average historical fact, for most ar- 
tists were poor. In tlie old days of feudalism they 
lived in the daimios' capitals, or clustered in Kioto 
or Yedo. Now they are most numerous in the mod- 
ern capital of the Mikado, and the most profiperoua 
artiste are those who deign to draw designs for de 
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rators, or eerve^ with a salary, uDder tlie manufactur- 
ing corporatioDB which are rapidly centralizing art 
and labor. When, however, an artist ia invited ont 
to digplay his achievementfi, for a consideration, he 
dona his beat clothes and expects a fair equivalent 
for his fine phrensy. 

The aspects of nature which the Japanese artiat 
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studies lovingly are not like the glacier-polished and 
drift-depoBited landscapes of Northern Europe and 
America. Volcanic and alluvial formations are most 
common in this Pacific archipelago^ and though tlie 
traditions of Chinese and Corean masters sway his 
brush, the Japanese artist reproduces with commen- 
dable faithfulness many of the moods of nature. 
The national tenderness of appreciation, and senti' 
mental interest in nature, as mirrored in ancient 
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poems and be!lefl4ettree, date from the primeval pe- 
riodj when the Suriri&e Land was fresh to the new 
dwellera amid its wonders, Tlie wrinkled hills, mal- 
titudinoas valleys, lava-conesj niountain-rangee, water* 
faUg^ and vegetable fonnB lend easily tlie linee which 
can be made to appear in lacquer paintings. 

In the typical gold-Iacqnerer s Bketch, peerless Fuji, 
dwarfing into insignificance the thatclied cottages, 
the fowls of the air, the scant cultivation, suggeet 
the sparsely settled regions remote from cities, and 
tell of solitade — man alone amid nature, and Ixls 
puny power over her An art eyrnbol, nearly the re- 
verse, narrates its story without words, bat in a suffi- 
cient language of its own. This is a San-sni picture, 
having in it^ as the term denotes, mountains and 
water. Nature is still here, but tamed and m&de 
mau^s assistant. The thatclied ** moon- vie wing charn^ 
ber/' or "cottage of outlook," the stone lantern, "to 
give light during the long dark nighty" the wicket 
gate and hedge, the rustic bridge, the Mandarin 
ducks, or love-birds — emblems of wedded joy^ the 
storks--] iving prophets of longevity, the emoothlj 
woro paths, tlie well-curb and rope-bucket, are there, 
all suggesting man^a enjoyment in, and harmony 
with, nature. Perspective and Westeni artistic re- 
qnirementa are subordinated to the form required 
for the gold*lacquerer's art. With vamisli, metal, 
and color he will translate the india-ink skett^h into 
a euperb picture finished in buniished gold. Thio 
art of lacquering is based on the graphic and pic* 
torial arts, and ia one of the noblest in which Japati 
excels. 
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Japan now maiinfacturee and exports, anmially, ar- 
tistic products to tbe value of millions ; labor and 
skill are more centralized, and manufacturing meth- 
ods gradually approach thoee of the West In old 
Japan, clay- worker, moulder, baker, and decorator 
were tifiually in one room, and often were one person. 
The averse ^^ establiBhment " was a father and aoD| 
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a husband and wife, or a small coterie of relatives 
living under a single roof* Now a subdivision of 
labor reigns, processes are carried on under several 
roofs, and the artists or decorators cluster at the 
capital* 

It is eren eomtnoD now to dig the clay at some one 
of tlie two hundred and fifty beds known, load it on 
junks, and ship to favored manufj'^ 
where it ts ground, beaten, 1p' 
moulded, and the biscuit fired 
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tiiaterial, after beijug ground, stamped, and washed, 
is further treated with hoe, troweln^ and basket-eieve. 

The finest sort m beaten with from three to six 
thousand strokes of a chib, bo as to be fully tempered 
for the wheel, or for those articles whicli are built 
rather than moulded. When ready for the baking, 
the first for the biBCiilt of dry clayj the seooud for the 
gla^e, a peculiar kind of charcoal is used, and the fire 
m kindled from a spark struck with fimt and steel 
which every smoker carries at hia belt. 

In the stanza translated by Mr, Edward Greej, 
some poet has writtcD : 

*^ Th& potior moulds ttie 0U7 upoa the wli^l. 
And beUuLd a jar v^a.ltied at 4 tew e^nU ; 
The artijt lak«*d hia bruah, decorates the ware^ 
And lo \ the piece U w^orth the nmsotn of a great wattior. ** 

These porcelain painters rank among the highest* 
class arti&ans, and live and dresa well. They are In- 
telligent brain-workers^ as well as experts witli the 
bruBh. Of course most of the diiest desiguB, and all 
the original ones, are drawn by the pictorial artist^ 
and the decorators woik from the sketclies furni&hcd 
ttieni. In the manufacture by bulk and contract, 
however, the osual stock in trade of Crane and 
Stream, Rock and Sea-waves» Foam-drops and Pet- 
ralfl> Cloud and Dragon, Chinese poetry, idealized 
landscapes, or the repertoire of graphic designs in fig- 
ure, are followed by rote. Artists know by he 
and have known for many generations, these stand 
ard art symbols, which are recognized and interpret 
even by children. Streaking and banding in gold o**" 
color are done on a wheel turned by the finp 
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tea-pots eitlier of Corean, diineBe, or Japanese shape 
or modfilj a great variety of pigment is used* 

The critic and historian who 13 yet to write the 
Btory of art in Japan, from prehiBtoric time to this 
twenty fourth year of Meiji (civilization in enlight- 
ened peace), will discriminate nieely between what is 
borrowed and what ia original* The folding fan, 
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modelled on a bat's wing, the arts of lacquering, 
sword -makingj cloisonne on poreelain^ and some of 
the methods of decorating faiejice are of native ori- 
gin ; but of bronze casting and the secrets of allay, 
niello, and metallic work, tell-tale philology often 
betrays a Corean, Chinese, Persian, or Indian origin. 
Bronze is** Chinese metal/' and some of the names 
of tools and processes, as I learned them in the shop% 
are but mispronounced Corean. Bm% or Bmigari 
(rouge), seems to point to Bengal, just as hiki^iot 
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" blick,'* is only the Dutch word for tin in the month 
of the man who eschews the letter L The shapes 
Mid models of old temple ornaments and flower tBses 
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point tmmiatakabljr to Persian origin^ eren as the 
native annals report Japanese einbaeeies meeting 
those from Persia at the court of the Middle King- 
dom. Brasiers, incenee^hoklers, water-tanks, stand- 
ing lanterns, memorial tablets, and tomb-doori 
abundance of opportunitj to the bronzist to eho^v 
skill in handling masses of metah The images of 
Great Buddha at Nara> Kainaknra, and ©bewhere, 
show what Cellinis of Japan can achieve in colos&al 
works of art. 

The casting of a public monument in wku^ such as 
a memorial lantern^ column, or Buddha, is usually a 
public and outdoor affair, attended with festal hilar* 
117. Furnaces^ bellows^ castiug-pots, tools^ and ap- 
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pliances are brought to, or prepared at| the spot, and 
the details are watched bj holiday crowds. For the 
fusing of larger m asses, and in more anibitioiifi pro- 
jects, a form of bellows that suggests old-fashioned 
fiuction fire-engines is used. Then from four to 
twenty men oscillate the see-saw air-box that drivcK a 
furioits blast tii rough the single or triple tuyires. 

For the finer statne, or bas-relief work, a mould of 
clay and wax is made, dried, and heated to melt the 
wax and leave epace. On ponring in the fused alloy, 
what remains of the wax is melted, fired, and lost 
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{fdre perdne). In the finishing room, the burrs left on 
the casting are removed, the filing is done, and the sur- 
faces are polished^ or made ready for silvering, fire- 
gilding, inlaying; or coloring. Turn'' hmi 
is deftly done, thongh in ils u^^e ^ 
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plied is lost. At this rude wooden maehine, the man 
who turns the shaft with a strap pulls both hackward 
and forward, so that the brass-turner holding the 
chisel must actually wait during every alternate rev- 
ohition for the article set on the elmck to come ronnd 
again right side up. Yet> despite this crude form of 
lathe, in which fifty per cent, of power is lost, and 
but few rcTolutiODS made per minute, superb work is 
turned off. The Western handicraftaman will note 
that the pumpdrill, and possibly other tools suppoe 
to be European in origin, are common to his Nippon^ 
ese brother* 

Yet these exquisite pieces of jewelry, called 20-gan^ 
as well as those now turned ont in forms more suited 
to Western tastes^ by the goldsmiths of Tokio, ar 
made in a space and with appliiinees that seem ridi- 
culous. With the floor for a seat, at low benches^ 
and with home - made toolsj the raw material is 
melted, the sheet metal planished^ annealed, or eoU 
dered, and the chains and ornaments are filed or pol- 
ished. Instead of a draw-bench for wire-makings 
the floor^ the hands and feet, a pair of pincers, and 
perforated plate constitute the machinery ; while tlie 
coloringj plating, and acid processes are catTjed on in 
a few pots and jars, and the fire-gilding is done with* 
out hood or covering, often to the detriment of th© 
health of the workmen. 

The boys seen in nearly all the places of skilled 
labor suggest wliat is tlie fact, that apprentieeB begiti J 
to learn their trades nsually much earlier than in qui 
country^ so that when majority is attained the mi 
tery of the craft is thorough, An«>iher Btnkiog feat* 
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ore of the Japan eea system is that of hereditj. 
Skill rnnB in family lines. Not a few of the famonB 
artisans of the present decade are deBcendants in the 
ninth, tenth, and even twentieth generation, of the 
founder of the eBtabHshment. I once employed a 
carpenter in Fnkni, who was prond of his ancestry of 
wood-workers through twenty-eeven generations ; and 
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the temple records show ench boaating to be true, 

thongh often adoption interrupts the actual blood line. 
At a paper- naker's eBtablighment in Awotabi, in 
Echizeu, 1 dined frith the proprietor, whose fatliera 
firgt eBtablished the industry a Tnitlennium ago, the 
national liistory showing also that t!ie Coreans, be- 
fore the ninth centniy of our era, visited the place. 

Next to Buddhism^ the mother and nnree of fine 
arts^ feudalism was the special patron and stimulns of 
the Japanese higter arti&an. A glance at the arms 
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and armor of a captaiD of old Japan's chi^alrj, each 
as Mlnatnoto YoBbitguDd, showe how his full equip- 
ment eummoned most of the ine arte to the aervice 




of the soldier, Tiie harness of hide and chain arraoi^ 
eilk and Btoel, brocade and lacquer; the hehnet and 
bireaat-plate of cliaaed gold and siWer ; tliedragtm-m* 
signia of cast and chiselled metal ; the silken banner, 
woven J embroidered, or painted with the ancegtral 
blazon ; the polished triumplis of the quiver and 
arrow maker's art, the doublet bow of wood and 
cane ; the sword-rack from the gold-lacqnerer's hand ; 
the bear-skin shoes and tiger gkin-eheath, tlie shark- 
hide grip, and curiously wrought dirk scabbard, made 
a panoply to which the masters of many arts oon^ 
bfibtited, when they laid all forms of animal and 
vegetable life and mineral products under tribute. 
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Crowning all other crafts was tliat most noble and 
most honored of the Bword-maker, who, by the help 
of the gods, presided over the birth of '* the sainurai^a 
soul '-—the bright, ungiiUied blade of Yamato. 

Now, though the old motive and environment have 
gone, and Japan is becoming modernj civilized, and 
commercial, maj we not hope that the hereditary 
manual skill, physical adaptation, and real artistic im- 
pulse to translate beauty into art may for eenturiea 
yet be regnant in Everlasting Great Japan» 




A Jtw4l4f> Shopt 



CHAPTEK XXn. 

THE JAPANESE AND THEIB MYTHOLOGY 

THE Japanese people offer more Uian one problem 
to the ethnologist as weU eb to the hiBtorian. 
Many points will undoubtedly yet be made clear, as 
our chances for more thorough research iocreafie ; 
but at preseut the foundation of tbe Empire* the 
origin of the race, are involved in equal obecurity. 

The first and most natural supposition would be 
that the archipelago of Japan tnnst have been }>eo^ 
pled by a Tartar emigration. There is evidence of 
very ancient relations between Corea, Japan, the 
Kurile Islands, and even Kamtschatka; for that 
chain of islands which extends northward, and then 
eastward to the American peninsula of Alaska, across 
the Pacific Ocean, resembles the disniautled piers of 
a gigantic bridge, and suggests the idea of a migra- 
tion which must have been possible^ even with the 
most primitive forms of navigation. But in tracing 
back the historical traditions of the Japanese toward 
tlieir origin, we meet with no nomadic and conquer- 
ing hordes, but, on the contrary, with peaceable 
tribes of buntera and fishei^ under the name of 
** Ainoe,'" a nati%^e expression which signifies '^ men/' 
scattered along the shores and over the ialandfi of the 
North Pacific. 

These Ainos have not the oblique eyes^ tlie high 
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cheek-bones, or the scattering beards of the Mongol 
race ; they are a short, thick-set people, with large, 
round heads, and are especially distinguished by the 
remarkable thickness of the hairy growth which 
covers their skins. They seem to have been contem- 
poraries of the extinct cave-bears. 

The cosmogony and early mythological system of 
the Japanese are somewhat mixed with those of the 
Chinese, but the two elements can be readily sepa- 
rated. The Chinese philosophers, for example, imag- 
ine a primitive, eternal substance, which contains the 
germs of everything that exists, divided into two 
classes, the Yang and the Ying. The Yang is the 
active, masculine principle, or primitive force ; the 
Ying is the passive, feminine principle, or primitive 
matter ; and all things in the universe are the result 
of a combination of the two. 

The Japanese theory, on the other hand, supposes 
a succession of immeasurable periods of time, during 
which the creation of the world was accomplished in 
the following order : 

During the chaotic period, three beings coexistent 
with creation, separated the earth from the heavens. 

In the second period, a series of seven celestial 
dynasties symbolizes the formation of the different 
elements. 

Then, all the elements having been prepared, the 
definite creation of the world was brought about by 
the action of the last pair of celestial deities, the 
spiritual combination of whose attributes produced 
Japan, while from the deities themselves descended 
five generations of earthly deities, the last of whom 
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was Jimrau Teano^ the fotmder of the djnasty of 

the MIkados. 

In the Bimpler form, wlikh is faniilmr to the peo- 
ple, there are many curious details of creation. 
Wliat may be called the *' Genesis " of the Japanese 
Bible commences as follows: 

" In the beginning there was neither heaTeo nor 
earth. 

'^The elements of all thiLigs formed a liquid and 
troubled mass, similar to the contents of an unde* 
velopod egg, in which the white and the yellow are 
still mingled together. 

" Out of the hifinite space which this chaos fillec]^ 
a god arose, called tbe divine Supreme Being, whose 
throne is in the centre of heaven, 

** Tlien came tlie divine Creator, exalted above Um 
creation ; finally the divine Creator, who is tbe sub- 
lime Spirit, 

'^ Each one of these three primitive gods had his 
own existence, but they were not yet revealed 
yond their spiritual natures, 

** Tben, by degrees the work of separation went on 
in chaos* 

'* The finest atoms^ moving in different dii^ctionJE 
formed the heavens, 

*^The grosser atoms, attachiitg themselves to each 
other, and adberinir, produced the earth* 

**The former, moving rapidly, conBtnicted the 
vanit of the firmament which arches above our 
heads ; the latter, being slowly drawn together in 
solid body, did not form the earth until at a mncb^ 
later period. 
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^^ When the earthly matter still floated as a fish 
that comes to the surface of the waters, or as the 
image of the moon that trembles on a limpid lake, 
there appeared between the heavens and the earth 
something similar to a piece of reed, endowed with 
movement and capable of transformation. It wab 
changed into three gods, which are : the August One, 
reigning perpetually over the Empire ; he who reigns 
by virtue of water ; and he who reigns by virtue of 
fire. 

"All three were of the male sex, because they 
owed their origin to the action of the Divine reason, 
alone. 

" After the three first males, there came three pairs 
of gods and goddesses, reigning over the elements of 
wood, metal, and earth. 

^' This second dynasty contained as many goddesses 
as gods, because the terrestrial united equally with 
the celestial reason in producing them. The first of 
the seven gods commenced the creation of the earth, 
and all together personify the elements of the crea- 
tion. 

" The era of the celestial gods, commencing with 
the first and terminating with the last male and fe- 
male pair, who were called Izanagi and Izanami, con- 
tinued for millions on millions of years." 

But the world, and, most important of all, the Em- 
pire of Japan, was not yet created. The account 
given, therefore, is very circumstantial. One day, 
when the god and goddess were sitting together on the 
arch of the sky, they happened to talk of the possi- 
bility of there being an inferior world. " Let us see," 
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eaid Izaniigi to his goddess, " whether there is not m 
world buried under those waters which we see below 
lis," Thereupon he plunged down his dlamonci- 
pointed javeliu and Btirrod about with it in all direc- 
tions. As he withdrew it some drops of salt water 
fell from the diamond point, and, condensing in their 
fall, formed the island which is called Ono-kon> 
eh J ma. The pair then descended upon this island, 
and determined to make it the beginning of a grand 
arehipelago, to be created by the united labors of 
both. 

Tbey first separated, one taming to the right and 
the other to the left, and made the circuit of tlie ia* 
land. When they met, the goddess, transported with 
joy, cried out : '^ How happy I am to see you again, 
my dear and amiable spouse t '^ fiut the god^ annoyed 
because she had anticipated him, replied : '* My poai* 
tion aa your husband gives me the right to speak first ; 
why do you usurp it ? Your haste is of bad omen, aiid 
in order to avoid its consequences, we must begin our 
circuit again.'' 

The second time he spoke first, crying out, as soon 
as he perceived the goddess : *' How happy I ann to 
see you again, my dear and amiable spouse ! '^ From 
this time forth, nothing interrupted them in the work 
of creation, which was accomplished in the following 
order : Izanagi raised from out the waters the island 
of Awaji^ then the mountainous YamatOi rieli in frnita 
and with fine harbors ; then the others in sQOCseiaioily 
nutil the Empire of the eight gmat islands was com** 
pleted. The smaller i?landa wero then made, six in 
number; and the islets scattered here and there 
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formed themselves afterward, from the mixtnre of 
the sea-foam and the deposits of the rivers. 

The country thus created being desert and unin- 
habitable, Izanagi called into life eight millions of 
genii, who descended all at once on the archipelago 
and produced an abundance of vegetation. Besides 
these, he created the ten thousand things, out of 
which have come everything that can be found on 
the earth. 

On her part, the goddess Izanami created the genii 
of mines, of water, of aquatic plants, of alluvial soil, 
and of fire. When the work was done, the pair made 
their habitation there, and became the progenitors of 
the five dynasties of terrestrial deities, from whom, 
after another immeasurable lapse of time, are de- 
scended the races of men. Their oldest daughter, the 
goddess of the sun, is still adored in Japan, even by 
the rationalistic sects. 

The youngest son of the last terrestrial god of the 
fifth dynasty, named Jimmu, subjected all the ad- 
jacent islands to his sovereignty, at the age of forty- 
five, and united them in a single empire. He was the 
founder of the dynasty of the Mikados, and is like- 
wise worshipped at this day under the name of '^ the 
glorified ruler of the heavens." The date of his ac- 
cession to the imperial rule, as given by the Japanese 
historians, corresponds to the year 660 before the 
Christian era. This is the point where their human 
history commences, although, for many centuries 
later, it retains a fabulous character. The very cir- 
cumstance that the Japanese cite their early mythol- 
ogy as an evidence that they are not related to the 
16 
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Chineee, or any other neighboring people, aeems to 
indicate that portions of it may ha^e been invented 
for that special purpose. 

Nevertheless^ it seems very probable that the civili- 
zation of the Japanese, lu its essential charaeterietiee, 
had an independent origin^ and that itB earliest seat 
was in the central part of the great island of Kippoo, 
near where the cities of Kioto and Osaka now stand. 
The worship of the Kamisj or ancestral deini-go<Js 
(which must not be confounded with the reverence 
paid in China to the ancestorg of families), existed in 
Japan as long ago aa tradition reaches, and it pos- 
sesses some featnrcB which are found in the religions 
observances of no other race. There are chapels dedi- 
e&tei to the several kamis in all parts of the empire ; 
bnt they are most numerous and oelebrated in the 
southern islands. 

These chapels are called Miyas. They are always 
built in the moat picturesque localities, and eepeciallj 
where tliere is a grove of high trees* Sometimes 
splendid avenue of pines or cedars conducts to the 
cred place, which is always approached through oni 
or more detached portals, called k^rits^ like the pylt 
of the Egyptian temples. The chapel is nsnally 
Tipotia hill, natural or artificial, buttreesed with Cyclo»J 
peau watls^ and with a massive stone stairway leadis 
to the top. At the foot of the stairs there is a i 
building containing a tank of water for ablutions. 

The chapel itself is usually sinall^ and very sitopld 
hi its plan, much resembllns^ the native dwellii 
hfitise. Three aides are closed, and one is open to i 
md air* The wood-work is kept scrupaloiisly ok 
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and the floor is covered with the finest matting. The 
altar, which stands alone in the centre, is ornamented 
with a plain disk of metal, bat no statues or symboli- 
cal figures are to be seen, and very rarely emblems 
of any kind. Nevertheless, there are sometimes 
stationed, at the head of the stau'case, outside of the 
chapel, sitting figures resembling dogs and unicorns, 
which are said to represent the elements of water and 
fire. The interior is generally hung with strips or 
ribbons of colored paper, the exact significance of 
which is not yet clearly understood. 

The chapels are also ornamented, by their pious 
votaries, with colored lanterns, vases of perfume, and 
of flowers or evergreen branches, which are renewed 
as fast as they wither. At the foot of the altar there 
is a heavy chest with a metal grating, through which 
fall the pieces of money contributed : it is hardly nec- 
essary to say that the priest carries a key to the box I 

These miyaa were originally commemorative 
chapels, erected in honor of Japanese heroes, like 
that of Tell, by the Lake of the Four Forest Can- 
tons. The prince of the province which had given 
birth to the hero, or where his deeds had been per- 
formed, took upon himself the charge of keeping the 
chapel in repair ; there was no priest to officiate at 
the altar of the kami^ no privileged caste interposed 
between the adorer and the object of his worship. 
The act of adoration, in fact, performed before the 
mirror (representing that bequeathed by the goddess 
Izanami to her children), passed beyond the guardian 
spirit of the* chapel, and reached the supreme god 
above him. The chapel, therefore, was open to all. 
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the worghip was voluntary, and offered m the iodi- 
vidual might choose, no ceremonial being preecribed* 

With the introduction of Buddhism, however, an 
important change took place* The new faith was 
sufficiently incorporated with the old to transfer the 
chapelB to the special charge of pricBtg, and ta Intro* 
daee, in place of the volnntar}% formlesa worship of 
the people, a system of processions^ litanies, offer- 
ings, and even of miracle- working images. Indeed, 
almost the only difference between tliis system and 
the worship of the saints in Catholic countries lies 
in the circumBtance that the priests who officiate only 
put on their surplices for the occasion, and become 
secular again when they leave the chapel 

The ancient religion, hased on the natire mythol- 
ogy, is called Shinto, or the Way of the Oods. From 
the ninth to the nineteenth century the Riyobu, or 
mixed form of the Shinto religion, prevailed among 
the massea. At the emperor's court in Kioto^ the 
pnre rites of the old cult were always maintained. 
About one hnndi'ed years before the opening of 
Japan through modern treaties, a revival of pure 
Shinto began, which culminated in 1870, when man) 
of the old temples were purged of all Buddhist em*^ 
blems and furniture, and restored to their auatero 
simph'city. So far as Japan has any established reli- 
gion, it is Shinto, and the Mikado or emperor is it 
head. In 1838, there were in the empire 156 gran^ 
temples of state, 192^876 smaller temples or shrine 
served by 14,54S keepers* The Buddhist tempi 
usually larger and the centres of greater relt^o 
activity, numbered 71 ♦^TS, with 51,877 pnotts. 
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general, Shinto expresses the ancestral and patriotic 
side of the religion of the Japanese, while Buddhism 
satisfies more fully the cravings of the intellect and 
emotions. 

The most sacred Shinto shrines are in the proy- 
ince of Is^, to which devotees make pilgrimages. It 
was for entering one of these shrines with his boots 
on that even a Japanese cabinet minister lost his 
life. The Imperial Palace in Tokio has a sanctuary 
in which are kept the regalia and emblems of divine 
authority, the mirror, crystal ball, and sword. On 
issuing the Constitution of 1890, the Mikado first 
worshipped his ancestors, and then took the oath as 
follows : 

"We, the Successor to the throne of Our Pre- 
decessors, do humbly and solemnly swear to the Im- 
perial Founder of Our House and to Our other Im- 
perial Ancestors that, in pursuance of a great pol- 
icy co-extensive with the Heavens and the Earth, We 
shall maintain and secure from decline the ancient 
form of government. . . . May the Heavenly 
Spirits witness this Our Solemn Oath." 

The first article in the Constitution states that, 
"the Empire of Japan shall be reigned over and 
governed by a line of Emperors unbroken for ages 
eternal." Mr. Arinori Mori, formerly Japanese Min- 
ister at Washington and London, and at the time of 
his assassination by a fanatical Shintoist, the Mikado's 
Minister of Education, thus tersely describes the 
three religions of old Japan : 

The Buddhist believes in a future life, dependent 
^ cause and effect 
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The Confucian, in a present life, guided bj the 
reason of humanity. 

The Shintoist, in a past h'fe, and he lives in fear and 
reverence of the memories of the dead. 

All persecution of Christians ceased in 1872, since 
which time the disciples of Christ have steadily in- 
creased. Under the constitution (Article xxviii.) 
^^ Japanese subjects shall, within limits not prejudi- 
cial to peace and order, and not antagonistic to their 
duties as subjects, enjoy freedom of religious belief." 
The nomind Christian population of Japan now 
numbers half a million. With the Bible in the ver- 
nacular, and many of the ablest intellects of Japan 
won to the faith of Christ, the new spiritual force has 
already profoundly modified the native life and litera- 
ture. Christianity is now one of the recognized re- 
ligions of Nippon. 



CHAPTER XXm. 

THE LITEBABT AGE OF JAPAN 

JAPAN borrowed her letters, writing, literature, 
and much of her civilization from China. The 
first introduction of Chinese ideas is associated with 
Fuji-Tama, as the following story from Griffis's 
" Japanese Fairy World " shows : 

Of all the beaatifal objects in '^the land of the 
Iioly gods," as the Japanese call their country, none 
are more beautiful than Fuji Mountain and Lake 
Biwa. The one is a great cone of white snow, the 
other is a sheet of heaven-blue water in shape like a 
lute with four strings. 

Sweeping from twenty square leagues of space out 
of the plain and rising fourteen thousand feet in air, 
Fuji-San, or Fuji-Yama, casts its sunset shadow far 
out on the ocean, and from fourteen provinces gleams 
the splendor of its snowy crest. It sits like a king 
on his throne in the heart of Suruga Province. 

One hundred and thirty miles to the west, as the 
crane wings her flight, in the heart of Omi, is Biwa 
Ko, the Lake of the Lute. It is sixty miles long and 
as blue as the sky whose mirror it is. Along its 
banks rise white-walled castles and stretch mulberry 
plantations. On its bosom rise wooded islands, white, 
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but not with frost; for thouBands of herons nestle on 
the brancheB of the trees, like liliee on theii' stems. 
Dawn under the blue depths, saj the people, ia the 
Dragon shrine (Kin Gu), where dwell the dragon* 
helmed Kai Rm O, and hia consort, the ahell^rowned ^ 
Queen of the World Under the Sea* 

Why do the pilgrims from all over the Empire ex- 
claim joyfully, while climbing Fuji's cinder-beds and 
lava-bloeks, "lam a man of Omi?" Why, when 
quenching their thirst with the melted snow-water of 
Fuji crater, do they ci^* out *' I am drinking from 
Lake Biwa ? *' Why do the children clap their hands^ 
m tliey roll or sail over Biwa^a blue aurfaca, and aaj^ 
^* I am on top of Fiiji-Yama ? " 

To tlie&e queations the Japanese legends give no- 
swer : 

When rteaven and earth were first created, there 
was neither Lake of Biwa nor mountain of Foji. 
Sitruga and Oml wei-e both plains. Even for long 
after men inhabited Japan and the MIkadoa had 
ruled for centuries, there was neither earth so nigh to 
heaven nor water so close to the under- world as the 
peaks of Fuji and the bottom of Biwa- Men drove 
the plow and planted tlie rice over the very spot 
where crater and deepest depth now are. 

But one night in the ancient times there waa a ter^ 
rible earthquake. All the world shcxjk, the eloiida 
lowered to the earth, floods of water poured from llie 
sky, and a sound like the fighting of a myriad of , 
dragons filled the air. In tlie morning all was serette 
and calm. The sky waa blue. The eartli wis a* 
bright, and all was as ^^ wblto-faced^^^ aa wber 
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son goddess first came out from her hiding in the 
cave. 

The people of Omi awoke, scarce expecting to find 
either earth or heaven, when lo ! thej looked on what 
had yesterday been tilled land or barren moor, and 
there was a great sheet of blue. "Was it sky ? Had 
a sheet of the " blue field of heaven " fallen down ? 
"Was it the ocean ? They came near it, tasted it. It 
was fresh and sweet as a fountain-rill. They looked at 
it from the hill-tops, and, seeing its outline, called it 
" the lake of the four-stringed lute." Others, proud 
of their new possession, named it the Lake of Omi. 

Greater still was the surprise of the Suruga peo- 
ple. The sailors, far out at sea, rubbed their eyes 
and wondered at the strange shape of the towering 
white doud. Was it the Iwakura, the eternal throne 
of Heaven, come down to rest on earth out of the 
many piled white clouds of heaven ? Some thought 
they had lost their reckoning ; but were assured when 
they recognized familiar landmarks on shore. Many 
a cottager woke up to find his house, which lay in a 
valley the day before, was now far up on the slope, 
with the distant villages and the sea visible ; while 
far, far above shone the snowy head of a mountain, 
whose crown lay in the blue sky. At night the edges 
of the peak, like white fingers, seemed to pluck the 
stars from the Milky Way. 

"What shall we call this new-bom child of the 
gods?" said the people. And various names were 
proposed. 

" There is no other mMntim W beratifiil in all 
the earthj there's not its equal ?inv where \ tlicrefore 
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call it Ftiji (no two stich)^ the p^rless, the mstcli- 
less mountain/' eaid one, 

'^ It is flo tall» fio comely, so grand, call it Fnji (rich 
scholar, the lordly monntain)/' said another, 

'^ Call it Fuji (never dying, the immortal mauB^ 
tain)," said a third, 

"Call it, after the festal flower of joy, Fuji" 
(Wistaria), aaid another, as he decked the peak of his 
hat with the drooping clnsters of the tender hluB 
blossom. ** It looks blue and pnri>lc in the distanc©, 
just like the fnji flower/- Varions ae the meanings 
of the name were, they sonnded all alike to the ear. 
So, without any quarrelling, all agreed to call it Fnji 
and each to chooso hia own meaning* To this day» 
though many a learned dispute and the scratching of 
the written character on the sand with walking-stick, 
or on paper with pencil^ or on the palm of the hand 
with forefinger takes place, all pronounce the name 
alike as they rave on the beauties of Fuji-Yama, 

So went forth into the conntries bounding ** the 
fonr seas*' the belief that there was a white moun* 
tain of perfect form in Japan, and that whoever as- 
cended it would live longhand even attain immortality ; 
and that somewhere on the mountain was hidden ttte 
elixir of immortality, which if anyone drank he wonld 
live forever. Now, in one of tlie kingdoms of far-off 
Oliina there lived a rich old king, who had abundanoo 
of treaaaroB, health, and many children. But he did 
not wish to die, and, hence, spent his days in stndy- 
ing the lore and arts of the alchemists, who believed 
they wonld finally attain to the transmutation of lead 
into gold, Sod the universal solvent of all things, iho 
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philosopher's etone, the elixir of life, and all the 

wondrous secrets which men in Europe long after- 
ward labored to discover. 

Among the king^s sages was one old man of mighty 
wisdom HT who had heard of the immortal mountain of 
Japan ^ and, learning of the manner of its appearance, 
concluded that the Japan Archipelago contained the 
Fortunate Isles and in it was the true elixir of life. 
He divulged his secret to the king, and advised him 
to make the journey to the Land of the Kising Sun. 

Overjoyed at the good news and the faithfulness of 
his loyal sage, the king loaded him with gifts and 
honors. He selected five Imndred of the most beauti- 
ful youths and virgins of his kingdom, and, fitting 
out a fleet, sailed away to the Happy Isles of the 
East Coasting along the shore un tilth ey recognized 
the glorious form of the monntainj Fuji, they landed 
and began the ascent* Alas ! for the poor king* 
The rough sea and severe storms had worn on his 
aged frame, and the fatigues of the ascent were so 
great, that before reaching tlie top he fainted away, 
and before the head of the procession had set foot on 
tiie crater edge the monarch was dead. Sadly they 
gave up the searcli for the elixir of life, and, descend- 
ing the mountain, buried their master in the Province 
of Kii, Then, in their exuberance of youth and joy, 
thinking little of the far future and wishing to enjoy 
the present, they separated in couples, married, and, 
disposing of their ship and cargo, settled in the coun- 
try, and colonized the eastern part of Japan. 

Long afterward, when Buddhist believers came to 
JapaD, one of them, climbing Fuji, noticed that 
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aroiiDd its surilcen crater were eight peaks, like the 
petals of their sacred lotus flower. Thus, it seemed 
to theiiij Great Buddha had honored Japan, bj be- 
stowing the sacred symbol of Nirvana, or Haaven^ 
on the proudest and highest part of Japan* So tbey 
also named it Fiiji^ ^' the sacred mountain ; ^^ and la 
this day all the world calls this sacred mountain 
Fuji-San, or Fnji-Y^ama, while the Japanese people 
believe that the earth which sunk in Omi is tlje same 
which, piled to the clouds, is the lordly moantalu 
of Suruga, 



It was through these Chinese pilgrims^ seeking the 
elixir of life, that the Japanese received their first 
accounts of China* The Mikado, however, was curi- 
ous to learn something more than the information 
which reached him in this way. Qe thereupon sea| 
an ambassador to the ruler of the Middle Kingdc 
to beg of him a copy of the annals of his court. His 
request was not only granted, but the Chinese Em- 
peror sent some literary men with the volumeSi 
translate and interpret them to the Mikado* In tac 
ceeding centuries the Chinese language was lnught 
in Kioto, the relations between the two sovereigns 
became more intimate, and it was M^on faBhionablc at 
the court of the Mikado to make use of the Chinese 
characters for the noble and lapidary atyles, as well 
as to quote passages from the classics and to compoee 
lyric poems in the manner of those of the Flowery 
Kingdom. 

China thus exercised upon Japan a literary inflii* 
tnce which may be roughly compared with that of 
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the Hellenic coltore upon Europe. It is said that 
when the heroic Japanese Empress Jingu conquered 
C!orea she brought away a great collection of Chi- 
nese literary works, books of the Buddhist writers, 
treatises on medicine, and new instruments of music. 
These were considered the most precious trophies of 
the expedition. 

Their admiration for the arts and letters of China, 
however, never led the Japanese to esteem her peo- 
ple very highly. They continued to import Corean, 
and even Chinese teachers of the language, of music, 
morals, and philosophy, but the latter occupied a 
position among them somewhat like that of the 
Greek Sophists among the old Eomans. The studi- 
ous, pacific, and mercantile character of the men of 
Nanking was rather a subject for contempt with the 
chivalrous and warlike Nipponese. 

Thus the Japanese literature, although developed 
under the influence of Chinese models, succeeded in 
preserving a certain originality. Nevertheless, as it 
was imprisoned at the court of Kioto in the forms of 
a conventional society, it was obliged to move inces- 
santly in the round of prescribed subjects, and to seek 
a perfection of style in the strict observance of aca- 
demic rules. The authors composed terse distiches, 
as laboriouly produced as the dwarf trees ; they at- 
tempted to describe the ocean in a couplet. 

The native engravers have preserved for us the 
features of the writers who excelled in this species 
of performances. Their portraits are always accom- 
panied with the subjects of their poetic masterpieces. 
fie who sang of the sea is invariably represented as 
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BqoEtting OB the aand ; another is lost in the contetn- 
platioo of a jleuT'de-lis; a third has a branch of 
peach bloBBotuB ; and there are poets of rice, of the 
batterfljj of the tnaple tree, of the crane^ the moon, 
and oysters ! We even meet with a young gentleman 
who has been carried down to poeterity by a sole- 
ckm. His father, eager to avenge the honor of bis 
family in regard to purity of style^ is drawn ae beat- 
ing o^er the head wicli a cushion the penitent son, 
who kneeb before him. 

There are some iQcalttiea which areepecially famous 
in the annals of Japanese poetry, snch as Monnt 
Kamo, where the great Sbo-inei cotn posed his book 
of odes beside a torrent^ listening to the grassbop- 
pars; and^ near Tokio, a monastery, where the prince 
of Odawara fonnd refuge on a stormy night* and, on 
leaving the next morning, gave the prior a poetn in- 
spired by his adventure^ — which poem made the for- 
tune of the monastery. 

The literary intercourse with China continued for 
centuries. The growth of the Japanese in literftrj 
taste and in elegance of style was recognized by Iheir 
neighbors, and in a.d* 815 the Chinese eon temper- 
rary of Charlemagne and llaroun EI-Raschfd sent an 
ambassador to the Mikado, for no other purpise than 
to offer him a poem. 

The caltivation of the poetic art, at that time, wns 
carried to the pitch of heroism by a noble maiden of 
the court of Miako. Tlie beantif ul Ono no KomstsQ 
is usnaliy represented in her portraits as knoeling 
before a wash-basin, and carefully washing from this 
page thu linofi she has just written. Iler paasiati for 
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the perfection of style waB so strong that she ne^er 
knew any other, 

Altliough admired for her talent, slie became the 
object of jealousy, and, being defenceless against the 
hostility of the conrt fops, whose advances she had 
repelled^ she fell into disgrace, and was reduced to 
the lowest stage of misery. For many a long year 
she wandered from village to village, through the 
fields of Nippon, a solitary woman, walking barefoot, 
leaning on a pilgrim's staff, and carrying in her left 
hand a basket, wherein were rolls of mann script and 
some scanty nourishment. Locks of white hair fell 
from under the broad straw hat which shaded her 
lean and wriakled face* When this i>oor woman had 
taken her seat in the tbreabold of some temple^ the 
children of the town gathered around her, attracted 
by her sweet smile and the fire which still gleamed 
in her eyes. She then taught them to repeat verses 
which celebrated the beauties of the creation. Or 
sometimeB a studious monk would respectfully ap- 
proach her, and solicit the favor of one of her mann- 
Bcript poems for his collection, 

The Japanese people preserve to this day, with an 
almost religious veneration, the memory of One no 
Koraatstij the wonderful woman, the inspired virgin, 
unassuming and severe toward herself iu the lap of 
fortune, but gentle, patient, fervently devoted to her 
ideal, even in extreme age and the deepest adversity. 
She is the most popular figure in the poetic pantheon 
of the old empire of the Mikadoe. 

The great literary age of Japan is said to liave 
eomnienced with the reign of Ten-chi, the thirty* 
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ninth Mikado, who lived in the Utter half of die 
seventh century. ThiD prince took upon himaelf the 
tai»k uf purifying the national idiom, and the serrioes 
whicli he rendered in tliis respect, aa well byhia writ- 
in^A an by his institutions of edacation, have placed 
him at tlie head of the hundred poets of the aodent 
dialect which in calleil the language of Vamato, from 
the name of the classic province of Nippon-— corre* 
8[K>ndini: to the Attica of Greece. The moet impor- 
tant literary productions of the eighth oentury are, 
the *' lt«Nik of Antiquities ; ^ '^ Descriptions of all the 
IVuvinccs (»f Japan r^ tlie '' Kojiki, the Bible of the 
Shinto Ucligion :'* the ^^ Nihon^i, or Annals of the 
Empire,'* a collection of natural legends; the first 
groHt " Collection of a Myriad Leaves ^ of poetry ; 
the *' Book of the Usages of the Mikado;*' and a 
Universal Encyclo{>aHiia, in imitation of the maater- 
pieces of erudition and imagination in this line al- 
ready |>ossesscd by Uhina. 

From the eighth to the twelfth century the chief 
work of the literary men waste commit to writing the 
national traditions, ix»om8, ritual, laws, and customa. 
Tlic stream of literature flowed in two channels. His- 
tory, science, and law were written in classic Chinese. 
while ]>oetry, romancct^, sentimental travels, and belles- 
lettres were composed in the native idiom. It is a 
remarkable fact that most of the works in pure litera- 
ture, which form the Japanese classics, are the work 
of women. The middle ages, from the time of the 
establisliment of Kioto as the capital to the founding 
of Ivamakura, is the golden age of Japanese litera- 
ture, and the standards of the language are from the 
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pens of women. These compri&e uta^ or poems of 

tbirt}'-one jayllables admitting no foreign word ; nwno- 
^tij^irij or romances; ^i*A/, or niisceilanies; and mi^', 
or diaries. In his '^ Classical Poetrj of the Japanese," 
Professor Basil Hall Chamberlain has given \\% many 
specimens in English of these ancient and mediaeval 
poems, as in his other works he has pointed out the 
peculiarities of the Japanese language. It is rarely 
that one finds, even in poetry, a direct impersonation 
of an abstraet idea such as continnatly color and vi- 
talize our own thoughts and modes of e^cpression ; yet 
here is one from an anonymous poet, 

'* OM Aga ifl not a Mend I wiih to meet, 
And if aome day to see me he should come, 
rd look the door aa he walked up the street^ 
And crji * Hoat honored sir 1 Fm not at home/ " 

Oldest and most appreciated of the romances are 
**The Bamboo -cutter's Rom ance,'' composed in the 
tenth, and t!ie *' Genji Monogatari" in the eleventh, 
century. Both have been put into English, The first 
tells of a tiny maiden from the moon, found in a joint 
of bamboo by a peaaant Eesplendent and lovely, she 
not only defies noble lords, to whom she aasigna impos- 
sible tasks, but even tlie Mikado falls in love witli her. 
Deapite an army of two thousand brave archers posted 
around the bamboo-cutter's hut to prevent her fliglit, 
she escapes in her father's clisriot to the moon, weary 
of this world. She leaves behind her the elixir of 
life which the Mikado orders to be burnt on Fuji-San, 
which thenceforth is called Fuji-San, the immortal 
mountain. The Genji romaocej now the aclvonwl- 
17 
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edged standard of tlie language, was compoeed a.d, 
1004 hy a eourt lady, to satisfy the desire of tlie dow- 
ager empress for a novel, or freeh and eiitertdnitig, 
literature. Lifting the curtain from the old court life 
in KiotOy Muraehi^ the lady author, shows ua ** their 
poetastering, their amorous intrigueflj . . , tJieir 
interminable mootj-gaziiigs and performances oti the 
Siite, and even minute deseriptione of their draseea 
and of the parties they gave." 

During the long civil ware of the middle ages litUe 
that is noteworthy in literature was produced, bat 
when peace was secured by lyeyas, and Yedo wa 
founded, a revival both of learning and of autliorsliii 
began ; the literature of knowledge was cnltivat 
under the patronage of iheShogun; but in Mito, 
Eehizen, Kioto, and other places was produced the 
literature of power, which moves men's uiindSp Hib* 
tory, poetry, archaeology, the ancient language^ tlie 
Shinto religion, commentarieSj the Chinese claBsies, 
tranalations from the Dutch, and even dramatic wrii- 
ingg, made men think, reflect, and criticise. It was the 
study of the literature produced chiefly by the Shirttu 
scholars and the historical writers that formed the 
public opinion which fitially overthrew the 81i0-gitii 
and tlie Yedo government, that abolished fendaJi^iB 
and prepared Japan for the revolutions thai liai 
made her enter into Christendom. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



JAPAKESE EXPLOITS ABEQAB 



TRE Japanese have not been content witli remain- 
ing shut up on their own island b. Even when 
scarcely known to the European world to have an 
existence, their adventurous sailors roamed the eeaa. 
The early Japanese literature is full of references to 
her priestg^ pirates, merchantSj and envoys, who in 
distant lands of China, Tonquin, Siam, India, and the 
Malay Archipelago told of the glories of the Mikado^ 
Corea, however, was the special field of Japan ee© 
military activity. The reputed conquest of this 
peninsnlar kingdom, and the story of the doughty 
deeds of the Amazonian Queen Jingii, do not, indeed, 
satisfy the requirements of modern criticism. Nev- 
ertheless, these alleged events have not only pro- 
foundedty colored the romantic and so-called histori- 
cal literature of the Japanese^ but have also shaped 
the ideals, and even the serious politics, of the na- 
tion* 

In ** Japanese Fairy World," we have the legends, 
expressed in an English form, wliieb also show 
ho%v fruitfully tliej liave touched the national im- 
agination^ and have found expression in the native 
art* 
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THE JEWELS OF THE KHBIKO ANB THE FLOWIHQ TmS, 



Chittai wafi the fourteenth Mikado of the Land of 
the Gode (Japan). His wife, the Empreea, was uatiied 
Jingu, or God -like Exploit, She was a wise and dis- 
creet lad J, and assisted her husband to govern hia 
dominions. When a great rebellion broke out in t!ie 
Boiith island called Kiu&hiu, the Mikado marched his 
army against the rebels. The Empress went with him 
and li%'ed in the camp. One nigh I, as she laj asleep 
in her tent, she dreamed that a heavenly being ap- 
peared to her and told her of a wonderful land in the 
west, full of gold, silver, jewels, silks, and precious 
atones. The heavenly messenger told her if abe 
would invade this country she would succeed, and all 
ila spoil would be hers^ for herself and Japan. 

"Conquer Corea!" said the radiant being, as slie 
floated away on a purple cloud. 

In the morning the Empress told her hnebatid of 
her di'eam^ and advised iiim to set out to invade the 
rich land. But he paid no attention to her When 
ahe insisted, in order to satisfy lier^ he climbed up ft 
high mountain, and looking far away toward Ibe 
Betting BUD, saw no land thither, not even mountain 
peaks. So, believing that there was no country in 
that direction, he descended, and angrily refused ta 
set out on the expedition. Shortly after^ in a battle 
with the rebels^ the Mikado was shot dead witli an 
arrow. 

The generals and eaptaina of the boat then c 
clared tbeir loyalty to the Empress as the dole r 
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of Japan, She, dow having tlie power, resolved to 
carry out her darling plan of invading Corea. She 
invoked all the kmni or gode together, from the 
mountainSj rivers, and plains, to get their advice and 
help* All came at her calL The kami of the inonn- 
taiuB gave her timber and iron for her ships ; the 
kami of the fields presented rice and grain for pro- 
visions ; the kami of the grasses gave her hemp for 
cordage ; and the kami of the winds promified to 
open hiB bag and let out his breezes to fill her sails 
toward Corea. All came except Isors, the kami of 
the sea-shora Again she called for him and sat up 
waiting all night with torches burning, invoking him 
to appear. 

Now, leora was a lazy feiloWj always slovenly and 
ill -dressed, and when ut last he did come, instead of 
appearing in state in splendid robes, he rose right 
out of the sea-bottom, covered with mud and slune, 
with shells sticking all over him and sea-weed cling- 
ing to his hair. He gruffly asked what the Empress 
wanted. 

" Go down to Riu 6u and beg his Majesty Kai 
Kiu O, the Dragon King of the World under the 
Sea, to give me the two jewels of the tideSj" said the 
imperial lady. 

Now, among the treasures in tlie palace of the 
Dragon King of the World under the Sea were two 
jewels having wondrous power over the tides. They 
were about as large as apples, but shaped like apri- 
cots, with three rings cut near the top. They seemed 
to be of crystal, and glistened und sliot out dazzling 
rays like fire. Indeed, tliev at*nt ^irnJ !.ti Net-tJn* and 
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glow like the ejc of a dragon, or the wMte-hot steel 
of the sword- forger< One was called the Jewel of 
the FIood'Tid0j and the other the Jewel of the Ebb- 
Tide* Whoever owned them bad the power to make 
the tides instantly rise or fall at his word, to make 
the dry land appear^ or the eea overwhelna it, io the 
fillip of a finger. 

Isora dived with a dreadful splagh, down, down to 
Riu Gn, and Btraightway presented himself before 
Kai Riu O, In the name of the £ni press he be^fged 
for the two tidejewela. 

The Dragon King agreed^ and producing the flam- 
ing globes from his casket^ placed them on a hngo 
Bhell and handed them to Isora, wlio brought the 
jewels to Jingn^ who placed them in her girdle. 

The Empresfl now prepaied her fleet for Corean 
invasion. Three thousand barges were built juid 
launched, and two old Kami with long gtreamirig 
gray hair and wrinkled faces ^ were made admirals. 
Their names were Suwa Daimio Jin (Great Illii&tri- 
ona^ Spirit of Suwa) and Suiniyoghi^ Daimio Jin, tlie 
karai who lives under the old pine-tree at Takaaago, 
and presides over nuptial eere monies. 

The fleet sailed in the tenth month. Tlie hilk of 
Hizen soon began to sink below the horizon, hot no 
iooner were they out of siglit of land than a great 
fltorm arose* The ships tossed about, and b^ati to 
butt each other like bulls, and it seemed as though 
the fleet would be driven back ; when lo t Kai Riu 
O sent ahoak of huge sea-monsters and imineneo 
fishes that bore up tlie ships and pushed their ateraa 
forward with their great snouta. The sbachihako^ 
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or dragon-fiehes, taking the ship's cables in their 
months, towed them forward until the starm ceased 
aod the oceati was calm. Then they plunged down- 
ward into the sea and disappeared. 

The mountains of Corea now rose in sight Along 
the shore were gathered the Corean army. Their 
triangular fringed banners^ inscribed with dragons, 
flapped in the breeze. As soon as their sentinels 
caught sight of the Japanese fleet, the signal was 
given^ and the Corean line of war-galleys moved 
gayly out to attatik tlie Japanese, 

The Empress posted her arcliers in the bows of her 
ships and waited for the enemy to approach. When 
they were within a few hundred sword -lengths, she 
took from her girdle the Jewel of the Ebbing-Tide 
and east the flashing gem into the sea. It blazed in 
the air for a moment, but no sooner did it touch the 
water than instantly the ocean receded from under 
the Corean vessels, and left them stranded on dry 
land. The Coreans, thinking it was a tidal wave^ 
and tliat the Japanese ships were likewise helpless in 
the undertow, leaped out of their galleys and rushed 
over the sand, and on to the attack* With shouting 
and drawn swords their aspect was terrible. When 
within range of the arrows, the Japanese bowmen 
opened volleys of double-headed, or triple pronged 
arrows on the Coreans, and killed hundreds* 

But on they rushed, until near the Japanese ships, 
when the Empress, taking out the Flood-Tide Jewel, 
cast it in the sea. In a snap of the finger, the ocean 
rolled up into a wave many tens of feet high and en- 
gulfed tho Corean army, drowning them almost to 
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E man. Only a few were left out of the ten tiiott- 
Band. The warriors in their iron armor sank dead in 
the boiling waves, or were cast along the shore like 
logs* The Japanese armj landed safelj, and easily 
conquered the country. The King of Corea surren- 
dered and gave hia bales of silk, jewels, mirrorB^ books, 
pictures, robes* tiger gkiii% and treasures of gold and 
silver to the Empress. The booty was loaded on 
eighty ships, and the Japanese army retnmed in 
triumph to their native country* 
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CHAPTER XXV, 

A JAUNT IN EOHIZIN 

OF tliQ many travellers who have written their 
experiences in JapaDj comparatively few have 
been beyond the great range of mountaine which di- 
vides Hondo into two great slopesj with differing 
climates. In the southwest, the groups of provinces 
answering to onr '* Eastern," '' Middle," or "Western '* 
States, are distinguished as groups which bear the 
nameSj Mountain-shad e^ and Mountain Siio-side cir- 
cuit or region. Indeed, all of the nine divisions of 
Japan are either "sea" or '* mountain" roads or 
regions. 

The Province of Echizeti is in the North Land Cir- 
cuit. It has the large bay and harbor of Tsuruga, 
one of the few of either of these features on the west 
coast of Hondoj and the best of alL It was formerly 
the landing-place of many Coreans and other immi- 
grants from the Asian continent In some respects 
it was like the old " Saxon Shore ^' in Eastern Eng- 
land. It is now the terminua of the railway from 
Kioto, About twenty miles from Tsarnga ia the 
city of Fnkui, the name of which meana Happy 
WdU or Well of Blessing. Hero, for centuries, was 
the seat of the daimioii of Kchizen^ witli their castle 
and artaed retaiaei^. the first to lead in lib- 




oral th ought y and the renavation of Japan through 
Western civilization, was Matsndaira^ lord of Kehis^n. 
In 1862j as the Tycoon *s pritue miniiter, heabolialied 
the custom of the daimios^ forced residence in Tedo, 
As soon as the civil war of 1S68 was over, he ia* 
vited to hie province, to organize public schools on 
the American principle, the author of *- The Mikado's 
Empire." In this book, under the form of history^ 
and in '^ Honda the Samurai," under the guise of fio- 
tion, the latter has pictured life in a daiinio^s capital 
nnder tlie feudal B^'stem, and described the al>diai- 
tion of the lord of Echizen, October 1, 1871. From 
that time forth, all the clansmen who had served di- 
rectly nnder their feudal lord became unconditiaii&l 
servants of the Mikado, their loyalty becoming pmt- 
riotism, their only kuni (conntry) being no longer 
EcUzeBi but Nippon. 

While in Fukui, the American teacher was invited 
to visit the manufactory in which paper waa lu&da 
for the Imperial currency, or Mn-satsu. The Japanese 
have understood for ages the art of paper money^ ftnd 
tmtil 1872, the various daimios issued paper promises 
to pay. These stiff cards, of all shapes, smm^ Tallies, 
and atyle of decoration, were usually wortfaJeas be- 
yond the province frontier. Hence the traveller 
must change his money vexationsly often* Ail these 
have Jong since been called in and burnt by the Im* 
perial Government, which issues instead, ros 
milled, and beautifully stamped coins from tlte 
at Osaka. Besides gold, silver, copper, and 
money, the notes of the national banka, m 
organized on the American systemi and u 



I 



A JAUNT m MVHIZEir 



257 



per currencj issued bj the Government, aod adorned 
with symbols from native mythology and pictures 
from JapaueBe liistory, furnish cheaply the mediums 
of exchange to tlie people. Instead of the twenty- 
three kinds of paper notes and forty-nine styles of 
coinage in circulation in 1867, there ia now a win- 
form money standard. 

The paper manufacturer lived at Aotabi (Green 
Nook)^ about ten miles from Fukui. He sent an in- 
vitation to come and pay a visit to his " wretched hut," 
as Japanese etiquette compelled him to call bis house. 

On one of the rare days in June, 1871 — the 
month when the young rice sprouts, and the silk- 
worm weaves his shroud and resurrection robes, a 
party of three horsemen — the American, hie inter- 
preter, and a mounted samurai as guard — sallied out of 
the city gates of Fukui, bound for the village which 
had never before been disturbed by a " blue - eyed 
foreigner." The great plain in which the city lies 
is about twenty miles long, from two to eight wide, 
walled in by chains of mountains. It is renowned 
not only for thrilling history, but also for its wealth 
of tea, silk, and paper. Its hill-slopes are ever green 
with the dark enamel of the fragrant leaf, and in the 
flowering season are nebulous with the pale white of 
tea-blofisoms. Hidden away in groves of bamboo and 
cedars, nestles many a village of simple farmer folk, 
or busy paper-makers, or silk-rearers. The rice of 
this province has no mean fame, and Echizen paper 
ia sought throughout the Empire by all writers, from 
clerk to cleric, and from the t"^c^Aa-arians to the 
finiabed literati 
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The village of Aotabi receives its B&me, saj tlie 
native antiquaries, because Aotabi^ one of tbe Mika- 
does eons, lived here early in the eixth century. Kei- 
tai Tenno, the twenty-eighth Mikado, who feigned 
from A.D. 507 to 551^ made this little village hfg resi- 
dence before greatness was thrust upon him. Even as 
far back as the eighth century, Corcan envoys %rere 
brought here to admire the beautiful paper made io 
the village. 

Our ride over the plain was devoid of incidentg^ 
until we came to a little Btream crossing tbe higl 
road, beside which was the execution-ground* The ' 
blood-pit was stained with a red pool that glittered 
in the sunlight, and on a pole close to the road w&g 
nailed, with an iron strap and three naila driven into 
the skull to keep tlie face upright, the bead of % 
counterfeiter. By BpHtting open tbe thick card- 
money and pasting false backs on the good ball 
the penman, who thoagh clever could not escmf 
detection, was able for a few weeks to make fifty per 
cent, profits by bis fraud and added skilL A notice* 
board affixed to the pole explained tersely tbe grin* 
facts. My interpreter translated it for mje, and wc 
rode oo. 

We reached our destination at four o'clock tm^ 
Our coming had been heralded by the cook sent 
ahead in the morning, and the whole village was in 
waiting to see its first foreign visitor. Aooording ( 
custom, the village officials came out beyond Uil 
gates to receive and welcome us. Falling on tlieir 
hands and knees, they bowed their hands to the 
ground, and bade us welcome. As we rode up tli6 
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Yitlflge street the people, learing off feeding ailk- 
wormsj reeling eilkj bowing cotton, or niakuig paper, 
stood or knelt to have a good etare at their visi* 
tore. An American scarcely relishes the picture of 
hundreds of people on their kneea before him, I 
have been in villages wliere the women and chil- 
dren knelt with damped hands, as if in prajer, so 
great waa their reverence to the officers or servants 
of their prince. 

The village street was lined with hundreds of 
boards set upright, upon which sheets of freehlj- 
made paper were drying, and with mats upon which 
bushels of cocoons of silk were piled, ready for reel- 
ing. Before the honae of the merchant who was to 
be our host the dense crowd parted, and we dis- 
mounted. Only a few of the too curious came near 
to see the color of his eyes and hair, and to try to 
understand some of the chattering of the foreigner. 

I extended my hand to mine host, who looked at 
it, and then turned with an imploring glance of in- 
terrogation to my interpreter for information as to 
what sue)) a manoBuvre niit^ht mean. Handshaking 
being unknown, and vay host being too polite to sup- 
pose that his guest wanted to borrow cash, tooth- 
picks, or a handkerchief, he finally understood that 
he was to put his hand into mine. Accordingly, hie 
limp left hand was laid unresistingly in the right 
hand of the foreigner. Involuntarily, his digits were 
shaken for him and gently returned, uninjured. 
Whereupon, thinking it was the best joke in the 
world, he burst out laughing, and the ice of con- 
straint melted into a flood of Bociability, 
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In five minutes the horseB were lo their Btalls, 
being rabbed with wisps of etraw preparatory U 
their dinner of beans, while their masters were h 
Id Bide to &D ample airy room in the rear of Ike 
hotiee, outlooking upon a garden of dwarf -maple and 
pines, hydrangeas, a^ialeae, giant white lilies, and 
mimio mountains and hills, down whieh a waterfall^ 
after waking tiny thunders, leaped over silvery peb- 
bles into a pond gleaming with gold*fish and gajj 
with turtles. A rockery, with grotto and miniatiit 
preeipiceSj lent mimic wildness to the scene* Above 
us, towering far aloft, was the grassy bosom of the 
monotaiui ^^ Sun-field,'^ on which the village lay. 

Before we had entered the house our aalutations 
and congratulations were suflSciently profuse, accord- 
ing to my western ideas, but these I found were 
merely preliminary to the grand ceremonies* IS' a 
sooner were we fairly in tlie room in which w© wet 
to rest, than there ensued a scene of frightfol poUta^i 
ness. Mine host and Mijoshi^ the samurai, after 
confronting each other, as if by a signaU dmpped 
suddenly on their hands and knees. For a moment 
nothing is visible but a polished scalp on its way to 
the matting. Bump! went both heads upon tlie 
floor ; up they bob, down on the floor again, then up, 
then down again^ until bows, bobs, and bumps nani- 
ber four each, sucking in their breath violently ea 
time. Mine host having finislied, Miyoslji turnii ^ 
Iwabuchi, my interpreter* who spreads out his rol 
like Caesar^ and manfully passes through the orfc 
I now find out why the JapRuese have no hair on 
their foreheads* Having fluished the most serious 
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basioesB of the day, tliej sit down on llieir heele, 
spread out tbeir broad troueere, poll out their fans, 
and ply them vigorously. 

Ceremony being over^ pipes are pulled out and 
filled. A pretty little girl of about thirteen, dressed 
in a gay robe of summer fabric, of the Japanese 
Dolly Varderi pattern, with a crimson eilk gir- 
dle around tier waists and her hair dressed npon a 
ring or pad of crinkled blue crape, trips in with a 
tobaccQ-hofi^ or gold -lacquered fire-box, and kneeling 
down^ bows her head on her prone palms, and then 
springs nimbly up, to reappear with baby cups of tea 
and a little stand contain iug candies, laid on ptire 
white paper. 

Our host is fat, jollyj and chatty. His ancestors 
have lived in the same village and followed the same 
business for six hundred years. Parts of the present 
dwelling are three bond red years old* The mam- 
moth tree that shades bis house was full-grown when 
his forefathers arrived. In one wing of the house is 
the family oratory, in which is the family slirine, and 
in which the ancestral relics are kept* Would we 
like to see it? We should. We cross over a long 
verandah ike passage and enter the room, which is 
about thirty feet long aod ten feet wide. At one 
end is the gorgeous altar and image of Aniida, the 
chief of the Buddhist pantheon, on which are written 
in gold letters, on a black lacquered ground, the 
names of my host's forefathers. Some of tliem are 
dim and black with the stains of centuries. Beneath 
the main altar ie another image of Buddha in Nir* 
V ana— on a lotos fiower — ^and before it are the *' bell. 
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book, and candle " used in daily worship. In a por- 
celain bowl of ashes, stand glowing bnndles of fra- 
grant wood, irreverently etjled ^^joee sticks*^ by tii6 
infidel, which waft little elonds of incense before 
great Buddha* From a cabinet to the right, my 
host takes out, one after another, autograph albums^ 
with the handwriting of emperors, warriors, §]j5- 
gnns^ court nobles of Kioto^ arid the poetry of Jap* 
anese sages. Sword e^ pei'f nine - boxesj girdles, writ* 
ing^boxeSi etc^ presented by niikados and sho^-gniie, 
were exhibited in rich profusion. After a delightful 
hour spent among these family relics, condderably 
of greater antiqnity tlian those which petroleum no* 
bility con Id show, we walked out to see our kodl*i 
paper factory. 

On the other side of the honse from the garden, m 
the large yard, sat a dossen boys and girls on their 
heels, with a pile of twigs and houghs of the paper* 
mulberry tree {Broussmisim pa>pyrifcra\ from which 
the great bulk of Japanese paper is made^ aud with 
which the hill and monntain-aides of the village were 
covered. The papcr^mul berry growe to be from ux 
to eight feet high* The boughs, after being cut, are 
dried and then macerated in water, nntil the outer 
greet! bark can be stripped from the inner white itieiu- 
brane. Engaged in this latter work, under a aeriee 
of sheds^ and bending ov^er a stream of slowly-runiiiiig 
water, were several dozen girls and women* who, by 
alternate picking and washing, separated the dark and 
brittle outer bark from the white elastic h- ' inner 

membrane* Much time and patience weiL .;-,j,.;red U^ 
do this completclyf and tlien the btan 
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white strips were boiled ti Mtil soft in a lye made from 
ashea of rice straw. Wa next passed into a room 
where the boiled and 6<'ftened bark was brought to 
two iDuecolar fellows, who were dressed only in their 
loin-cloths, and who sat before large flat Btones. With 
heavy wooden clubs thej beat the bark nearly to a 
pulp. In another room was a in an grinding boiled 
rice J and a girl mixing it with a decoction of bark 
from another tree, something like slippery- clni, un- 
til a shinjj glutinous niixttire, evidently intended as 
a size, was prepared. This size and the mass just 
taken from the beaters were thrown into the pulp* vat, 
which was about four feet long, three wide, and two 
high- 

At each of thefie vats, on the most common seat Id 
Japan, the heels or ankles, sat a girl vigorously stir- 
ring the pulp, using a single bamboo stick for an agi- 
tator. Wlien she judged it to be of the proper con- 
siatency, she took a square piece of fine nmttingj made 
of parallel fibres of bamboo, sat in a light square 
frame of wood, on whicti folded a *' fly '^ like that of 
a printing-press. The closeness of the bamboo fibres 
answered the purpose of our wire-frames* Dipping 
this by a sliding motion into the vat, she draws up a 
sheet of the pulpj and after waiting for it to drain, 
during which time her nimble fingers picked out any 
impurities or lumps, she throws back the fly, wliieh 
is furnished with a raised edge, and spreads the sheet 
on the pile beside her. A dexterous girl can dip up 
about four hundred and fifty sheets per day. The 
next process is to dry tlie sheets. For this purpose 
Uig^r^^imd out tlat and firm on upriglit hoards, 
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slaDted in the fiuti^ bo that tbej drj witb little shrink!^ 
age, hard and flat. In wet weatlier> or when busi*' 
nees is pressing, the drying* boards are transferred to 
a room in which a hot charcoal fire is kept bn ruing. 
The pressing of the paper is done by an ordinary 
wedge or lever press, and a finishing gloss is put on 
ID very much the same manner as leather is polished 
or ironed in our country. 

AU this would be insufferably tedious to ao Ameri- 
can manufacturer^ and would not pay in a land of 
high wages^ like ours. My host listened witli inin- 
gled delight, and with the penumbra of a doubt in hid 
laee, to my description of the machines naed on the 
Wissahickon^ at CohoeB, and at Bath. I made in- 
quiries concerning the wages paid to his employes per 
diem. The bark-pounders and dippers were paid 
eight tempos (cents) a day ; the strippers and washers 
SIX centa From his establish ment^ in which he em- 
ployed forty persons in all^ after paying wages, ex- 
penses for fuel, transportation, taxes, etc., he was able 
to lay up yearly a handsome sum — that ia^ $1^000. 
He was considered a rich merchant. 

Our host had facilities for manufacturing paper of 
various colors, qualities, sizes, and thick neaaea. Let- 
ter paper was one of his specialties. This^ ill Japan, 
IB usually six inches wide, and in sheets about eigh* 
teen inches in length. When needed for use, Ibe 
sheets are pasted lengthwise together, so aa to mako a 
rcdL 



A ^'loDg letter^' in Japanese is a matter of six fe 

paper is perfume 



or more. Ladies' note or letter 



gild-edged, or red-boidered. A kind of paper 
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in wrapping round preBenU ie figured or stamped in 
colors with niaaj deBigne, such as Fit ji-Yama^ baskets 
of fmit, sea-elie!ls, litarary deaigtie, etc. One kind of 
paper is &o Uglit that it looks as if woven of bl an died 
epider^s thread. The niaiiafactnre of paper from rice- 
atalks is a considerable industry in Japan, and the 
bark of several other kinds of trees, besides those 
mentioned, serves as material for paper staff. In gen- 
eralj Japanese paper is exquisitelj sof t, of silky lustre, 
and exactly suited to the manner of writing in vogae 
in Japan and China, where a brush is a pen, and the 
so-called " India ^' ink is the writing pigment em- 
ployed* All varieties of Japanese paper are very 
tongh, and some of the stronger kinds defy all atr 
tempts to tear tbem> Softnees and toughness are its 
distinguishing qualities. 

We returned from the paper " mill " to our room, 
and discussed Japanese finance and politics, with more 
longitude than latitude^ until eiipper-tinie. This over, 
we sought our beds. Padded quilts, six feet by four, 
were brought in, and two laid over each other formed 
our bed. No bedsteads, sheets, feather pillows, or 
linen of any sort belong to a pore Japanese bed, 
though our sleeping dress and quilts were of the finest 
silk. Plaid silks are almost exclusively nsed as bed- 
dingi and the Japanese in America have curious as- 
sociations recalled when they see a dress of that on<^ 
fashionable pattern on a lady's form. A mosquito- 
net is next put up, which is nearly the size of the en- 
tire room, and properly called '^mosquito-house,'* 
How such a small pest ever received such a Ion<^ name 
as mosquito passes the comprehension of the Japs, 
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who call it ha. We lie down beneath the green net, 
and onr host, after bidding ns ^^ O yaaumi nasarS^ 
(may yon have honorable rest), leaves ns. The plash- 
ing Inllaby of the tiny rill quickly woos us to sleep 
and to dreams of the far-distant meadow-brook and 
home faces. 



CHAPTER XXVI- 



AN OtTTLINB OF JAPANESE HISTORY 



JAPAifESE history bIiows that anciently, when 
the invaders from the mainland of Asia con- 
quered the archipelago, the system of government 
was a rude sort of fendaliBm. The warriors of the 
leading clan, or house of YamstOj won their power not 
only by super] or weapons, courage^ and strategy, but 
also by their dogmas. They taught that their chief, 
ur Mikado, was tlie descendant and representative of 
heavenly gods, and that to disobey him was to be- 
come that awfnl thing in Japanese history called a 
chd^tikL After the introduction, in tlie seventh 
century, of Chinese letters and literature^ the central- 
izing political system of the Chinese Emperors was 
also borrowed, which still further tightened the coils 
of authority. Forthwith be^n those extensive mll*^ 
itary raoveraente which reduced every trtl^e and 
province, even at the rcmoti^»t h^inntlji of the Empire* 
to perfect obedience to thi 
These long-continued \ 
field had a remarkable ioi 
separation of the people u 
mers, or the militarv 
second, in firing the ' 
bition of becoming 
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the Mikado. TIiIb brought them ultimately to blowi 
aod civil war^ which further issued in the twelfth 
century, in the separation of the functions of ** tha 
Tkrone aud the Camp.'' The Emperor remained 
the fountain of honors in Kioto, but the Sh5-^ii or 
geueralj poesesaing the army aud treasury^ ruled at 
Kamakura or Yedo. Under each eucceseive line of 
eliD-gnns, more and more power was ueui"ped, until 
even in the time of Hideyoshi^ the grants of land and 
appointments to offices, caetles, and pro?inc@& were 
made without reference to the Mikado. Hetieey 
foreigners thought Japan had both a "spiritoal** 
and a *' temporal " emperor. lyeyaa enlarged and 
stereotyped the system of ignoring Kioto aod the 
shadowy Mikado. 

AH tins was the fact, and also the Tiew of thinga 
from without ; yet there were other facte and viawa 
unknown and unnoticed by foreigners. 

The long peace from about 1600 until the appari- 
tion of Perry ^6 ships enabled scholars to examine 
ancient history, and to prove what many patriots 
began to preach, viz., that the Tycoon was a usurper, 
the Mikado was sole ruler in right, and that even the 
feudal systeiti was an accident As soon as the Vedo 
Sh5-gun signed a treaty with the '* ngly foreigners^** 
in which he styled himaelf '* Tycoon^" or great prinefs» 
instead of the Mikado^g lieutenant, the storm-clouds 
began to gather. The eonntry was filled with rcmiii^ 
or detached liege -nien» According to their pr 
filalQ% these retaiDem of the daiinios were caU< 
samnrai, or servanta of the ti^ue Emperor. All orw^ 
the Empire the cry was raised *^ Houor the 
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and expel the barbarian." At onoe they began sys- 
tematic attacks on foreigners, in order to harass the 
Yedo government and make the keeping of treaties 
impossible. Breaking away from the Tycoon, the 
great daimios also transfeired their whole loyidty to 
the Mikado, and their residences to Kioto. Erecting 
batteries at Shimonos^ki, by imperial order the 
Ohoshin men fired on foreign vessels. The bombard- 
ment of Kagoshima in Satsnma by a British, and of 
Shimonos^ki by an allied squadron, opened the eyes 
of the samnrai to the power and resources of Western 
nations, and contributed a powerful element in the 
swelling stream of influences which was to transform 
Japan. 

The great southern clans, Satsuma, Ohoshin, Hizen, 
and Tosa were able, in 1868, to form a coalition in 
Kioto, and to gain possession of the Mikadoes palace 
and person. This was the master-move in the game 
of Japanese politics. They at once checkmated the 
Tycoon and his followers by, restoring the ancient 
form of government, abolishing the sh5-gunate, mov- 
ing the capital to Yedo, which they named Tokio or 
Eastern Capital, and ratifying the treaties in the 
name of the Mikado. After a civil war of two years, 
in which they were successful, " the Sa-cho-to " — a 
name made from the first syllable of Sa-tsuma, Gho- 
shiu, and To-sa — ruled Japan for twenty-two years, 
or until government by party, under the Constitution 
of 1890, b^an: 

'^eooeftHrth, ^^ Yedo " was but a vanished name for 

V OD the Sumida Eiver as it was before 

'kte the capital of Japan, both 
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officially and popularly^ has been called Tokio. Mneli 
of the old life, arcliitecture, and cue torn b Btill remains 
ad of jore, but modern and western ideas Lave caueed 
vast changes. With the abolition of the feudal gys- 
teni, the great processions and the vast caravaneeriefi 
of the daimioB have disappeared. The telegraph aod 
railway, steam and electric light, traDsportatioii and 
communication, brick and stone architecture, Bhope 
filled with western furnitiire, clothing, inventions^ 
comforts, and notions, modern military and police 
armament and methods, the introduction of the in* 
dustrial machinery and processesj have completely 
altered the face of Tokio, Osaka, and otlier lat^ge 
cities. 

The wearing of swords by the samnrai or gentiy 
was abolished in 1874. The old edicts against Chris- 
tianity, which hung up all over the Empire, wet^ 
iaken down about the same time. In their plaoGi 
the public school and Cliristian church strike tbe 
attention of the traveller. The postman and newi* 
boy are now in the land. Nearly aix hundred newi 
papers and period icala circulate one hundred mil 
lions of copies during the yean The hospit&la and 
medical colleges are conducted according to the 
principles and practice of modern science* In tbe 
prisons, the best methods of correction sod pttntah* 
ment are employed. Mudi of the clieaper prodnel 
of "Japanese art" which flood our America?' "« 
are made by the prisoners. The old ctir 
torture, public decapitation at the blood-pit^ ani 
exposure of heads, are things of the past 
anoiant codes of law, based on those of China, 
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been replaced by codes based on those of Oliristen- 
dorn^ and juBtiee is now adminiBtered by trained 
judges and by educated lawyers. The army and 
navy are organized on EnropeaD modele^ and are 
in a high state of efficiency. A national coinage, 
banking ayetems, and modes of taxation common 
throiigtiont the Empire, have put establlBhed uni- 
formity and equal justice in place of the old com- 
plex fendalistn, with its unequal burdens. Instead 
of the many classes of the Mikadoes sobjects^ there 
are now but tliree, nobles, gentry, and commons. 

After the revolution of 1868, the feudal system 
was abolished, and the daimios, nearly three hundred 
in number, called to live privately in Yedo; great re- 
forms and mighty changes were the order of the day- 
Several insurrections, the greatest in 1877, being led 
by General Saigo Takamori, wei-e put down at heavy 
cost of blood and treasure. Political excitement 
was kept up by the liberals outside of the imperial 
cabinet, and in 1881,itlie pressure of public opinion 
was so great that the Emperor proclaimed that a 
Parliament would be formed in 1890. On the 11th 
of February, 1889, the august document was pub* 
lished which made Japan a constitutional monarchy, 
and amid great pf>mp was delivered by the Emperor 
to his ministers. The elections took pla^3e in due 
form, and the imperial Diet met in TokJOi Kovem- 
ber, 1890, for a session of ninety-nine days. 

The upper house consists of the > 

DobleSf who \if>]\ f^i-'M» a<.-*o f..» 
[And by heredit 
rial nomination. i \'* 
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emioeot commoDere, nominated by the Kinperar, 
The lower house consists of about three hundred 
members, elected hy citizens who pay taxes into the 
national treasury to the amount of fifteen doUare 
yearly. The number of voters in Japan is about 
five hundred thousand. At its first eession in Tokio, 
the Diet reduced the budget of ** the govemmeul " 
by about six millions of dollars. In its second m^ 
sion, in 1B91, the house of representatives ehowed 
itself so hostile to the ministry that^ by reeomnieEidft- 
tion of the imperial cabinet, the Emperor diasolred 
the lower and prorogued the upper bouse. New 
elections must follow within five mouthe* 

In brief, it may be said that the new political 
fitmcture in Japan^ while copying the Pruasaan priii- 
ciple of making the ministers responsible to ibe 
Emperor, and not to the Diet^ instead of the British 
plan of making them responsible to Farli&tiieiiti is 
based on native precedent and history. Booted in 
the past, and io accordance with the genius and 
neoessitiea of the people, the outlook for the new 
constitution is full of hope. It is also seen that the 
irreeponaible rule of the Sa-cho-to, the clan oombiua- 
tiou or committee which has ruled in the impenal 
name since 1868^ is over, and that '^goTemment by 
party ^'' even in Japan^ has begno* And this is is 
Asia I 




CHAPTER XXVn. 

THE WONDERFUL CITY OP TOKIO 

HOW old Yedo, the city of the Tycoons, has been 
transformed into the imperial and national cap- 
ital, full of new sights and sounds, is shown by the 
brilliant writer, Sir Edwin Arnold. In his " Japon- 
ica " he writes : 

" At the kuruma-stsindj where eight or ten of the 
little vehicles stand in a row, and the brown - legged, 
blue-clad human steeds are smoking tiny brass Jdseru 
and chatting like jackdaws, a clamorous chorus of 
invitation arises : * Danna ! ^rikisha f Da/nna ! irrch 
ahaimas no defka f O idenasaif^ * Will you ride, 
Master? Will you make the honorable entrance, 
Master ? ' One cannot now so much conceive Japan 
existing without her jiwrikisha ; and yet the inven- 
tion now to be seen on every road and in every village 
of the country is not quite a quarter of a century old. 
No one positively knows who introduced it ; but it 
struck such root that, in Tokio alone, there are at pres- 
ent between thirty and forty thousand of these two- 
wheeled chairs ; and they have spread to China and 
Malay, employing numbers of the working population, 
and adding an immense convenience to public life. 
Jin-riki-sha signifies * man -power vehicle,' and if you 
liftte two men to poll yon the phrase for that is ni- 
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nim-Mki, the letters being a little altered by wli*t 
Japane^ grammar calls * Ifigori.^ Tlie Tokio dti- 
zeiis call their little cab hiirutna^ which meaDs * a 
wheel j' and the coolie who pulls it is tertned kuru- 
mmja. To fit him ont with dark blue eotton co«t 
and drawer©, vest of cottoiij reed hat, coyered with 
white calico, and painted paper lantern^ as well ae 
bine cloven socks for fine weather and string sandals 
for the mud, costs about three American dollaia. 
But he must, moreover, bring to the business Itmgs 
of leather and sinews of steel ; nor does one ever 
cease to wander at tlie daily endurance of these tueti. 
In hot and eold weather alike, streaming witli per- 
spiration or pelted with snow and sleet, they trundle 
you along apparently incapable of fatigue ; always 
cheerful, always, in my experience, honest, and easilj 
satisfied ; siifiiciGntly rewarded for running a league 
with a sum equivalent to three of your dimes. The 
natives, who make bargains with them before start- 
ing, go immense distances for incredibly sniall fares, 
and csonstantly ride two together in the same con- 
v^anoe> I have seen a kurumaya cheerfully wbod- 
ing along a father and mother, with three ebildren, 
to saj nothing of the flower-potfi, bird-cfigeai ud 
bunches of daikon — the great and dreadful radish of 
the oountry — carried i!» the family laps. When doI 
engaged in running, they wrap round their sho^dert 
the scarlet, blue, green, or striped blanket — keUo — 
destined for the knees of a customer^ and look then 
rather like Red Indians. They are eaid la be s 
prodigal tribe, quickly spending to w&kk and amgll 
pleasures the money which they earn ; but they tieed 
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some solace for the prodigionsly exhanstive work 
they perforin, and, so far as I have seen, no more 
temperate class can exist. At the end of a long run, 
a cup of pale tea, a whifF at the little brass pipe, and, 
perhaps, a slice of bread dipped in treacle, start them 
off again, fresh and lively, for another stiff stretch. 
The men who took us to Nikko from Utsunomiya 
ran the entire twenty-five miles in four hours with 
ease, though much of it was up-hill, and would have 
returned, had we desired it, on the same day. A 
jinrikisAa-msxi in good case and fairly paid is not at 
all afraid of forty or fifty miles day after day ; nor 
is it true that their work makes them specially short- 
lived, so far as my inquiries have gone. I am per- 
suaded that very advantageous use could be made of 
this kind of transport in a campaign. A ktiruma 
can go wherever there is a path, and to draw muni- 
tions, provisions, stores, or to convey the sick and 
wounded, a corps of jinrikisha-men would be inval- 
uable to any army. I noticed at the Nagoya ma- 
noeuvres that such employment was actually made of 
them, and very profitably. 

^' We will not take kuruma to-day, but will walk, 
instead, down the Kvhoi-chd to Shimbashi, where the 
rice-boats and manure-flats lie at the bridge, and to 
the long and fashionable Ginza. * Sore kara O mi 
ashi de ikimas / ' * You proceed, then, by the hon- 
orable legs I ' says the Jcurumaya^ smiling, and bows 
as courteously as if you had engaged him. How 
picturesque and special to Japan is the vista of this 
Tokio street, with the low, open houses on each side, 
aU of the same sober, weather-tanned hue, of the 
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same build, the game inateriale, the same fe&okljr 
opened interior, the same Httle front shop, except 
where a fire-proof * go-down^' more solidly coostructr 
ed, breaks the uniforiiiity with its heavy, tigly walls 
and windows of bia€k lacqner. In a great coaflagrs- 
tion these will be the otily buildings left standing; 
and after any extensive Kwaji you see them snrvi?- 
ing, iJiiolated atjd scurched, like rocks npon a burnt 
moorland, Tlie sombre color of the houses, and 
their black and white heavy roofs and ridges would 
give a too subdued and almost sombre look to a Jap- 
anese street, if it were not for tlie gay contents of the 
shops, and the bright, good-tempered busy tliroiigs in 
the roadway. The fruit-s tores, the doll-shops, the 
fan-shopa, the flower-shops, the cake-shops, ih© sitiaU 
emporiums where they sell bed-<}ui]ts, and JCimtmaj 
and hanging pictures {Kaki-mano)^ and shrines for 
Buddha^ and tinselled hairpins, and gold and silver 
twist for the hair, and umbrellas, amply fill the seeoe 
with color. Then the people are so perpetually in- 
teresting ! Stand by the apotheeary^s establishment, 
which has for its sign a pair of large gilded eye& and 
a catalogue of charms against all devils^ while tliis 
funeral procession passes ; a square, white box, borne 
shoulder high, by four bearers, witbin which, wiUi 
head resting upon his knees, and the gold ball above 
him to denote * space '—whither be has gone — tlio 
dead takes his last ride in Tokio, Yon need not be 
loo melancholy about it ; nobody greatly dreads or 
dislikes dying in Japan, where rt^Hgioij V ' n de- 
fined as^a little fear and a great deal ^u The 
elog-makeff the girl grinding ice ill | ^ & 
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shop, the hawker with fried eels, the little naked 
boys and giris at play ; the priest, the policemen in 
white, and the pretty, tripping mit9vme^ look at the 
cortege a little, but with their laughter and chat only 
half suspended, as their fellow-citizen wends to take 
his torn at gazing into the Joha/rir^o-Kagami — that 
mirror in the other world where, at a glance, yoa see 
all the good things and all the bad things which yon 
ever did in this. The street, which had stood aside 
a little for the procession, fills anew with misoku^ i.e.y 
* coolies,' or * leg-men,' toiling at wheeling timber, 
assisted heartily by old ladies in light blue trousers ; 
students in flat caps and scarlet socks ; wandering 
etas, the Japanese pariahs ; perambulating shopkeep- 
ers, such as the moji-yaki, or Metter-bumer,' who 
bakes sweet paste into characters, animals, or baskets ; 
his fellow, the am^-ya, or jelly-man, who, from bar- 
ley-gluten, will blow you, by a reed, rats, rabbits, or 
monkeys ; and the two priests, with long, embroid- 
ered lapels, one telling such a good story that the 
other, exploding with laughter, is heard to say, * Do- 
mo ! Kimo tsvbvshita? * Really 1 you have burst my 
liver 1 ' If it be the season of kites, everybody will 
be flying them, in mid trafSc, even the shopkeeper 
has despatched one aloft, worked by a string fastened 
to his hibachi, and the barber's family launches one 
from the upper window of the house, marked by the 
conventional pole of red, blue, and white. The chif- 
fonier of Japan — the Kami-Kvdsuhiroi — is pick- 
ing up rags and paper scraps with a forked bamboo ; 
the sparrow-catcher goes stealthily along carrying 
a tall bamboo rod armed with bird-lime fatal to 
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many a chirping bird ; the gravely dressed doctor 
paBBes with a boy to carry hiB peatle-and-mortar box, 
and *' the thoiisand-year-lif e-pillfi ; ^ the forturie-teller 
spreads on a cloth Jiis fifty little sticks aud sii^ black 
and red blocks of wood, which can tell you more 
than man shontd know ; the bean-cake-seller tinkles 
his bolls and beats his gong to announce his stickj 
wares; the amnm^ the blind Bhainpooer, feels hia way 
slowly through the crowd, piping three lugnbrious 
notes on his reed-flnte, and ready to pound and knead 
anybody's muscles into vigor for three-pence ; while 
in a quiet cornerj under the temple-wallj the street- 
artist^ surrounded by admirers, constructs pictures 
and writes Chinese mottoes on the earth witli hand* 
fuls of tinted sand. Into the temple-cotirt^ — for it is 
MaUuriy and a great day — are pouring lines of peo- 
ple to say a brisk prayer at the shrine, and to buy 
some toys for the children at the innumerable stalla 
round the court* Religion and pleasure go hand in 
hsnd in Japan. Observe the old lady, with shaven 
eyebrows and blackened teeth, belonging to by*gon© 
Japan ; her two daughters, who are of the newer 
style, and proudly carry European ambrellaSy and 
even black silk gloves. They wash their hands from 
the temple well by means of a small wooden ladlo ; 
approach the altar^ pull the thick cord which Yoakei 
the gong sonndj and, the attention of heaven liavitifff 
been enpged, they pray their silent prayers with 
bowed heads and clasped pahns; throw a aen into 
the offering -boK, and dapping their hinds to let 
Divinity know their affair is finished, they turn istdft^ 
merrily chatting, to eip tea at the ^Suow- while 
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Stork ' and purchase hairpins and playthings for the 
Kodomo. 

^^ Alike in the street and the temple-conrt, the 
pretty, lively, laughing Japanese girl lights up the 
crowd with her bright dress, her happy, winsome 
face and shining tresses, splendidly elaborated. 

^* Turning aside a little from the picturesque and 
bustling ^ Gho,' we easily come to Shiba, buried in 
groves of cryptomeria, an island of solemn peace 
and grandeur in the bosom of ther city. Here, shut 
in by ponderous red gateways, built of mighty beams, 
with giant doors which turn upon huge hinges of 
copper, are the tombs and temples of six of the 
famous Tokugawa Shoguns, the ancient rulers of this 
land under the Mikado. It is like passing out of the 
rolling sea into a land-locked harbor to step over the 
threshold of the massive vermilion porch, and to find 
yourself in the outer court of the Zojoji. Around 
are hundreds of stone memorial iahidoro — as many as 
two hundred in one alone of these pebbled enclosures, 
offerings to the princely deceased from their vassals. 
Screened walls and portals, presenting wonderful 
work in wood-carving, gilding, and lacquer, shut the 
outer courts from the inner. Each panel is en- 
riched with a different subject — flowers, birds, and 
real or fabulous animals, dexterously relieved by 
gold-leaf and color. Passing again through these 
walls, inner inclosures are reached where stand colos- 
sal bronze lanterns of high finish. Dancing-houses, 
treasure-houses, and libraries for the sacred books, 
exquisitely decorated ; a vast washing cistern to be 
used before prayer, cut out of one block of stone, and 
19 
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lotud pool% which, in August, are full of the white 
and blue blossoms of tlie hallowed flower, attimct iha 
attention. By jet another gate way » sculptured and 
embellished to an extraordinary heigh t« of semi-bar^ 
barous but eplendid beanty, the Btep is led lu the 
central shrine itself. All around are detached build-* 
ingSj fioberly but splendidly adorned with the very- 
best which Japanese art could lavish on them, in per- 
fect joinery, gilding, coloring, lacquer, metal -work^ 
painting, and carving. The whole place ie full of sym- 
bolism. On the outer screens^ shutting off the first 
court, you may have noticed waves of the sea, done in 
brass, furiously running ou the panels^ with stono- 
birds hovering. It was an emblem of the unrest of 
life for all of us, as well ae for Shoguns. But at the 
aecond wall the brazen waves were chiselled, rolling 
more quietly, and here, on tlie screen by which we 
enter the court of the cliapel of lyenobu and ly^yv^i^ 
tlie waves are moulded as falling asleep ; doves brood, 
in silver and gold ; there is peace I Laying aaide 
shoes, you may pass over tlie black -lacquered steps 
and floors, through golden doors, into tJ^ cenlnl 
shrine, spread witii the whitest and finest of nimti ; 
and tlie walls and ceilings are so daintily and patienUj 
wrought with wonderful workmanship that every 
square inch demands a special study. The great 
House: of Death is flnished offj in its minutest por* 
tion, like a flower- vase or a mt4n^t and, perhaps, 
the very utmost that Japanese craftsmanship eonld 
ever aocomplisli, in its own special provitiees^ msj 
here be seen and admired. Every inc^nsa^pole and 
lamp- stand is a lovely object, alike for its labor and 
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design. The low stands on which the sacred books 
lie open have priceless enrichments ; and one is glad 
to see the silent priests move about in gold and silver 
brocade, for ordinary dress in sncli a magnificent 
scene would appear incongruous. At the same time, 
the more yon realize the artistic richness of this great 
group of temples and tombs, the more you are struck 
with the low-toned, sober, restrained ensemble of it 
all. The shrines themselves are but the Japanese 
hut idealized, the gold and the glittering brass, and 
the sharp colors of the carvings sink back from the 
sunlight under the massive eaves, and where a screen, 
or a painted side-wall would glitter too much, the 
heavy foliage of the cryptomerias casts a black curtain 
npon it. The character of the place is deeply im- 
pressive, a proud melancholy, a princely modesty, a 
sumptnousness royal to prodigality, not for ostenta- 
tion, but for love of pensive beauty, show them- 
selves everywhere. The Shoguns are certainly bur- 
ied, as if they were emperors, in the heart of this 
concourse of black and gold and lacquered chapels 
and cemeteries, shut from the busy city by the 
dark trees, the high walls, and the blood-red gate- 
ways. 

^^ Kear Shimbashi we pass under the tall ladder of 
a fire-station, on the summit of which stands a watch- 
man, looking north, south, east, and west, to spy the 
rolling smoke which by daytime first denotes a con- 
flagration. If he sees signs of a fire, kwcyi^ he will 
beat upon the gong at his side as many blows as, 
by a preconcerted code, denote the particular * cho ' 
which is the scene of the disaster. Persons passing 



283 TBAVEtS IN JAPAN 

count the stroKes and hurry homeward, if it be a i 
of 

* iua res agiiur qimm 
Proseimus Ucakgofi ardM ; * 

that IB to say, if their own district be ooneemed. 
Next we tnm into the ' Ginza/ the ' Broadway * of 
the metropolis of Japan — a really fine thoronghfare, 
with paved sidewalks^ tratuways in the middle^ and 
abops of a Buperior description. Here ebbaand flow? 
the full bueinees life of the city, and mingling with 
it, as elsewhere, tlie clattering pattens, the mothers 
and eietera with the babies on their backs ; the ehU- 
dren kite-ilying ; the traders sitting over their glow- 
ing charcoal braziers ; the hawkers of fish, dried md* 
ish, cakes, persimmons, toys, pipes, kitea, and flags; 
the coolies with their balanced loads ; the btind old 
aamt sen-players ; the Bnddhist priests ; the pret^ 
mtmmees^ with their hair like black marble and 
pigeon feet; the imperturbable slit^eyed babi^; ihm 
acquaintances niceting in tlie street and proftisely 
bowing and sahiting ; the Japanese officers riding 
along, each with hia hetia^ or groom ; the flower-ped- 
lere ; the bullock-men; the bird dealers; the lea» 
houses, the little funny liouse^fronts and opened in* 
teriors ; the bath-room B^ the temples, the 8totie^yard% 
the basket- works, the gliding rice-boats — imU le trwtt^ 
Uemmt^ in fact, of the wonderfxil and ever ititerasl- 
ing capital city of Japan. Or we might hiire coma 
into the Ginza acrosft the Shiro, by any of its ciiiiiy 
entrances and oxite, the Tora mmi^ or * Tiger Gale ; * 
the Sakurada-gomm^ 'Cherryfield Qate;* or Ilia 
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HcMZO-go-mon, which leads to the emperor's gardens 
and the imperial palace. This Shiro is a great feat- 
ure of the city, in the midst of which it sits ; a spa- 
cious and far-commanding fortified enceinUj every- 
where snrronnded by lofty embankments, planted 
with ancient firs, and walls of giant masonry, at the 
feet of which sleep broad moats, covered in winter- 
time, with wild duck and geese, bitterns and herons. 
Nothing can be finer in appearance, as embellish- 
ments of a capital, than these massive ramparts and 
green slopes of grass, overshadowed by the gnarled 
fir-trees. The masonry looks as solid as a sea-clifi, 
built out at all its angles with hnge blocks of stone 
like the ram of an ironclad, in a curved projecting 
outline, so that the mighty blocks sit back immovable 
in their places, and it seems that not even an earth- 
quake could have the smallest effect upon them. In 
the emperor's palace we might have seen the most 
perfect example of what Japanese carpenters and 
joiners can accomplish, and yet, though every ceil- 
ing there is a work of high art, divided by rich 
brown lacquer into panels exquisitely decorated, and 
the costliest silks and most splendid carvings are lav- 
ished all around ; amid all that luxury of royal art 
you would observe the great square supporting posts 
of white fir, left simply hand-dressed in all their 
milky, pure, velvet-like beauty, delighting the eye 
with the natural grain and texture, as nothing manu- 
factured by the wit of man ever could. And if we 
were attempting more than the merest stroll about 
the city, we ought to pass Fvji-mi-cho^ where, near 
the monument — a vast bronze bayonet, erected to 
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the soldiers slain in tlie civil war-— the city spreadg 
ontj of one interminable pattern and eolor as far ae 
the eye can see. We should have gone to Uy6no to 
Tigit the great exhibition, and see the lotuses in blo§- 
gom^ and to Asaknga to view the imposing temple 
of Kwannon Sama^ the Merciful Goddess ; also th© 
temples of the Fi\re Hundred Sages, and of the God 
of War, Haehi-many where we might have daly 
honored the shrine of Kobo-Daishi^ the too ingen- 
ioufl inventor of the Japanese alphabet, We tnigbt 
liave stood on the famous Nihom^hmhi^ the central 
spot of the city, from which all distances are me^i»* 
ured throughout the empire, and might liave trav- 
ersed, close by, Anjin Ch6, or ' Pilot Street/ eo 
named after the English sailor, Will Adams, who 
came here in the time of Shakespeare, married a 
Japanese wife, and grew to be a favorite of the em- 
peror, and a great two-sworded Japanese nobleman. 
His letters from Japan, published by the Ilaktnyt 
Society, famish the most delightful reading, b«ing 
written in that large and quaint style whicli 
to come naturally in 

'The Bpacioufi times of gne&t KUmbeth/ 

"That the old navigator had well featheFed hia 
nest in Japan is clear, from an account giren by mn- 
other adventurer of his place of residence at flemi, 
near Yokosukji. He there describee Will Adams't 
place thua: ^This H^mi is a Lordshipp geuen lo 
Capt, Adams pr. the oiild Emperour to bym and hie 
for eavefj & confermed to hye sotmei called JoMplu 
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There is above 100 farms or howsholds, nppon it, be- 
sides others under them, all which are his vassals, 
and he hath power of Ijfe & death oner them, they 
being his slanes; he haning as absolute authoritie 
over them as any tono (or king) in Japan hath over 
his vassals." 

We may add that in June, 1872, the graves of 
Will Adams and his Japanese wife were discovered 
at H^mi village, near Yokosuka, the seat of the great 
ship- and dock-yards of the Imperial Navy of Japan. 
Being so near Yokohama, hundreds of Englishmen 
and Americans visit it yearly. 



CHAPTER XXVm. 

THE BESOUBGES OF JAPAN 

SINCE 1868 the Japanese have looked most care- 
f ally to their frontiers while consolidating the 
empire. By negotiation with Eussia the island of 
Saghalin was exchanged for the Kuriles, and the un- 
occupied Bonin and other outlying islands were gar- 
risoned. The tributary archipelago of Riu Kiu has 
been definitely annexed, and the old Chinese name 
of Loo Choo is now obsolete. The empire of Dai 
Nippon, as fully constituted, lies on the earth's surface 
between longitude east 156° 32' and 122° 45', and be- 
tween north latitude 24° 06' and 50' 56', or in a par- 
allelogram which is about two thousand miles square. 
The extreme points north and east are in the Kuriles, 
or, as the Japanese call the group, Chishima, a Thou- 
sand Islands. All Japan north of Hondo is called 
Hokkaido, or Northern Sea Circuit. The total area 
of the empire is about one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand square miles. Not only is a careful survey of 
the country for military, geological, and other scien- 
tific purposes being made, but the meteorology is 
studied from scores of stations, and the weather fore- 
casts are published daily. 

A regular census on scientific principles is annually 
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made, and reports show that under the ^^ enlightened 
civilization " of the Meiji period the people of Japan 
are increasing in numbers, in wealth, in health, and 
in comfort In 1825 the Japanese nation included 
26,000,000 people ; in 1881 there were under the 
Mikado's rule 36,358,994 persons of all ages; in 
1889, 40,072,020; in 1891, 40,600,000. A study of 
the details shows that Japanese humanity is like that 
all over the world. The sexes are about equal in 
numbers, the proportion of births being, of boys 107, 
of girls 100, the numbers approaching equality at 
about fifty years of age, the women increasing be- 
yond that point, and doubling the figures beyond the 
age of ninety. In 1889 nearly eighty persons lived 
to be over one hundred years of age. The average 
size of a family is 4.93, or nearly five persons. 

Of the cities of Japan six contain over 100,000 
people. The densest population is in Central Japan, 
in the region afflicted by the great earthquakes of 
October, 1891. Besides the natives, of whom about 
twenty thousand live abroad in Hawaii, America, and 
Europe, there are about ten thousand foreigners in 
Japan, half of them Chinese, and a majority of all 
living in Yokohama. The Japanese marry and di- 
vorce easily, as the statistics show one divorce for 
every three marriages, a fact which speaks badly for 
their morals. 

In agriculture and indufitry the progreiB of Hic 
people is very noticeable. Many tbousaads of scrm 
of land have been i-eclaimed to cultivation, and under 
improved methods of agriculture the crops of grain 
and food products have greatly increaied. Piadec 
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the new gjetem of land tenure the number of Ian 
halderi h over six railHons, About fortj per cent;! 
of arable soil is worked by f amiere who own their own 
land, and sixty per cent by proprietors who employ 
agents and farm -laborers. The cliief food -crop ui 
rice, and irrigated or rice-land ia worth about one 
hundred and fifty dollars per acre, ordinary tilled 
about fifty dollars an acre* ForeBt and waste land 
occLipies twice the space of tlie cultivated ajiea. 
Thus far iimtead of every foot of land in Japaa 
being brought under eulti nation ^ but a email pro- 
portion ie utilized for crops. The average farm is 
legs than an acre in extent* On the abolition of feu- 
dalism the farmers for the first time ploughed their 
own fields free from all restraints except taiea. 
Nevertheless feudalism^. Ihongb abolished in fonn^ 
still exerts an important influence on the methods of 
farming and in the allocation of population. Nearlj 
one-half of the people belong to tlie agricultural 
class, and live where their ancestors have dwelt for 
centuries. Despite the great exodug to the cities and 
the introduction of new industries the centres of 
population remain mostly as they were. All |1ia 
subjects of the Emperor are now, however^ Qjider 
uniform laws and economic conditions. 

Besides the increase in rice, wheat, barley, beatii 
and vegetable!^, the other staples of conBumption 
export — tea, silk^ salt., sakd* soy, metals, coal, mni 
other mineral products — have also been multiplit 
IB quantity, in some cases three^ and four*foId« la 
18S9the total value of foreign commenoe,in exportii 
and imports, amounted to nearly $70,000^000. For 
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over ten years past the exports have exceeded the 
imports. 

Along the line of public works and improvements, 
the difference in the Old Japan of Tycoon days and 
the Kew Japan of onr time is wonderful. Instead 
of the nearly naked messenger, whizzing along the 
high-road with a packet clamped in a split-bamboo 
held over the shoulder, the neatly uniformed postman 
penetrates every village, and the mail is delivered in 
the cities several times daily. About four thousand 
post-offices, equipped in American style, receive and 
transmit about two hundred million letters and news- 
papers annually. The letter-box is found on the 
street comers, and no new improvement in postal 
science appears in Christendom but is duplicated in 
Japan. About twenty thousand miles of telegraph 
wire now tingle daily with electric messages which 
transmute themselves into Japanese or English to the 
number of nearly four million annually. Two sub- 
marine cables moor Japan to Christendom by way of 
China and Corea. Fifteen hundred miles of finished 
railway transport over fifteen million passengers 
yearly. The equipment of most of the railroads is 
on the English model, but much of the rolling-stock 
is made at home. Indeed the Japanese are now 
able to make nearly everything manufactured in 
Euroi>e. 

The Japanese name for a wheel or wheeled vehicle 
is kuruma; the Chino - Japanese term is sha, A 
jin - riki - sha is a man - power - carriage ; Aba- sha is 
a horse - wagon ; a joku - sha is a steam - locomotive. 
Whereas a wagon drawn by horses was unknown in 
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the old days of sgcIubioh, there are now over twenty- 
five thousand vehicles moved by horse-power, nearly 
two hundred thougand jin-Hhi-Bha^ and about si 
hundred thousand other w^one of all &orts pushed] 
or drawn by raeuj woraen^ or oxen ; in other wordSpJ 
nearly one million of wheeled vehicles make mtd \m\ 
Japan, 

On the water, instead of the old-fashioned junksp 
which by the law in vogue from 164Ci until 1860' 
were not allowed to have a capacity exceeding 
twenty-five hundred bnsliels, the Japanese have now 
a fleet of over seven hundred steamcre and one thoo* 
Band sailing veaaels built on European modelo, while 
twenty thousand junks and six hundred thousand 
^^ sampans '^ or boats still ply on fresh or salt water. 
Instead of tJie occasional and precarious beacons on 
the headlands, seventy magnificent lighthottaei^j 
equipped according to the best ideas in western id* 
ence and experience, aided by nearly one hundred 
lights in more pritnitive style, make the coasts of Dai 
Nippon among the safest in the world. 

In their new commercial life, the men of the Meiji 
era have been very diligent in taking advantage of 
the experience of their friends in Christendcmi* 
They have introduced many of the features of mod- 
ern civilisation in the fonn of bankings fire and life j 
insurance, expreasage, agricultural^ medical, and sci- 
entific societies. The 300 national banks and lliair 
branches had in capital mnd reserve hinds in 1888 
over $75,000,000* The otlier incoriwrated •wij^Ha*^ 
of dl eorts, numbering nearly ihrep 
over $125,000,000 capital 
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^ Education is the basis of all progress," said the 
reformers of 1868, and twenty years later the report 
of the Minister of Education showed that nearly thir- 
ty thousand public and private schools, with about 
seventy thousand teachers and officers, were educat- 
ing over three million pupils, while nearly two hun- 
dred and fifty thousand had been graduated into ac- 
tive life. 

The gift most appreciated by the interpreters, 
among those brought by Commodore Perry, was Web- 
ster's Dictionary. English has supplanted Dutch and 
Chinese as the basis of culture, and is now part of 
the curriculum of the public schools. Christianity 
has already vitalized the new literature of Japan, and 
western science, philosophy, and critical scholarship 
have stimulated the Japanese to study their own his- 
tory afresh. Some of the great achievements in re- 
cent authorship are very remarkable. The tremen- 
dous literary activity of the nation is shown in the 
report of the Copyright Bureau for 1888. In this 
year 5,528 original works, 4,738 collections, 456 
translations, and 551 reprints, making a total of 11,- 
273, left the press. In all the large cities, foreign 
book-stores sell many thousands of copies of the stand- 
ard and contemporary volumes printed abroad. 

One must read the more serious works of Rein, 
Griffis, and also some of the books of to-day, like Mr. 
Henry Norman's ** The Real Japan," to get an idea 
of Japan's military and naval strength, the improve- 
ments in the administration of justice, hygiene, prison 
rm, and political administration. We close our 
the resources of Japan by a glance at the 
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budget for 1892-93, m subiiiittad by the emperor's 
finance minister at the sei*oiid BeB&ion of the Dietj No- 
vember 26, 1S91. The figures are in '^en (80 eents). 

Revenue from land-tax, 38f&8d,683; on sak^ 15,- 
810,300; ineome-tax, 1,060,770; on tobacco, 1,864,- 
878; on soy, 1,246,717; cuetomfl duties, 4,563,371; 
receipts from post &nd telegraphs, 5,541,623; profit 
on railways, 2,200,000, etc. The grand total of rev- 
enue is, ^en, 86,508,647- 

In expend i tore the Japanese show that at present 
oulitarism is at its height, over one*fonrth of the 
revenue being devoted to war purposes. In the pres- 
ence of Eafisia, France, and England — all of them 
earth hnngry nations — as well as of jealous China, 
Japan thinks it necessary to be well armed. The 
grand total of expenditurea for 1892-93 ia ^timated 
at, pen, 83,502,760. 

When this budget was submitted to the Diel 
at its opening, November 26, 1891, the " oppositioa ** 
to tlie '* government " being in the majority, and led 
by the master statesman. Count Oknma, a concerted 
movement was made to redaoe the estimates by, 
yrn, 9,000,000* Thereupon the ministry appealed to 
the emperor, and on December 26th tlie Uenae of 
Representatives was dissolved and the Uottoe of 
Peers prorogued. 

Such IS the wonderful story of New Japan in thia 
year of our Lord, 1892, exactly four hundred years 
after Columbus set sail from Falus to diacover not 
America, but Zipangu. Exactly to the day, almo^ 
to the hour, thirty-five years after the American 
treaty^ ships were in siglit of Idzu, the Emperor Ma- 
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tsnhito (born on the day when Commodore Perry was 
ready to sail on the United States steamship Mississip- 
pi) took oath to maintain inviolate the government 
according to the constitution. The Americans, who 
have lived longest under a written constitution, who 
have furnished Perry, Harris, and a host of mission- 
aries and teachers to aid in the making of New Japan 
will, while watching the process, trust that regenera- 
tion ^^ will be accomplished, like the operation of leav- 
en in meal, without shivering the vessel.'' 
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